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Note:  The citations here include statutes and regulations that are cited in the plan, and that are
most often the subject of public questions.  Many of these sections are part of longer laws that
cover broad topics; only those sections that apply to state forest management are included here.
In addition to these citations, complete copies of the Forest Practices Act and regulations are
available on request.  The Forest Practices regulations include all the best management practices
for forest operations on state land.

ÒÒÒ

STATUTES

AS 16.05.840. Fishway required.  If the commissioner considers it necessary, every dam or
other obstruction built by any person across a stream frequented by salmon or other fish shall be
provided by that person with a durable and efficient fishway and a device for efficient passage
for downstream migrants. The fishway or device or both shall be maintained in a practical and
effective manner in the place, form, and capacity the commissioner approves, for which plans
and specifications shall be approved by the department upon application to it. The fishway or
device shall be kept open, unobstructed, and supplied with a sufficient quantity of water to admit
freely the passage of fish through it.

AS 16.05.870. Protection of fish and game.  (a) The commissioner shall, in accordance with AS
44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), specify the various rivers, lakes, and streams or parts of
them that are important for the spawning, rearing, or migration of anadromous fish.

(b) If a person or governmental agency desires to construct a hydraulic project, or use,
divert, obstruct, pollute, or change the natural flow or bed of a specified river, lake, or stream, or
to use wheeled, tracked, or excavating equipment or log-dragging equipment in the bed of a
specified river, lake, or stream, the person or governmental agency shall notify the commissioner
of this intention before the beginning of the construction or use.

(c) The commissioner shall acknowledge receiving the notice by return first class mail. If
the commissioner determines that the following information is required, the letter of
acknowledgement shall require the person or governmental agency to submit to the
commissioner:

(1) full plans and specifications of the proposed construction or work;
(2) complete plans and specifications for the proper protection of fish and game in

connection with the construction or work, or in connection with the use; and
(3) the approximate date the construction, work, or use will begin.

(d) The commissioner shall approve the proposed construction, work, or use in writing
unless the commissioner finds the plans and specifications insufficient for the proper protection
of fish and game. Upon a finding that the plans and specifications are insufficient for the proper
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protection of fish and game, the commissioner shall notify the person or governmental agency
that submitted the plans and specifications of that finding by first class mail. The person or
governmental agency may, within 90 days of receiving the notice, initiate a hearing under AS
44.62.370 . The hearing is subject to AS 44.62.330 - 44.62.630.

AS 38.04.058. Restrictions on easement or right-of-way use.  The commissioner may, under
terms agreed to in writing by a grantee, lessee, or interest holder of state land, restrict the use of
an easement or right-of-way reserved under AS 38.04.050 , 38.04.055, or other law in order to
protect public safety or property. The commissioner may not agree to or enforce a restriction
under this section unless the restriction is narrowly tailored to achieve the protection of public
safety and property while preserving access to the maximum extent practicable and the
commissioner makes a written finding identifying how the restriction will protect public safety
and public or private property.

AS 38.04.065. Land use planning and classification.  (a) Except as provided in (d) and (h) of
this section, the commissioner shall, with local governmental and public involvement under AS
38.05.945 , adopt, maintain, and, when appropriate, revise regional land use plans that provide
for the use and management of state-owned land.

(b) In the adoption and revision of regional and site-specific land use plans, the
commissioner shall

(1) use and observe the principles of multiple use and sustained yield;
(2) consider physical, economic, and social factors affecting the area and involve
other agencies and the public in achieving a systematic interdisciplinary approach;
(3) give priority to planning and classification in areas of potential settlement,
renewable and nonrenewable resource development, and critical environmental
concern;
(4) rely, to the extent that it is available, on the inventory of the state land, its
resources, and other values;
(5) consider present and potential uses of state land;
(6) consider the supply, resources, and present and potential use of land under
other ownership within the area of concern;
(7) plan for compatible surface and mineral land use classifications; and
(8) provide for meaningful participation in the planning process by affected local
governments, state and federal agencies, adjacent landowners, and the general
public.

(c) The commissioner shall adopt regional land use plans for state land. Each regional
land use plan must identify and delineate

(1) areas of settlement and settlement impact, where land must be classified for
various private uses, renewable and nonrenewable resource development, and for
public recreation, open space, and other public uses desirable in and around
settlement; and
(2) areas that must be retained in state ownership and planned and classified for
various uses and purposes under AS 38.04.015 .
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(d) The commissioner may adopt as a land use plan a comprehensive plan adopted by a
municipality having planning and zoning powers or a land management plan adopted by another
governmental entity if the commissioner determines that the plan adequately recognizes and
protects state interests. A decision to adopt the plan must be preceded by public hearings in
affected and interested communities and by a draft decision, available for public review, that
describes the state's interests and how the state will implement the plan.

(e) Land shall be classified as provided in AS 38.05.300 .
(f) Each decision about the location of easements and rights-of-way, other than for minor

access, shall be integrated with land use planning and classification.
(g) Each land use plan adopted by the commissioner under this section shall be consistent

with municipal land use plans to the maximum extent determined consistent with the state
interests and the purposes of this chapter.

(h) Before the commissioner adopts a regional land use plan, a land classification may be
made on the basis of a site-specific land use plan. After adoption of a regional land use plan, land
classifications shall be made under the plan.

(i) An oil and gas lease sale is not subject to this section. Oil and gas lease sales are
subject to the planning process established under AS 38.05.180 .

AS 38.04.200. Traditional means of access.  (a) The commissioner may not manage state land,
water, or land and water so that a traditional means of access for traditional outdoor activities is
restricted for the purpose of protecting aesthetic values of the land, water, or land and water or is
prohibited unless the restriction or prohibition is

(1) for an area of land, water, or land and water that encompasses 640 contiguous
acres or less;
(2) temporary in nature and effective cumulatively less than eight months in a
three-year period;
(3) for the protection of public safety and public or private property;
(4) for the development of natural resources and a reasonable alternative for the
traditional means of access across the land, water, or land and water for traditional
outdoor activities on other land, water, or land and water is available and
approved by the commissioner; or
(5) authorized by act of the legislature.

(b) In this section,
(1) "aesthetic values" means those values that exist as an expression of the social
or cultural viewpoint held by a portion of the population;
(2) "traditional means of access" means those types of transportation on, to, or in
the state land, water, or land and water, for which a popular pattern of use has
developed; the term includes flying, ballooning, boating, using snow vehicles,
operation of all-terrain vehicles, horseback riding, mushing, skiing, snowshoeing,
and walking;
(3) "traditional outdoor activities" means those types of activities that people may
use for sport, exercise, subsistence, including the harvest of foodstuffs, or
personal enjoyment, including hunting, fishing, trapping, gathering, or
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recreational mining, and that have historically been conducted as part of an
individual, family, or community life pattern on or in the state land, water, or land
and water.

AS 38.04.910.  Definitions.  [...] (5) "multiple use" means the management of state land and its
various resource values so that it is used in the combination that will best meet the present and
future needs of the people of Alaska, making the most judicious use of the land for some or all of
these resources or related services over areas large enough to provide sufficient latitude for
periodic adjustments in use to conform to changing needs and conditions; it includes

(A) the use of some land for less than all of the resources, and
(B) a combination of balanced and diverse resource uses that takes into account the short-
term and long-term needs of present and future generations for renewable and
nonrenewable resources, including, but not limited to, recreation, range, timber, minerals,
watershed, wildlife and fish, and natural scenic, scientific, and historic values. [Note:
See also definition of "multiple use" from Forest Resources and Practices Act AS
41.17.950(__)]  [...]

(12) "sustained yield" means the achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high level
annual or regular periodic output of the various renewable resources of the state land
consistent with multiple use.  [Note:  See also definition of "sustained yield" from Forest
Resources and Practices Act AS 41.17.950(17)]

AS 38.05.035 Powers and duties of the director. [...] (e) Upon a written finding that the
interests of the state will be best served, the director may, with the consent of the commissioner,
approve contracts for the sale, lease, or other disposal of available land, resources, property, or
interests in them. In addition to the conditions and limitations imposed by law, the director may
impose additional conditions or limitations in the contracts as the director determines, with the
consent of the commissioner, will best serve the interests of the state. The preparation and
issuance of the written finding by the director is subject to the following:

(1) with the consent of the commissioner and subject to the director's discretion, for a
specific proposed disposal of available land, resources, or property, or of an interest in
them, the director, in the written finding,

(A) shall establish the scope of the administrative review on which the director's
determination is based, and the scope of the written finding supporting that
determination; the scope of the review and finding may address only reasonably
foreseeable, significant effects of the uses proposed to be authorized by the disposal;
(B) may limit the scope of an administrative review and finding for a proposed

disposal to
(i) applicable statutes and regulations;
(ii) the facts pertaining to the land, resources, or property, or interest in them, that
the director finds are material to the determination and that are known to the
director or knowledge of which is made available to the director during the
administrative review; and
(iii) issues that, based on the statutes and regulations referred to in (i) of this
subparagraph, on the facts as described in (ii) of this subparagraph, and on the
nature of the uses sought to be authorized, the director finds are material to the
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determination of whether the proposed disposal will best serve the interests of the
state; and

(C) may, if the project for which the proposed disposal is sought is a multiphased
development, limit the scope of an administrative review and finding for the proposed
disposal to the applicable statutes and regulations, facts, and issues identified in (B)(i)
- (iii) of this paragraph that pertain solely to a discrete phase of the project when

(i) the only uses to be authorized by the proposed disposal are part of that discrete
phase;

(ii) the department's approval is required before the next phase of the project may
proceed; and
(iii) the department describes its reasons for a decision to phase and conditions its
approval to ensure that any additional uses or activities proposed for that or any
later phase of the project will serve the best interests of the state;

(2) the director shall discuss in the written finding prepared and issued under this
subsection the reasons that each of the following was not material to the director's
determination that the interests of the state will be best served:

(A) facts pertaining to the land, resources, or property, or an interest in them other
than those that the director finds material under (1)(B)(ii) of this subsection; and
(B) issues based on the statutes and regulations referred to in (1)(B)(i) of this
subsection and on the facts described in (1)(B)(ii) of this subsection; [...]

(4) a contract for the sale, lease, or other disposal of available land or an interest in land is
not legally binding on the state until the commissioner approves the contract but if the
appraised value is not greater than $50,000 in the case of the sale of land or an interest in
land, or $5,000 in the case of the annual rental of land or interest in land, the director may
execute the contract without the approval of the commissioner; [...]
(6) before a public hearing, if held, or in any case not less than 21 days before the sale,
lease, or other disposal of available land, property, resources, or interests in them other
than a sale, lease, or other disposal of available land or an interest in land for oil and gas
under (5) of this subsection, the director shall make available to the public a written
finding that, in accordance with (1) of this subsection, sets out the material facts and
applicable statutes and regulations and any other information required by statute or
regulation to be considered upon which the determination that the sale, lease, or other
disposal will best serve the interests of the state was based; however, a written finding is
not required before the approval of

(A) a contract for a negotiated sale authorized under AS 38.05.115 ;
(B) a lease of land for a shore fishery site under AS 38.05.082 ;
(C) a permit or other authorization revocable by the commissioner;
(D) a mineral claim located under AS 38.05.195 ;
(E) a mineral lease issued under AS 38.05.205 ;
(F) an exempt oil and gas lease sale under AS 38.05.180 (d) […],
(G) a shallow gas lease authorized under AS 38.05.177 in an area for which
leasing is authorized under AS 38.05.177 ;
(H) a surface use lease under AS 38.05.255 ;
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(7) the director shall include in
(A) a preliminary written finding, if required, a summary of agency and public
comments, if any, obtained as a result of contacts with other agencies concerning
a proposed disposal or as a result of informal efforts undertaken by the
department to solicit public response to a proposed disposal, and the department's
preliminary responses to those comments; and
(B) the final written finding a summary of agency and public comments received
and the department's responses to those comments.

AS 38.05.112 Forest Land Use Plans.  (a) The department may not authorize the harvest of
timber, except for harvests of 10 acres or less or timber salvaged from land cleared for a
nonforest use, until a site-specific forest land use plan has been adopted.  A forest land use plan
is required whether or not a regional or area land use plan under AS 38.04.065(a) or a forest
management plan under AS 41.17.230 has been adopted.

(b) In adopting a forest land use plan, the commissioner shall consider the best available
data, including information provided by other agencies describing the immediate and long-term
effects of individual and collective forest activities on the timber base and on other resources and
uses.

(c) If a regional or area land use plan under AS 38.04.065(a) or a forest management plan
under AS 41.17.230, that includes the area to be covered by the forest land use plan required
under (a) of this section, has been adopted, the requirements of AS 38.04.065(b) do not apply to
a forest land use plan under (a) of this section.  If a regional or area land use plan under AS
38.04.065(a) or a forest management plan under AS 41.17.230, that includes the area to be
covered by the forest land use plan under (a) of this section, has not been adopted, the
requirements of AS 38.04.065(b) apply to a land use plan under (a) of this section.  Regardless of
whether AS 38.04.065(b) applies to a forest land use plan under (a) of this section, a forest land
use plan must consider

(1) commercial timber harvesting, including related activities;
(2) harvesting of forest products for personal use;
(3) fish and wildlife habitat, including

(A) identification and protection of important wildlife habitat;
(B) retention of riparian, wetland, and ocean-shoreline vegetation critical 
for fish and wildlife habitat;
(C) classification of water bodies according to physical characteristics;

and
(D) the use of silvicultural practices, commercial timber harvest, and
related activities to maintain and enhance the quality of fish and game
habitat.;

(4) uses of forest land for nontimber purposes, including
(A) recreation, tourism, and related activities;
(B) mining, mining claims, mineral leaseholds, and material extraction;
(C) uses of fish and wildlife;
(D) agriculture, including grazing; and
(E) other resources and uses appropriate to the area, including compatible
traditional uses;
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(5) soil characteristics and productivity;
(6) water quality; and
(7) watershed management.

AS 38.05.113.  Five-year sale schedule.  (a) The department shall annually prepare a five-year
schedule of timber sales planned on all land managed by the department.  The timber sale
schedule must provide a time line that identifies timber sales, their amounts, and their locations
and must be sufficient to provide the public and the forest products industry with a basis to
comment on future sale offerings.

(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, a proposed sale may not be held unless it has
been included in the two five-year schedules preceding the sale.

(c) Sales of 160 acres or less and emergency sales are exempt from the requirements of
this section.

(d) A proposed timber sale that has been scheduled as specified in (b) of this section may
be offered past the originally scheduled year without being included in future schedules if the
sale is held within two years of the scheduled year and the sale

(1) was offered as scheduled and was not purchased; or
(2) was sold as scheduled and was returned to the state uncompleted.

AS 38.05.117.  Salvage sales.  Notwithstanding the provisions of AS 38.05.113, the
commissioner, after making a written finding that the disposal will serve the best interests of the
state, may offer for salvage sale timber stands that will lose substantial economic value because
of insect or disease epidemics or fire, if not salvaged within two years.  Timber on land to be
cleared for conversion to nonforest uses also may be offered as a salvage sale.

AS 38.05.300. Classification of land.  (a) The commissioner shall classify for surface use land
in areas considered necessary and proper. This section does not prevent reclassification of land
where the public interest warrants reclassification, nor does it preclude multiple purpose use of
land whenever different uses are compatible. If the area involved contains more than 640
contiguous acres, state land, water, or land and water area may not, except by act of the state
legislature, (1) be closed to multiple purpose use, or (2) be otherwise classified by the
commissioner so that mining, mineral entry or location, mineral prospecting, or mineral leasing
is precluded or is designated an incompatible use, except when the classification is necessary for
a land disposal or exchange or is for the development of utility or transportation corridors or
projects or similar projects or infrastructure, or except as allowed under (c) of this section.

(b) [Repealed, Sec. 35 ch 126 SLA 1994].
(c) Notwithstanding (a)(2) of this section, if the commissioner considers it necessary and

proper, the commissioner may provide by order for an interim classification that precludes, or
designates as an incompatible use, mining, mineral entry or location, mineral prospecting, or
mineral leasing. Within 10 days after the convening of each regular legislative session, the
commissioner shall transmit to the legislature for consideration all the interim classification
orders issued under this subsection during the preceding calendar year. Unless the legislature
approves by law an interim classification contained in an order transmitted under this subsection,
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that order expires on the 90th day of that legislative session or upon adjournment of that session,
whichever occurs first. Approval by the legislature of an interim classification satisfies the
requirement of (a) of this section for an act of the state legislature.

AS 38.05.945. Notice.  (a) This section establishes the requirements for notice given by the
department for the following actions:  [...]

 (6) a decision under AS 38.05.132 - 38.05.134 regarding the sale, lease, or
disposal of an interest in state land or resources.

(b) When notice is required to be given under this section,
 (1) the notice must contain sufficient information in commonly understood terms
to inform the public of the nature of the action and the opportunity of the public to comment on
it; [...]

 (3) if the notice is of an action described in (a) of this section, other than notice of
an action under (a)(3)(A) of this section, the department shall give notice at least 30 days before
the action by publication in newspapers of statewide circulation and in newspapers of general
circulation in the vicinity of the proposed action and one or more of the following methods:
 (A) publication through public service announcements on the electronic
media serving the area affected by the action;
 (B) posting in a conspicuous location in the vicinity of the action;

(C) notification of parties known or likely to be affected by the action; or
(D) another method calculated to reach affected persons.

 (c) Notice at least 30 days before action under (a) of this section shall also be given to
the following:

(1) to a municipality if the land is within the boundaries of the municipality, to a
coordinating body established by community councils in a municipality if the
coordinating body or a community council within the area served by a coordinating body
requests notice in writing: if there is no coordinating body within the municipality, notice
shall be provided to each community council established by the charter or ordinance of
the municipality if the land is located within the boundaries of the municipality and if the
community council requests notice in writing;

(2) to a regional corporation if the boundaries of the corporation as established by
sec. 7(a) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act encompass the land and the land is
outside a municipality;

(3) to a village corporation organized under sec. 8(a) of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act if the land is within 25 miles of the village for which the corporation was
established and the land is located outside a municipality;

(4) to the postmaster of a permanent settlement of more than 25 persons located
within 25 miles of the land if the land is located outside a municipality, with a request
that the notice be posted in a conspicuous location;

(5) to a nonprofit community organization or a governing body that has requested
notification in writing and provided a map of its boundaries, if the land is within the
boundaries.  [...]
 (h) Failure to give notice under this section to a community council, a coordinating body

established by community council, or an organization listed in (c)(5) of this section does not
constitute a legal basis for invalidation or delay of the action.
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AS 41.15.010. Intent.  It is the intent of AS 41.15.010 - 41.15.170 to provide protection,
commensurate with the value of the resources at risk, for the natural resources and watersheds on
land that is owned privately, by the state, or by a municipality.

AS 41.17.060.  REGULATORY AND ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS.  [...]
(c)  With respect to state and municipal forest land only, the following standards also apply:

(1)  forest land shall be administered for the multiple use of the renewable and
nonrenewable resources and for the sustained yield of the renewable resources of the land in
the manner that best provides for the present needs and preserves the future options of the
people of the state;
(2)  a system of allocating predominant uses or values to particular units within a
contiguous area of land shall reflect in reasonable proportion the various resources and
values present in that area;
(3)  to the extent its capacity permits, forest land shall be administered so as to provide for
the continuation of businesses, activities, and lifestyles that are dependent upon or derived
from forest resources;
(4)  timber harvesting is limited to areas where data and information demonstrate  that
natural or artificial reforestation techniques will result in the production of a  sustained yield
of merchantable timber from that area;
(5)  there may not be significant impairment of the productivity of the land and water with
respect to renewable resources;
(6)  allowance shall be made for scenic quality in or adjacent to areas of substantial
importance to the tourism and recreation industry; and
(7)  allowance shall be made for important fish and wildlife habitat.

AS 41.17.098.  INTERAGENCY COORDINATION AND REEVALUATION.  [..] (c)  The
commissioner shall give due deference to the Department of Environmental Conservation in
decisions concerning water quality.  The commissioner of environmental conservation retains the
authority to adopt nonpoint source pollution regulations for activities subject to this chapter to
the extent that regulations are not adopted by the commissioner of natural resources and
approved by the commissioner of environmental conservation under this chapter.  The
commissioner of environmental conservation may withdraw approval of regulations adopted by
the commissioner of natural resources under this chapter by following the procedure for the
adoption, amendment, and repeal of regulations under AS 44.62.180 - 44.62.290.

(d)  The commissioner shall recognize the expertise of the Department of Fish and Game
with regard to fish and wildlife habitat.  On private land, the commissioner shall give due
deference to the Department of Fish and Game regarding effects on fish habitat from timber
operations including variations to riparian standards, designation of alternative  site-specific
riparian protection plans, and road location decision within riparian areas.    On public land, the
commissioner shall give due deference to the Department of Fish and Game regarding effects on
fish and wildlife habitat from timber operations including timber harvest in riparian areas,
variations to riparian standards, and road location decisions within riparian areas. In making
decisions under AS 41.17.087, the commissioner shall recognize fish habitat as the primary value
in riparian areas.
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(e)  In this section, "due deference" means that deference that is appropriate in the context
of the agency's expertise and area of responsibility and all the evidence available  to support a
factual assertion.  Where due deference is given, if the commissioner does  not agree with a
commenting  agency, the commissioner shall prepare a written statement of the reasons for the
disagreement.

(f)  If a disagreement described in (e) of this section exists, an officer of an agency may
require reevaluation of the disagreement at a higher level within the agencies, or by  the governor
if necessary, before a decision is made by the commissioner.

AS 41.17.118.  RIPARIAN STANDARDS FOR STATE  LAND.  (a)   The riparian standards
for state land are as follows:

(1) on state forest land managed by the department that is located north of the Alaska
Range, harvest of timber may not be undertaken within 100 feet immediately adjacent to an
anadromous or high value resident fish water body unless the division determines that
adequate protection remains for the fish habitat.   [Note:  The riparian standards for this
area are under review and legislative changes to these standards are likely.  Forest
management in the Tanana Valley State Forest must comply with any statutory revisions.]

AS 41.17.200.  STATE FOREST PURPOSES.   (a) The purpose of AS 41.17.200 - 41.17.230
is to permit the establishment of designated state-owned or acquired land and water areas as state
forests.  The primary purpose in the establishment of state forests is multiple use management
that provides for the production, utilization, and replenishment of timber resources while
perpetuating personal, commercial, and other beneficial uses of resources.

(b)   In managing a state forest, the commissioner shall, consistent with the primary purpose
of a state forest under (a) of this section, restrict the public use of the land and its resources,
including timber, fish and wildlife, and minerals, only when necessary to carry out the purposes
of this chapter.

AS 41.17.210.  STATE FORESTS.  (a)  The governor may propose to the legislature the
establishment of state forests consisting primarily of commercially valuable forest land
determined by the governor to be necessary for retention in state ownership for management
under the principles of multiple use and sustained yield and consistent with AS 38.04.005.  The
proposal of the governor shall include a report and recommendations of the commissioner
including

(1) a preliminary forest inventory;
(2) a summary of the testimony offered at public hearings held on the management of

the proposed state forest in communities proximately located to a proposed state forest;
(3) the findings of the commissioner on anticipated incompatibilities of uses

described in AS 38.05.112(c) under AS 41.17.230;
(4) written comments from appropriate state agencies on the compatibility of the uses

described in AS 38.05.112(c) within the proposed state forest;
(5) an estimate of the cost of a full implementation of an operational level forest

inventory and the management plan.

AS 41.17.220.  MANAGEMENT OF STATE FORESTS.  Land within a state forest or within
a unit of a state forest shall be managed under



Tanana Valley State Forest Plan PUBLIC REVEW DRAFT          9/2000 Reference Sheet - 11

(1) the principles of multiple-use and sustained yield;
(2) this chapter; and
(3) a management plan prepared by the department. (§1 ch 91 SLA 1983)

AS 41.17.230.  MANAGEMENT PLANS.  (a)  The commissioner shall prepare a management
plan consistent with AS 38.04.005 and this chapter for each state forest and for each unit of a
state forest to assist in meeting the requirements of this chapter.  An operational level forest
inventory shall be completed before a management plan for the state forest or the unit of a state
forest is adopted.  The management plan shall be adopted, implemented and maintained within
three years of the establishment of a state forest by the legislature. The management plan must
consider and permit the uses described in AS 38.05.112(c).  If  the commissioner finds that a
permitted use is incompatible with one or more other uses in a portion of a state forest, the
commissioner shall affirmatively state in the management plan that finding of incompatibility for
the specific area where the incompatiblity is anticipated to exist and the time period when the
incompatibility is anticipated to exist together with the reasons and benefits for each finding.

(b)  The commissioner shall review a management plan at least once every five years and
may revise the plan when necessary.

(c)  A management plan may not be adopted or revised after the establishment of the state
forest without prior review by the Board of Forestry and by other appropriate state agencies or
without prior public hearings held in a community proximately located to the state forest or to a
unit of a state forest.

(d)  A copy of a management plan or a revision to a management plan adopted or prepared
by the commissioner shall be provided to the legislature within 30 days of its adoption or
revision or within the first 10 days of the first regular session of the legislature to convene after
its adoption or revision.

AS 41.17.400.  TANANA VALLEY STATE FOREST.  (a)  Subject to valid existing rights
and except for land owned by or transferred to the University of Alaska under a settlement
agreement between the state and the university, the state-owned or acquired land and water lying
within the parcels described in (d) of this section is designated as the Tanana Valley State Forest.

(b)  The commissioner shall prepare a management plan for the Tanana Valley State Forest
under AS 41.17.230.

(c)  In addition to the uses described in AS 38.05.112(c), the commissioner may establish
transportation corridors within the Tanana Valley State Forest.

(d)  The Tanana Valley State Forest includes the state-owned or acquired land and water
lying within the following described parcels:   [Legal descriptions not included.]

(e) The wildlife management objective of the Tanana Valley State Forest is the production
of wildlife for a high level of sustained yield for human use through habitat improvement
techniques to the extent consistent with the primary purpose of a state forest under AS 41.17.200.

AS 41.17.950 Definitions.  [...] (8) "multiple use" means
(A) the management of all the various resources of forest land so that they are used in the

combination that will best meet the needs of the citizens of the state, making the most judicious
use of the land for some or all of these resources or related values, benefits, and services over
areas large enough to provide sufficient latitude for periodic adjustments in use to conform to
changing needs and conditions;
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(B) that some land will be used for less than all of the resources; and
(C) harmonious and coordinated management of the various  resources,  each with the

other, without significant impairment of the productivity of the land and water, with
consideration being given to the relative values of the various resources, and not necessarily the
combination of uses that will give the greatest dollar return or the greatest unit output.  [Note:
See also definition of "multiple use" in AS 38.04.910(5)] [...]

(17) "sustained yield" means the achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high level
annual or regular periodic output of the various renewable resources of forest land and water
without significant impairment of the productivity of the land and water, but does not require that
timber be harvested in a non-declining yield basis over a rotation period.  [Note:  See also
definition of "sustained yield" in AS 38.04.910(12)]

AS 41.35.010. Declaration of policy.  It is the policy of the state to preserve and protect the
historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources of Alaska from loss, desecration, and
destruction so that the scientific, historic, and cultural heritage embodied in these resources may
pass undiminished to future generations. To this end, the legislature finds and declares that the
historic, prehistoric, and archeological resources of the state are properly the subject of concerted
and coordinated efforts exercised on behalf of the general welfare of the public in order that
these resources may be located, preserved, studied, exhibited, and evaluated.

ÒÒÒ

REGULATIONS

11 AAC 95.290.  ROAD CONSTRUCTION.  [...]
(f)  A winter road must be constructed to avoid degradation of water quality and where feasible
the alteration of drainage systems.
(g)  On state and municipal forest land, winter roads must be designed and used so as to protect
the roadbed from significant rutting, ground disturbance, or thermal erosion.  The following
practices are required where feasible:

 (1)  if the surface organic mat is removed or excessively reduced over thaw unstable
permafrost terrain, that area must be stabilized by recovering that area with insulating
material or revegetation;
(2)  soil cuts or fills in thaw unstable permafrost terrain should be avoided; all cuts must
be stabilized; and
(3)  routes are to be selected that are less likely to be used or damaged by off road vehicle
traffic when the soil is not frozen or snow covered.

(h)  The division may physically block or otherwise prohibit summer vehicle traffic on winter
roads if necessary to prevent significant roadbed degradation or surface water siltation.

11 AAC 95.820.  AESTHETICS.  On state and municipal forest land in or adjacent to areas of
substantial importance to the tourism or recreation industry, an operator shall minimize the visual
impact through timber sale design and layout and through post-harvest clean-up of major slash
accumulations.
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11 AAC 96.010.  OPERATIONS REQUIRING PERMITS.  (a)  A permit is required for the
following activities on state lands:  [...]

(2) activity that the director determines may result in unnecessary harm to land
having special scenic, historic, archaeological, scientific, biological, recreational, or other special
resource values;
(b) The activities for which a permit is required under (a)(2) of this section will be listed, and the
land designated as special use lands on the official records of the division, the records will be
available in all state land offices.  Activities requiring a permit on land designated as special use
land is not a violation of this chapter unless the user has received written notices of the
designation or the designation has been effective for 90 days.


