STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF FORESTRY

VALDEZ/COPPER RIVER AREA OFFICE

TIMBER SALE PROSPECTUS

Mae West Timber Salvage Sales VCR- 4075
INTRODUCTION:

This prospectus is intended to furnish sufficient information to enable prospective bidders to decide whether further investigation of the sale is warranted.  Should the prospectus be in error or contradict the sample contract, the sample contract governs.  Prospective bidders are urged to examine the timber sale in the field and make their own estimates.  Quantities and quality of timber in the contract are estimates and not guaranteed.  The sale area and sample contract should be reviewed prior to submission of a bid.  This sale will be sold as a Scale sale.
LOCATION AND AREA: 

The Mae West Timber Salvage Sale is located approximately 17 miles west of Glennallen on the South side of the Glenn Highway at approximately MP 170.5.  It is further described as (those areas south of the Glenn Highway) S1/2 Section 25, S1/2 Section 26 , Sections 35,36 T4N R5W CRM and Sections 1,2 T3N R5W CRM.  This sale is designated for winter harvest only. 
The acreage estimate is based on global positioning systems (GPS), and is not based on surveyed traverses.

Attached is the vicinity sale map.  Detailed maps may also be obtained from the Valdez/Copper River Area Office, Alaska Division of Forestry, P.O. Box 185, Glennallen, AK 99588 or by calling Gary Mullen at (907) 822-5534.

VOLUME AND DESCRIPTION OF TIMBER:
The area where overall harvesting is to occur is relatively flat.  Mae West Lake is one of the more dominant geographical features in the Forest Land Use Plan (FLUP) area and supports slopes between 2 and 8%.  Multiple water bodies exist within the area designated for harvest, with Mae West Lake being the largest and it covers an area of approximately 45 acres. It has an inlet on the north end, identified as Woods Creek, and an outlet on the south end where it is connected to an unnamed narrow pond and small creek that terminates into another 22 acre pond in Section 35.  Two additional water bodies exist in sections 25 and 36.   These ponds have no known inlets or outlets and there is no know fish data.  Section 2 contains several small ponds that are linked together by a small creek that terminates into the Tazlina River. There is no known fish data for this location but it will be assumed that it contains resident high value fish. Harvest activities around all lakes and streams will be in compliance with the Alaska Forest Resources & Practices Act, Article 2 Riparian Management Sec.41.17.118.  Overall stand condition is poor. The spruce bark beetle has successfully killed the scattered over story of dominant and co-dominant white spruce in this area.  The soil conditions described above have greatly influenced the growth rate of the existing understory.  This understory consists of a mix of white and black spruce with the white spruce dominating the warmer more well drained sites.  Site index for this area would be very low. 

The beetle killed and infested white spruce overstory is being targeted for removal as well as any merchantable live trees. The sale units will consist of small discontinuous 2-60 acre cutting units as well as isolated dead trees that are scattered throughout the 3200 acre sale area.  These small units targeted for removal occupy an estimated 500-800 acres within the entire area identified in the FLUP.  These unit areas could further be identified as being located on or adjacent to the small ridges in areas with fair to moderate drainage
Timber volumes are estimates based on field observations conducted by Division of Forestry (DOF) staff.  The sale was designed to be marketable to the local spruce firewood industry.  The condition or operability of the timber is not guaranteed by the State.  The State does not warrant its quantity estimate, or the quality or marketability of the timber sold.  The DOF strongly urges the prospective bidder to visit the site and evaluate the timber for themselves before submitting a bid. 
Estimated Sale Volumes

Sale VCR-4075 is a SCALED Sale.  Load tickets shall be completed for all loads.  Load tickets shall be delivered to the Valdez/Copper River Area Forestry Office on the first business day of the MONTH.  The Division of Forestry will scale the first load and every 10th load until a reasonable average volume per truck can be established. The PURCHASER shall contact the Valdez/Copper River Area Forestry (822-5534) when the tenth load is loaded and ready to be delivered.  

 Scaling provisions:  For scaling, U.S. Forest Service Region 10 scaling rules, with appropriate supplements shall apply.  Volume determination shall be by the Scribner decimal "C" Log Rule for sawlogs and the Huber Cubic Rule for fuelwood.  
ACCESS:   This sale is designed for winter access.   The designated approach is located approximately 17 miles west of Glennallen on the South side of the Glenn Highway at MP 170.5.  Depending on the logging plan submitted (required to be submitted by the Purchaser prior to entry) up to 11,000 feet of winter road may have to be constructed to access the available timber. 
All winter road access will be maintained to the standards set out in the Alaska Forest Resource and Practices Act (FRPA).  The initial centerline for this winter road has been established in orange flagging with “Truck Road Center” imprinted with black letters.
All road construction, road improvements and required maintenance of any associated roads or skid trails for this sale is the responsibility of the purchaser.
The contractor is responsible for maintaining all winter road used in connection with this timber sale.  Contractors are responsible for any logging road construction, repair, and maintenance, including snowplowing if active operations are underway.  The purchaser will coordinate traffic control, and timber hauling operations so as to minimize impact on the traveling public, and provide for safety on all roads connecting to the timber sale including the Glenn.  Any logging or log hauling permits required by the State of Alaska are the sole responsibility of the successful bidder/contractor. 
The sale area is available for logging and hauling activity during the winter months.  All roads and skid trails will be required to be maintained to the standards of 11 AAC95.285-.335 of the Forest Resources and Practices Regulations.  All winter roads, including any spur roads will require that the underlying ground is frozen sufficiently to support equipment.  This requires a minimum of 8 inches of snow and 6 inches of frost or as approved by the DOF in writing. No rutting will be allowed on any of the roads in, to or from the harvest units.  
The contractor will be contractually required to post signs as necessary to advise the public of logging and trucking operations.
BIDDING:  This is a SEALED BID SALE.  To qualify for bidding all bidders must, prior to the bid opening, submit a copy of their current Alaska Business License, and not be in default on any other state land timber sale contracts.  The business license copy may accompany the sealed bid.  Sealed bids, submitted in duplicate, on forms provided by the DOF, marked on the outside with the timber sale name and number, and addressed to the Copper River Area Office, Alaska Division of Forestry, P.O. Box 185, Glennallen AK 99588, will be accepted until bid opening, at 2:00 P.M. prevailing time on December 13, 2011.  Sealed bids may also be presented in person to the Copper River Area Forester, Gary Mullen, before the bid opening.  All bids must be in the physical possession of the Copper River Area Forester before the bid opening.  Bidders are responsible for assuring that their complete bid package is delivered on time.

 The State reserves the right to reject any or all bids.  Unless all bids are rejected, the State will award the sale to the responsible qualified bidder offering the highest total bid for the timber.  The bidder will submit one single price per standard cord of dead/infested/green spruce firewood.  The bidder’s submitted price per cord will be the per cord sum that the purchaser will pay for the timber in the sale area regardless of the quantity of timber removed.  A standard cord is defined as stacked blots or sticks containing 128 cubic feet wood, bark and air or 90 cubic feet of solid wood.
Logging must begin within 12 months of the signing of the contract or the Purchaser will be in default of the contract and all stumpage and bid deposits are forfeit to the STATE.  

Minimum bid for spruce cord wood for this timber sale:





Spruce Cordwood: $7.50/Cord

The minimum acceptable total bid price for this Cordwood sale is $7.50 per cord.  BIDS MUST BE SUBMITTED ON FORMS PROVIDED BY THE STATE AND CAN BE OBTAINED AT THE ABOVE LOCATION.

If a tie in the high sealed bid occurs, the successful bidder will be determined by lot at the time of bid opening.

If bidding as an agent for an individual, partnership, or corporation, the agent must submit with the bid a notarized power-of-attorney authorizing such agency.  No agent may represent more than one principal, or bid in competition with the agent's principal.

BID GUARANTEE:  A Bid Deposit in the amount of $500 will be required at the time bids are submitted.  The successful bidder’s deposit will be credited to the stumpage due the State.  Deposits from unsuccessful bidders will be returned at the time the sale is awarded.  The deposit furnished by the high bidder whose bid was declared acceptable will be retained as liquidated damages if the bidder does not execute the contract and furnish a satisfactory performance bond within 30 days of receipt of the contract for execution.  The $500 deposit shall be in the form of cash, certified check, cashier's check, or money order, or any combination of these.

PERIOD OF CONTRACT:  All contract obligations shall be completed within 3-years of contract execution.  In order to protect soil productivity and environmental quality, the State reserves the right to temporarily suspend operations.

BONDS:  Performance Bond.  The performance bond will be deposited with the State upon execution of this contract. The amount of the performance bond will be $1500.00.  

The PURCHASER shall deposit the bond with the State as specified either in the form of a cashier’s check or money order made payable to the STATE or as certificates of deposit with all rights except the interest assigned to the State.  If the bond is in the form of cash or check the STATE shall place the Performance Bond in a separate State account and all interest on the Performance Deposit shall accrue to the benefit of the STATE.  

PAYMENT:  The Purchaser’s Bid Deposit of $500.00 must be paid upon execution of this contract along with the sale “Performance Bond”.  Cordwood Load Tickets, representing the volume removed shall be turned in to the Division of Forestry’s Valdez/Copper River Area Office on the first business day of the month when active logging is being conducted. Payment in full for the volume, matching volume recorded on the Cordwood Log Tickets will be required at that time. 
 The PURCHASER’S Bid Deposit is due the day of the auction and it shall be applied to the Stumpage Fee Payment on the first month’s payment.  The Purchaser shall make the Bid Deposit, and also pay the Performance Bond to the State on or before the contract execution date.  The contract execution date is 30 days after the date of the timber sale auction.  
CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS AND STIPULATIONS:

The Purchaser will have 30 days from the receipt of the contract to return it to the Copper River Area Forester, properly signed and notarized and with the required payment submitted as defined above for it to be officially executed.   
The Purchaser will be required to maintain all required liability, workmen’s compensation and commercial auto insurance during the life of this contract.
The Purchaser will be required to attach and display a Cordwood Load Ticket to every load that leaves the sale area. 

All merchantable wood as identified in the contract must be removed from the sale area within 3 years of date of contract execution.  All woody cull material at landing sites as well as slash piles must also be removed within this three year period.  

RESERVATIONS:  The state reserves the right to waive technical defects in this prospectus and reject any and all high bids.  The State reserves the right to award the bid to the next highest bidder if the Director considers the highest bidder unqualified to fulfill the requirements of the contract, or if the contract is not executed by the highest bidder.  The State also reserves the right to waive any informality in the bids received whenever the waiver is in the best interests of the State.

GENERAL:  Further information, including copies of this prospectus, bid form and sample contract* (*contract available in November) may be obtained at the following web site, http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/forestry/timber/.htm or by writing to Gary Mullen at the Valdez/Copper River Area Office, Alaska Division of Forestry, P.O. Box 185 Glennallen, AK 99588 by calling (907) 822-5534.  The information and documents may also be picked up in person, by prior telephone arrangement, at the Valdez/Copper River Area Office.
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