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April 7, 2014

Dear Interested Citizen,

The Alaska Board of Forestry has asked the departments of Natural Resources and Fish and Game to review the Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA) standards for reforestation in interior and southcentral Alaska (Regions II and III) to determine whether changes to the standards are necessary to ensure adequate reforestation after timber harvesting.  The first step in this review is to convene a Science and Technical Committee to review existing scientific information on reforestation and review the current standards.  

The committee will provide scientifically-based recommendations for updates to the reforestation standards to the Alaska Board of Forestry.  The Board of Forestry will review the recommendations and determine whether to proceed.  If the Board endorses the recommendations, we will then form an Implementation Group to draft statutes and regulations to determine how to implement the scientific recommendations in a practical and effective manner.  The Implementation Group will be a stakeholders group with representatives of the state resource agencies, forest landowners, and other affected interests.

A description of the purpose, composition, and organization of the Science and Technical Committee is attached.   Meetings will be tightly focused on scientific and technical issues regarding reforestation.  All committee meetings will be open to the public, and we will send meeting minutes to anyone on the S&TC mailing list. The public is welcome to submit written comments at any time.  We will distribute all written comments to committee members.  The first meeting of the committee is scheduled for April 29, 2014 in Fairbanks. If you have any questions, or would like more information about the committee meeting, please contact either of us.

 If you would like to be added to the committee's mailing list, please contact one of us.  E-mail is preferred.   

Cordially,

Marty Freeman, co-chair			Jim Durst, co-chair
DNR Division of Forestry			ADG&D Division of Habitat
550 W. 7th Ave, Suite 1450			1300 College Road 
Anchorage, AK  99501				Fairbanks, AK  99701
907-269-8467					907-459-7254
marty.freeman@alaska.gov 			james.durst@alaska.gov
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