Response to questions on proposed regulations on reforestation standards and reforestation documentation  in Southcentral and Interior Alaska and on documentation for reforestation exemptions statewide under 11 AAC 95.235 and .375-.385.
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The Department of Natural Resources received the following question regarding proposed amendments to the Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA) regulations on reforestation in Regions II and III.  Our response follows.
	Question:  What is the driving purpose for these changes; why were they needed and what do you hope to achieve.

	Response:  The Forest Resources and Practices Act is designed to ensure that forest resource management guarantees perpetual supplies of renewable resources and supports economic activities derived from forest resources (AS 41.17.010(2) and (3).  The Act requires that harvested land be reforested to the fullest extent practicable to result in a sustained yield of timber (AS 41.17.060(b)(4).  The proposed regulation changes are intended to ensure that these standards are met in the face of new scientific information and changing climatic conditions.
The Board of Forestry and departments of Natural Resources (DNR) and Fish and Game (ADF&G) wanted to review the reforestation regulations in Interior and Southcentral Alaska (Regions II and III) for the following reasons.

· When the Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA) regulations were first adopted in 1993, the focus was on forest operations in Coastal Alaska (Region I).  There was far less information on Regions II and III.

· In the time since those regulations were adopted, there has been considerable relevant research in Regions II and III, and more than 20 years of experience working with the regulations to see what works and what doesn’t.

· Foresters, operators, and researchers questioned whether the existing standards are the most effective way to get a new, productive forest after harvest.

· Changes in climatic conditions mean that approaches that have worked in the past may not be successful in the future.  For example, recent research shows that local seed sources may no longer be the best adapted to current and anticipated climatic conditions.

DNR and ADF&G began the regulation review process with a Science & Technical Committee review of relevant literature.  We compiled this information into an annotated bibliography, with an introduction to each section as follows. 

· Silvics, 

· Reforestation methods, results, and stocking standards

· Soils, site preparation, and competition control, 

· Fire and regeneration

· Wildlife-reforestation interactions and adaptive management

· Insects and disease effects on reforestation 

· Non-native and invasive species

· Climate change and assisted migration

· Reforestation modeling

· Regeneration assessment and technology.

The bibliography is available on the Division of Forestry website at:  http://forestry.alaska.gov/forestpractices#reforestation. The website also includes the recommendations from the Science & Technical Committee (S&TC) and the Implementation Group (stakeholders), minutes of the S&TC and Implementation Group meetings, and scientific presentations to the groups.  I encourage you to review any the material of interest, and welcome any questions. 




