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INTRODUCTION 

Background 

The Chugach T ra i l  Plan is an access p lan to  the in te r io r  o f  Chugach State 
Park. Most o f  th is  extremely rugged,  mountain pa rk  has no t  yielded to  the 
bui ld ing o f  roads which span i t s  exter ior  boundaries in all but the eastern 
perimeter. Tra i l s  are and always wi l l  be  the pr inc ipal  means o f  ge t t ing  
around th is  magnificent glaciated landscape. 

The Alaska Outdoor Recreation Plan o f  1981 shows trai l -related act iv i t ies to  be 
the largest category o f  recreational use in Alaska. Th is  accounts fo r  t he  
present popular i ty  o f  the park  to area residents. Statistics suggest tha t  i t s  
use wi l l  cont inue to grow faster than the general population g rowth  o f  Anchor- 
age and v ic in i ty .  

Because there are so many d i f fe ren t  t ra i l  user groups tha t  have an in terest  
in Chugach State Park, it was considered necessary to  develop a comprehen- 
sive t ra i l  management p lan for  the pa rk  which examines the many, oftentimes 
competing uses, to a r r i v e  at  a system tha t  provides access and recreational 
opportunit ies as well as protect ion o f  the pa rk  resources. Many o f  those user 
groups have requested permission o f  the pa rk  management s ta f f  to  build t ra i l s  
that  serve the i r  own needs. Among these groups are the  Nordic skiers, 
equestrians, h ikers and snowmobilers. Th is  pressure has been greatest in 
the Hil lside Un i t  o f  the pa rk ,  b u t  th is  is  no t  the only  area. 

Tra i ls  mean many d i f fe ren t  th ings to  d i f fe ren t  people. I n  discussing the 
subject w i th  members o f  the Chugach State Park Advisory Board and other 
Iknowledgeable users of the pa rk ,  i t  hecame apparent tha t  there are many 
d i f fe ren t  thoughts on managing t ra i ls  there. 

O n r  school o f  thought suggests that  no new t ra i ls  should be  built in Chugach 
State Park.  "People can f i n d  the i r  own way in to  and around the park . "  
Even people who "professionally" advocate fu r the r  t ra i l  construct ion often 
pr iva te ly  hold the view tha t  no new t ra i ls  should be bui l t .  This  at t i tude 
shows the i r  acute concern that  the v e r y  special wi ld  coun t r y  values and 
sccnic resources o f  the park  should no t  be diminished. 

Another g roup  urges development o f  a much more comprehensive network o f  
t rai ls,  and perhaps a greater number o f  wide trai ls.  St i l l  another g roup  o r  
individuals u rge  tha t  the pa rk  be total ly opened to  the i lse o f  motorized 
vehicles o f  a l l  types. Through analysis, the reasoned middle g round  can 
I-lopefully be  a r r i ved  a t  - a system that  provides reasonable access t o  a l l  user 
groups wi th in the constraints o f  resource protect ion tha t  most users agree is 
so important. 

t'urpost? i~r;d Scope . . -- 

This plan establishes guidelines for thc fu tu re  use and development o f  t ra i ls  
i n  Chugach Statc Park. I t  is based on an analysis o f  ex is t ing  access points 
and trai ls,  t he  p a r k  environment, and c u r r e n t  and ant ic ipated t rends in 
recreational use. 



The  p r ima ry  purposes of  t h i s  p lan  a re  t o  p rov ide :  

1. A t r a i l  system which allows for optimum recreat ional  use o f  the area 
whi le  p rese rv i ng  the na tu ra l  env i ronment  o f  t he  p a r k  f o r  f u t u r e  
generat ions. 

2. A consistent set  o f  pr inc ip les and  policies for t r a i l  management. 
3. A basis f o r  f u t u r e  f und ing  (C IP  p r io r i t i za t ion) .  
4. A roadmap fo r  t h e  t r a i l  bu i l d i ng  a n d  maintenance e f f o r t s  o f  vo lun-  

teer  organizat ions. 

A s  w i t h  a l l  master plans, per iod ic  rev iew wi l l  be  necessary t o  insure  tha t  t he  
concepts and  recommendations o f  t h i s  t r a i l  p lan  re f lec t  t h e  changing needs o f  
t he  publ ic .  

Th i s  p lan wi l l  examine trai lheads, pa t te rns  o f  t r a i l  use (about  which much is 
s t i l l  t o  be learned) ,  a n d  ex i s t i ng  plans such as the Chugach State Park 
Master Plan, t he  Alaska Recreation T r a i l  Plan, and  the Anchorage Tra i l s  Plan, 

1984)  Land ownersh ip  a n d  land s ta tus wi l l  be  rev iewed as well as u r b a n  & pat te rns  along t he  p a r k  boundary .  Analys is  o f  t h i s  informat ion a n d  
pub l i c  and  c i t izen adv isory  hoa rd  comments wi l l  p rov ide  t he  d i rec t ion  needed 
t o  recommend new trai lheads, new t ra i l s ,  improvements o r  upgrad ing ,  and  
t ra i l s  t ha t  should poss ib ly  b e  closed o r  relocated. 

Management Un i ts  

In the  Chugach State Park  Master Plan (1980). t he  p a r k  has been d i v i ded  
i n to  f i ve  u n i t s  which cor respond rough l y  w i t h  impor tant  geographic un i t s .  
The  recommendations o f  t h i s  p lan  wi l l  be  made w i t h i n  these same p lanning 
un i t s .  T h e y  are: 

1. Eklutna-Peters Creek; 
2. Eagle River;  
3. Sh ip  Creek; 
4. Hillside; 
5. Turnaga in  Arm. 

O n  the o ther  hand,  policies per ta in ing  to  t he  en t i r e  p a r k  a r c  inc luded wi th i r l  
t he  areawide section o f  t he  t r a i l  plan. T h e  Coals and Object ives of th is  p lan 
are ident ical  w i t h  those enumerated in the  Chugach State Park  Master Plan 
w i th  t h e  emphasis o f  t h i s  p lan  be ing  towards access a n d  t ra i ls .  In a few 
cases t h i s  p lan  may recommend an  amendment t o  t he  master p lan  in o rde r  to  
accommodate t r a i l  re la ted act iv i t ies  t ha t  a r e  considered t o  b e  i n  t he  best  
in te res ts  o f  t h e  p a r k  and  i t s  users. Land acquisi t ions wi l l  also be  recom- 
mended i n  severa l  instances t o  faci l i tate access i n to  and  w i t h i n  t he  pa rk .  I n  
a number  o f  cases, t he  h lun ic ipa l i ty  o f  Anchorage wi l l  be  asked t o  p rov ide  
p la t ted access t o  t he  p a r k  t h r o u g h  p roper t ies  t ha t  are undergo ing  subdiv is ion 
along t h e  pa rk ' s  boundaries.  T h i s  wi l l  r e q u i r e  close coordinat ion o f  municipal 
and state in terests .  

Land Management Status - 

There  are a number o f  p r i v a t e  inhoid ings w i t h i n  the lcq is la t ive ly  clesiqnaterl 
boundaries o f  Chugach State Park.  Several o f  these, pa r t i cu l a r l y  in R a t h i t  
Creek Val ley,  Peters Creek,  and  the South Fo rk  of  Eagle R iver ,  a re  com- 
p l icat ing or b lock ing  t he  logical access to  these por t ions o f  the p a r k .  I n  



addition, since the Chugach Statc Park Master Plan was published in  1980, 
the Nor th  Anchorage Land Agreement (NALA) has re turned some 40,000 acres 
of Eklutna Village lands to the management of Division o f  Parks and Outdoor 
Eecreation in the Eklutna Valley - Peters Creek areas. Th is  is vi tal  to the 
management o f  the park  as a cohesive unit. 

The land ownership status o f  the pa rk  is a complex issue which can best be 
~ tnders tood b y  studying the Land Ownership Map included for reference. 

Chugach Statc Park Land Use Zones 

The master plan for the p a r k  established three land use classification zones 
which apply according to the physical su i tabi l i ty  o f  the  area and Alaska 
Statute 41.20, the pirk enabling legislation. These can be  re fer red  to in 

* Recreation Development Zone - to meet intensive recreation needs 
by prov id ing  well developed access points and facilities. 

* Natural Environment Zone - to prov ide fo r  low-impact recreation 
needs o f  a general nature. 

* Wilderness Zone - to promote, perpetuate and restore the wilderness 
character of the land. No motorized vehicles o f  any type are 
allowed in th is  zone. 



CHAPTER 2 

PUBLIC PREFERENCES AND EXPECTATIONS 

Residents and  out-of-state v is i to rs  f requent l y  have d i f f e ren t  preferences and  
expectat ions when v i s i t i ng  a recreat ion o r  p a r k  area. In the  par t i cu la r  
s i tuat ion o f  Chugach State Park,  a rugged,  mountain p a r k  close to  the  statr.'.; 
la rgest  population, some in te res t ing  observat ions car1 be  made. 

Residents 

Use of  t he  p a r k  b y  res idents  has r i sen  dramatical ly s ince i t s  establishment in 
1970 ,  many times faster  than  t he  general  populat ion g r o w t h  o f  t he  area. Th is  
i s  p robab ly  due p r ima r i l y  to:  

1 .  Bet te r  road access t o  t he  park .  
2 .  New t ra i lheads and  increased pa rk i ng .  
3. New t r a i l s  a n d  be t t e r  maintenance. 
4.  Developed p icn ic  a n d  le isure faci l i t ies. 
5. lncreased fac i l i t y  se rv ic ing  and  range r  presence which g ives  areas 

a more o r d e r l y  appearance: making them more fami ly or iented.  
6.  General awareness o f  phys ica l  f i tness by the  publ ic .  
7. lncreased appreciat ion o f  na tu ra l  processes and  des i re  t o  see wi ld-  

l i fe .  
8 .  Bet te r  s ign ing  and  media pub l i c i t y .  
9 .  Dayl ight -sav ing time (more evening use ) .  

As  recen t l y  as 1974,  it was q u i t e  possible to  h i k e  at  Glen Alps in the  Hi l ls ide 
on a warm, sunny  weekday evening in mid-June and  see perhaps one o ther  
car  in the  p a r k i n g  area. Now it i s  t yp ica l  t o  find two o r  t h ree  dozen cars  on 
a similar evening. Residents have d iscovered the i r  pa rk ,  and  t he  potent ia l  
fo r  increased use  is p robab ly  many times present  use, even w i t h  no  increase 
in general  populat ion. 

New res idents  tend  t o  seek o u t  t h e  more obvious access po in ts  f i r s t  - those 
which p rov ide  easy access on good well-marked roads - Tu rnaga in  Arm, Eagle 
R iver  Val ley ( v i s i t o r  cen te r ) ,  A r c t i c  Val ley and  Ek lu tna  Lake. T h e i r  f i r s t  
h ikes a re  usual ly  sho r t  a n d  o r ien ted  a round  faci l i t ies. A s  they  become mor r  
famil iar w i t h  t he  pa rk ,  t h e y  seek o u t  new and  less obv ious areas which 
p rov ide  more penet ra t ing  exper iences and  longer,  more arduous h ikes - 
increas ing ly  d i s t an t  f rom the  "general  user" .  T h e  lesser known trai lheads 
and  backcoun t r y  areas o f  t h e  p a r k  a re  used p r inc ipa l l y  b y  well acquainted 
residents.  

Out-of-state V is i to rs  

Out-of-state v i s i t o r s  o r  t ou r i s t s  a re  also d iscover ing the  pa rk .  T h e i r  exper i -  
ences a re  genera l ly  much more super f ic ia l  - passing t h r o u o h  it, for  examplc, 
along Tu rnaga in  Arm,  perhaps in a t ou r  bus  o r  ren ted  car .  Increas ing ly ,  
areas l i ke  Glen Alps,  Upper  Hvf fman a n d  Upper  O'hlalley a re  be ing  "dis-  
covered" because o f  t he  panoramic views a n d  the chance to 5cc Mt. McKinley,  
a maior Alaskan at t ract ion.  



Eayi ly accessed dest inat ions w i t h  s u p e r b  scenery  a r e  most in demand b y  v i s i -  
t o r s  w i t h  l imi ted time. Many wan t  to  b e  able to  exper ience a n d  pho tograph  
the magni f icence o f  Alaska as conven ien t l y  as possible.  Dest inat ions such  as 
T u r n a g a i n  Arm,  A r c t i c  Val ley,  Eaglc R i v e r  Val ley a n d  E k l u t n a  Lake o f f e r  t h e  
b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s ightsee ing w i t h o u t  running i n t o  access ib i l i ty  problems. 

O t h e r  areas w i t h  h i g h  use potent ia l ,  because o f  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  downtown 
Anchorage a n d  f i n e  v iews, a r e  U p p e r  t l u f fman  t ra i l iead,  U p p e r  OIMalley, a n d  
if t h e  r o a d  is improved,  Glen A l p s  Tra i lhead.  T r a i l  exper iences f o r  v i s i t o r s  
tend  t o  b e g i n  where t h e  t r a i l  i s  obv ious,  inviting a n d  looks safe. Eagle 
R i v e r  V i s i t o r  Cen te r  T r a i l  (especial ly  t h e  new n a t u r e  t r a i l )  i s  a good example. 
D isp lays  o f  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  good maps i n v i t e  a wa lke r  t o  exp lo re  f u r t h e r .  
O t h e r  t r a i l s  w i t h  a h i g h  po ten t ia l  f o r  a t t r a c t i n g  v i s i t o r s  a r e  t h e  O l d  Johnson 
T r a i l  a t  Pot ter  Marsh  (Sect ion House V i s i t o r  Cen te r )  a n d  McHugh Creek,  t h e  
new U p p e r  Hu f fman  t o  F la t top  T r a i l  ( t o  b e  recommended in t h i s  p lan ) ,  
Ek lu tna  Lake Glacier  T r a i l ,  a n d  a n  improved  S h i p  Creek Val ley  t ra i l .  I t  i s  
conceivable t h a t  t o u r i s t  use  o f  t h e  p a r k  cou ld  r i s e  dramat ical ly ,  y e t  impact 
on ly  t h e  p e r i p h e r a l  areas of t h e  p a r k .  Most t r a i l s  wou ld  b e  used  for  t h e  
f i r s t  h a l f  mi le o r  so, y e t  t h e  exper ience cou ld  b e  r e w a r d i n g  enough  to  many 
v i s i t o r s  t o  ent ice  them to  remain longer  in Anchorage. 

Increased Access - 

B u s  se rv i ce ,  b o t h  t o u r  buses a n d  Munic ipa l  buses,  wou ld  subs tan t ia l l y  in- 
crease use  b y  res iden ts  a n d  v i s i to rs .  Lower income res idents ,  younger  
people,  a n d  t h e  handicapped a n d  e l d e r l y  would  b e n e f i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from 
Munic ipa l  h u s  serv ice.  V i s i t o r s  would  b e n e f i t  by t h e  conven ien t  b u s  access 
to areas t h e y  know l i t t l e  abou t  reach ing.  B o t h  res iden ts  a n d  v i s i t o r s  want  to  
cn joy  a r e w a r d i n g  n a t u r e  e x r  r i ence  t h a t  i nvo lves  ca re f ree  access to  t h e  
super la t i ve  rec rea t ion  resources t h a t  a r e  rep resen ted  b y  Chugach  State  Park .  

T h e  ttse o f  buses wou ld  reduce  t h e  need to  e x p a n d  p a r k i n g  faci l i t ies as more 
a n d  more people v i s i t  t h e  p a r k  in t h e  f u t u r e .  It would  also reduce  t ra f f ic  in 
residential areas b o r d e r i n g  t h e  p a r k .  

Common I n t e r e s t s  

Genera l ly  speaking,  out -o f -s ta te  v i s i t o r s  expec t  more in t h e  n a t u r e  o f  deve l -  
oped faci l i t ies a t  t ra i lheads t h a n  res idents ,  l a rge ly  because o f  t h e i r  o r ien -  
ta t ion  toward  s imi lar  fac i l i t ies  in t h e  more developed states. B u t  v i s i t o r s ,  
l i k e  res idents ,  also have  a s t r o n g  des i re  to  exper ience a l i t t l e  bi t  of t h e  rea l  
A laska during t h e  s h o r t  t ime t h e y  spend  in Anchorage.  T h e  t r a i l s  o f  
Chugach  State  P a r k  can  p r o v i d e  v i s i t o r s  a n  unpara l le led o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  have  
in t imate con tac t  w i t h  n a t u r a l  Alaska. 

T h i s  sect ion w i l l  examiric user  cxpcc ta t ions  and sat is fac t ion elements by t y p e  
of recreat iona l  a c t i v i t y .  

C r o s s - C o u n t r y  Sk ie rs  

T o  t h e  c ross -coun t ry  s k i e r ,  t h e  cond i t i on  a n d  des ign  o f  t h e  t r a i l  i s  para-  
mocrnt. A smooth, wel l -honed t r a c k  adds  immeasurably to  t h e  enjoyment o f  a 



s k i  out ing. Conversely.  a ru t t ed ,  gouged o r  otherwise damaged t ra i l  can 
p rove  to  be almost unskiable o r  thorough ly  i ~np leasan t  to use. 

The r h y t h m  o f  a t r a i l  is a key  element f o r  user  satisfaction. The t r a i l  should 
s k i  smoothly w i thou t  being j e r ky  or o f  monotonous grade. If t he  sk ie r  can 
develop a good s t r i de  w i th  carefree t u r n s  and  h i l ls ,  several o f  his o r  he r  
expectations wi l l  have been met. 

The  sk ier  should be able t o  enjoy a var ie ty  of  scenery and  vegetation types. 
Fortunately,  t h e  h i g h l y  d ivers i f ied  landscapes of the Chugach Mountains make 
th i s  easily achievable. Nonetheless, a conscious ef for t  should be made to  
p rov ide  a va r i e t y  o f  environments and  vistas along any  g i ven  t ra i l .  

Loop t ra i l s  can p rov ide  d i ve rs i t y  by allowing the sk ie r  t o  experience new 
scenery along the  en t i r e  route.  Loop t ra i l s  a t  d i f f e ren t  elevations and te r ra in  
conf igurat ions a re  also capable of  tak ing  advantage o f  super ior  snow or 
weather condit ions prevalent  at  cer ta in  elevations. Loop t ra i l s  a re  sometimes 
easi ly created by cons t ruc t ing  sho r t  connect ing l i nks  w i th  ex is t ing  t ra i ls ,  o r  
by connect ing o ther  loops. Loop t ra i l s  can serve as a valuable management 
tool i n  p rov id ing  a wide var ie ty  o f  sa t i s fy ing  experiences in areas t ha t  are 
most capable o f  accommodating such  trai ls.  For example, in the Hi l ls ide un i t ,  
extens ive loop t ra i l s  west o f  Campbell Creek would p rov ide  the kind o f  ou t i ng  
most two o r  th ree  hou r  weekend sk ie rs  des i re  wi thout  hav ing  t o  cross t he  
c reek  i n to  areas tha t  are desirable to  re ta in  as dispersed, low impact land- 
scapes tha t  a r e  important f o r  w in te r ing  wi ld l i fe  o r  wi lderness character ist ics.  
In th is  way, g rea te r  use can be  accommodated near  the p a r k  boundary  i n  
development zones wi thout  p lac ing g rea te r  impacts i n  backcount ry  na tu ra l  
areas o r  wi lderness zones. 

O r i g i n  - dest inat ion t ra i l s  wi l l  always be  the major t r a i l  t y p e  i n  Chugach State 
Park. T ra i l s  beg inn ing  a t  a p a r k  pe r i phe ry  trai lhead a n d  penetrat ing t he  
p a r k  to specif ic landscape features wi l l  always be  in demand. Many o f  these 
a re  already available t o  one degree o r  another ,  and v a r y  from poor  to  aood i n  
serv ing  as s k i  t rai ls.  Narrow val leys and changes in elevation l imit  t he  
opt ions f o r  acceptable t r a i l  g rade  and var ie ty  more often than not .  Where 
there  is a choice, open forests a re  of ten preferable t o  treeless areas especial- 
ly on  c loudy days,  which resu l t  in whiteout condit ions, o r  w indy  days,  which 
resu l t  in an unpleasant ch i l l  factor o r  wind-eroded snowpack. 

Sk iers  expect  s k i  t r a i l s  t o  be free o f  motorized uses, which can easily dest rov 
t he  t read o f  t h e  t ra i l ;  a n d  also f ree o f  horses, h i ke rs  and dogs, each o f  
which damage s k i  t ra i l s  in d i f f e ren t  ways. t iowever, many sk iers  enjoy 
t ak ing  dogs w i t h  them on s k i  ou t ings  since many of the Municipal s k i  t ra i l s  
a re  closed t o  dogs. The t rench ing  tha t  occurs from walk ing may render  a 
t r a i l  unskiable,  dangerous to  use, o r  jus t  unpleasant t o  the sk ier .  The  
expectat ion o f  t he  sk ie r  is ,  that  f o r  sat isfact ion and  enjoyment o f  the out ing,  
none o f  these unpleasant events wi l l  occur on  t ra i l s  managed b y  Chugach 
State Park. For tunate ly ,  t he  more sk ie r s  t ha t  use a t r a i l ,  the less l i ke ly  i t  
i s  tha t  there  wi l l  b e  inappropr ia te uses of it. 

I n  a nutshel l ,  the sk ie r ,  i n  o rder  to have a sat is fy ing experience, expects t o  
follow a well-maintained t r a i l  f ree  frem inappropr ia te act iv i t ies ,  t h rough  a 
var ie ty  o f  scenic woodlands and alpine areas. The condit ion of  the t r a i l  i s  
important t o  t he  skier.  



I-lorseback r iders.  tlorseback r i de rs  in Chugach State Park seek experiences - 
that allow them to get away from it a l l  in pleasant, quiet  surroundings and to  
enjoy the manifest beauties o f  na ture  in the mountains. Equestrian t ra i ls  
should. follow hardened surfaces so tha t  horses can avoid mudholes and inse- 
cure  footing. Grades stiould be moderate, especially where winter  use is 
anticipated. Equestr ian t ra i ls  should also be free o f  a l l  motorized ac t iv i ty  
which could resu l t  i n  danger to horse and r ider .  A good horse t ra i l  should 
prov ide the r i de r  w i th  a var ie ty  o f  te r ra in  and vegetation types, and g ive the  
feeling of going somewhere. This  can be achieved, even in the re lat ive ly  
limited f lat  te r ra in  o f  the Hi l ls ide unit, by prov id ing  a series o f  loop trai ls.  
Wide, hard-surfaced t ra i ls  such as the powerline t ra i l  in the Hil lside are ideal 
fr?r p rov id ing  longer t r i ps  amid spectacular mountain scenery. The com- 
bination of loop t ra i ls  and several good longer destination routes w i th in  the 
major valleys o f  Chugach State Park can prov ide the horseman wi th  exhi larat -  
ing, safe and sat is fy ing riding experiences. Wildlife viewing is v e r y  success- 
f111 on horseback because many species are unafra id o f  a human on horseback. 

Many o f  these t ra i ls  already exist ,  b u t  i n  some instances new t ra i ls  wil l  be 
needed to prov ide cont inued sat isfactory experiences. Several t ra i l s  may 
have to be relocated in par t ,  because o f  t ra i l  degradation, such as large 
mudholes, which pose a hazard to horsemen and other  users. Sensit ive alpine 
te r ra in  can also su f fe r  from horse use. Wet areas must be avoided if satis- 
factory t ra i l  t reads are to  be maintained. Through carefu l  route selection, 
d i f f i cu l t  situations can be avoided allowing the  r i de r  to  have an experience 
that  is thoroughly enjoyable and safe. 

Sled Dog Mushers. Dog mushing enthusiasts need a more exact ing set o f  
favorable condit ions than o ther  t ra i l  users in order  to  enjoy the i r  sport .  
This  is p a r t l y  because o f  the d i f f i cu l t y  i n  d isc ip l in ing a large team o f  doas 
and the fact tha t  t he  team and sled are more unwieldy than any other 
over-the-snow t ranspor t  even under the best o f  conditions. The d r i v e r  
f requent ly  stands 30 to 40 feet behind the lead dog, and th is  l imits h is  ab i l i t y  
to  see and respond to  sharp  changes in the t ra i l  o r  other hazards. Generally 
f lat  grades, gent le t u rns ,  and ample w id th  ( ten feet p lus)  are important 
requirements for  dog trails. 

It is especially important tha t  sled dog t ra i ls  are free o f  motorized vehicles or 
horses. The natura l  hazards o f  moose are severe enough without addinn 
addit ional hazards that are controllable b y  management techniques. Even 
sk iers and people on foot can create problems fo r  dog mushers in narrow t ra i l  
corr idors.  

Most o f  the f requent ly  used winter  t ra i l s  in Chugach State Park are con- 
sidered mult iple use winter t ra i l  cor r idors  tha t  are reasonably compatible fo r  
sled dog teams and sk iers o r  h ikers.  I f  the t ra i l  c learing is wide enough, 
both uses can be accommodated without conf l ic t .  The Hil lside unit t ra i ls ,  the 
powerline, gasline and Wolverine trai ls,  are f requent ly  used b y  mushers when 
the snow is deeper there than in town o r  other  sea level port ions o f  the 
park .  

To prov ide more opportunit ies for  sled dog mushers, a connection between the 
Hil lside T r a i l  System and Far Nor th  Bicentennial Park T r a i l  System should be 
made. Then addit ional loops should be  constructed to d ivers i fy  t ravel  dis- 
tances and possible motorized use conf l icts should be examined. If the sled 



dog musher can choose a var ie ty  o f  loop trai ls w i th  moderate grades, wide 
t read and gent le tu rns ,  tha t  are independent o f  motorized activit ies, then h is  
desire to enjoy one o f  Alaska's most time-honored tradit ions wil l  have been 
met. 

Snowmobilers. The snowmobiler l ikes t ra i l s  tha t  go somewhere. The concept 
o f  a d is tant  destination is important, in pa r t ,  because it takes so l i t t le  time to 
ge t  there, and because such routes tradit ional ly have prov ided a wide range 
of condit ions tha t  are challenging to the user.  Distance, lots of space, 
adequate snow cover, and freedom from avalanche hazards are the require- 
ments fo r  enjoyable snowmobiling. 

A wide range o f  t ra i l  types can be used b y  the h igh ly  responsive, agile, and 
speedy snowmobile, which includes the three- and four-wheel ATCts. This  
has led in p a r t  to  conf l icts w i th  non-motorized users. 

For these reasons, carefree snowmobiling requi res t ra i l s  and areas that  arc: 
ext raord inar i ly  well marked and laid ou t  to  take advantage o f  natural  terrain'  
breaks, heavy vegetation and logical topographic boundaries. The number o f  
non-motorized t ra i l s  tha t  in tercept  snowmobile t ra i ls  should be kept  to  a 
minimum to discourage penetration o f  snowmobiles in to  non-motorized areas. 
This  is essential, because, if the system o f  area zoning is not  enforceable, 
snowmobilers wi l l  find themselves under increasing pressure to close these 
areas as the  steady escalation o f  non-motorized users make thei r  own demands 
for t ra i l  use fel t .  

Three-wheelers and motorbikes. It should be noted at the outset tha t  three- 
wheelers are considered to be snow vehicles in winter ( l i ke  snowmobiles), 
while two-wheel motor bikes are not. Also, bo th  two and three wheeled bikes 
are simply off-road vehicles (ORV's) in the snow-free seasons, which wi l l  be 
discussed now. 

L ike snowmobilers, motorcyclists enjoy destination-oriented t ra i l s  tha t  traverse 
a wide range o f  challengirig te r ra in  and prov ide the distance tha t  is sought - 
i n  a word - going somewhere. Practically any t ra i ls  b u t  the steepest arc: 
accessible to cyc l is ts  which creates bo th  opportunit ies arid the need for 
limitations. The l imitations are concerned w i th  site degradation, par t icu lar ly  
soil erosion and destruct ion o f  vegetation, as well as noise near non-motorized 
users. The opportunit ies are  tha t  the network o f  logging roads i n  B i r d  
Creek Valley tha t  may have been viewed as undesirable fo r  most uses are well 
sui ted fo r  ORV use. tlowever, in general, because o f  the preponderance o f  
alpine zone in Chugach State Park, and the narrowness of accessible valleys, 
l i t t le  o f  Chugach State Park is suitable fo r  ORV use when compared w i th  more 
favorable areas n o r t h  o f  the  pa rk  and the numerous potential confl icts w i th  
non-motorized users w i th in  the park.  

Mountain b ikers.  Mountain b ikers  are enjoying a new spor t  in Chugach State 
Park. Most bikes are being used fo r  reaching specific destinations in a shor t  
time using be t te r  than average t ra i ls  such as the gasline and powerline 
"roads" to Indian, and the Eklutna Lake Road between Camparourid "A"  and 
the glacier. Mountain b ikers  want addit ional suitable t ra i l s  for the i r  activit ies 
i n  Chugach State Park. - 



Several  p re l im inary  s tud ies  i r l  o t h e r  s ta tes  ind icate  t h a t  mounta in  b i kes  cause 
soi l  compaction a n d  displacement r o u g h l y  comparable t o  v ibram-soled boots ,  
e x c e p t  o n  s teep downh i l l  g rades  where  a small amount o f  add i t iona l  g o u g i n g  
may occur  t o  t h e  t r a i l  t read .  Perhaps t h e  most s ign i f i can t  impact is  social as 
some h i k e r s  may resen t  t h e  ease w i t h  wh ich  mounta in  b i k e r s  a r r i v e  a t  back- 
c o u n t r y  dest inat ions.  

H i k e r s  a n d  mountaineers.  Chugach  State  P a r k  is  a h i k e r ' s  a n d  mountaineer 's 
dream. It o f f e r s  gen t le ,  fo res ted  va l leys ,  v a s t  a lp ine reg ions  a n d  mountains 
t h a t  r a n g e  f rom g e n t l e  t o  ex t reme ly  rugged .  I n t e r s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  a r e  
gem-l ike a lp ine  lakes a n d  severa l  l a r g e  g lac iers  a n d  ice f ie lds.  H i k i n g  a n d  
mounta ineer ing a r e  t h e  o n l y  p rac t i ca l  means o f  reach ing  v a s t  areas o f  t h e  
p a r k .  

Des ignated o r  improved  foot  t r a i l s  a r e  des i rab le  w i t h i n  t h e  forested zone a n d  
among t h e  a l d e r  b r u s h  f ie lds .  Few addi t iona l  improvements,  o t h e r  t h a n  those 
t o  promote p u b l i c  sa fe ty  s u c h  as r u s t i c  b r i d g e s  a n d  a lp ine cairnes,  a r e  
needed t o  p r o v i d e  a s a t i s f y i n g  exper ience f o r  many h i k e r s  a n d  mountaineers.  
For  those who  d e s i r e  s h o r t e r  du ra t ion ,  c loser t o  t h e  t ra i l head  exper iences,  a 
few w ider  t r a i l s  t h a t  p e r m i t  s ide-by-side conversat ions w i t h  fami ly  o r  f r i e n d s  
a r e  desirable.  P icn ick ing  exper iences f r e q u e n t l y  accompany these d a y  h ikes.  

Wi ld l i fe v i e w i n g  is  a p r i z e d  exper ience  f o r  many in Chugach  State  Park .  
Narrow,  low-s tandard t r a i l s  a r e  ideal  f o r  w i ld l i f e  v iew ing .  T h e r e  should  be  
enough  n a t u r a l  impediments t o  guaran tee  t h a t  n o  motor ized u s e  is  possible o n  
env i ronmenta l l y  sens i t i ve  w i ld l i f e  v i e w i n g  t ra i l s .  T h i s  c o u l d  sha t te r  t h e  u s e r  
exper ience a n d  t h r e a t e n  w i ld l i f e  populat ions.  Wi ld l i fe v i e w i n g  t r a i l s  t h u s  
d i f f e r  s h a r p l y  f rom n a t u r e  t r a i l s  w h i c h  a r e  built t o  much h i g h e r  s tandards  to  
accommodate even  t h e  y o u n g  a n d  handicapped. 

Boaters  a n d  r i v e r  r u n n e r s .  Eagle R i v e r  is  t h e  o n l y  r e g u l a r l y  used boa t ing  o r  -- 
f loa t ing  stream in t h e  p a r k .  However,  it shou ld  b e  no ted  t h a t  B i r d  Creek ,  
Sh ip  Creek  ( i n  p a r k )  a n d  Peters  Creek  can b e  kayaked  f o r  s h o r t  d istances 
a n d  t h i s  i s  happen ing  occasional ly now. E k l u t n a  R i v e r  may also have  some 
potent ia l .  Since t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  charac te r  o f  t h e  stream is  a g i v e n ,  a n d  one 
f o u n d  most en joyab le  by some k a y a k e r s  a n d  r a f t e r s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  en joy-  
ment  o r  sat is fac t ion a r e  most ly  in t h e  n a t u r e  o f  access po in ts .  T h e  Moose 
Pond a n d  Eagle R i v e r  campground  a r e  two  p r i n c i p a l  po in ts  o f  access. hlain- 
t a i n i n g  water  q u a l i t y  a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  shore l ine viewscapes, especial ly  
b e y o n d  t h e  p a r k  b o u n d a r y ,  a r e  impor tan t  components t o  b e  dea l t  w i t h  in 
p r e s e r v i n g  Eagle R i v e r ' s  recreat iona l  assets. T h e  proposed Eagle R i v e r  
Greenbel t  Plan w i l l  b e  a v i t a l  component in p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s t ream w i t h i n  t h e  
munic ipa l  boundar ies .  

E k l u t n a  Lake serves a t r a i l  f u n c t i o n  because it has r o a d  access a t  t h e  n o r t h  
e n d  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  dest inat ions b e y o n d  t h e  seven miles o f  lake su r face  a t  t h e  
s o u t h  end.  A walkway t o  fac i l i ta te  h a n d  launch ing  o f  small c r a f t  would  be  
~ r s e f u l  a t  each e n d  o f  E k l u t n a  Lake because o f  t h e  f l u c u a t i n g  water  level .  

Handicapped users .  D isab led persons  would  bene f i t  f rom t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  
rec rea t ion  t r a i l s  des igned t o  meet t h e i r  spec i f ic  needs. N a t u r e  t r a i l s  w h i c h  
rea tu re  f a i r l y  f l a t  g rades ,  compacted a n d  mud- f ree surfaces,  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  
features a r e  wel l -su i tcd fo r  t h e i r  use  a n d  enjoyment.  T r a i l s  su i tab le  f o r  
handicapped use  shou ld  be  s i t e d  in a v a r i e t y  o f  p a r k  env i ronments  t o  p r o v i d e  



shorter access from various parts o f  the ci ty ,  and to provide a variety of 
splendid viewscapes a t  different seasons. These shoclld include arl alpine 
area, several along Turnagain Arm, Eklutna Lake and Eagle River Visitor 
Center. Well-designed handicapped accessible trails can provide enjoyable 
outdoor experiences and new challenges for handicapped persons. 



CHAPTER 3 

POLICIES 

Policy on Naming and  Number ing o f  T ra i l s  - 

Tra i l s  w i t h i n  Chugach State Park should be  named and numbered. Naming is 
impor tant  because it prov ides descr ip t i ve  informat ion about  t he  t r a i l  t o  users  
and  enables them t o  i den t i f y  g r o u n d  locations from maps. It is also v i ta l  to  
rangers  in i den t i f y i ng  t he  location o f  events  o r  incidents.  Naming t r a i l s  i s  
a k i n  to  t he  importance o f  naming s t reets  in a c i t y .  

Number ing o f fe rs  addi t ional  advantages. It p reven ts  a n y  misunderstanding o f  
t r a i l  i den t i t y  when names a re  similar. While naming p rov ides  valuable i n fo r -  
mation about  or ig in-dest inat ion a n d  env i ronment  o f  a t ra i l ,  number ing can k e y  
t he  t r a i l  t o  a par t i cu la r  management unit o f  the  p a r k  and  w i l l  be  valuable i n  
the  f u t u r e  as the  maintenance management system fo r  t he  d iv i s ion  begins t o  
be  coded f o r  computer izat ion. 

Names f o r  t ra i l s  should be  descr ip t i ve  o f  or ig in-dest inat ion o r  t he  character  
o f  t he  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  wh ich  the  t r a i l  passes. For example, "Middle Fo rk  
Loop T ra i l "  descr ibes the  former and  "Hemlock Knob T ra i l "  t he  la t ter .  T ra i l s  
in Chugach State Park w i l l  be  numbered as follows w i t h i n  t he  f i ve  p lann ing  
un i t s  o f  the  master plan: 

1. Ek lu tna IPe te rs  Creek - 100 ser ies 
2. Eagle R iver  - 200 ser ies 
3. Ship  Creek - 300 ser ies 
4. Hi l ls ide - 400 series 
5. Turnaga in  A r m  - 500 series. 

A t r a i l  passing t h r o u g h  several  d i f f e ren t  p lanning un i t s  may c a r r y  the  same 
or ig in-dest inat ion name but w i l l  c a r r y  the  number ing system o f  tha t  pa r t i cu l a r  
dra inage (p lann ing  u n i t ) .  The  A rc t i c  Va l l ey l l nd ian  Valley T r a i l  would c a r r y  
2 300 series and  500 ser ies number respect ive ly ,  d i v i d i ng  a t  Ind ian  Pass. 

Policy on  Sign ing Tra i l s  -- 

T r a i l  names should b e  posted a t  t he  t ra i lheadl terminus w i t h  a re la t i ve ly  small, 
t-ustic low-maintenance s ign.  The  size o f  the  s i gn  should be  care fu l l y  scaled 
to  t he  distance t o  be  read and  speed o f  t he  user ,  y e t  it should no t  be  ob t ru -  
sive. T r a i l  numbers a re  no t  necessary a t  t ra i lheads o r  t r a i l  intersect ions. 
T r a i l  names a n d  d i rec t ions  a re  necessary a t  intersect ions o f  major t ra i ls ,  b u t  
opt ional  at  in tersect ions o f  minor t ra i ls ,  depending on demonstrated need. 

Motor ized t r a i l  co r r i do rs  w i t h i n  non-motorized zones o f  the  p a r k  should be 
well marked at  b o t h  ends a n d  marked on  b o t h  sides o f  the  t r a i l  w i t h  small, 
low maintenance d i rect ional  markers  a t  100 foot in te rva ls .  Where t he  n o -  
tor ized c o r r i d o r  is phys ica l l y  conf ined b y  t h i ck  b r u s h .  t h e  in te rva l  between 
s igns can increase t o  up t o  600 feet. 

t lorse t r a i l  c o r r i d o r s  should be  posted a t  the  t ra i lhead l te rminus  and a t  t r a i l  
intersect ions w i t h  a small, r u s t i c  low-maintenance s ign.  Sled dog  t r a i l s  
should be posted in a similar manner. 



For more detai led informat ion rega rd ing  t r a i l  s igns and  signing, re fe r  to  the 
UNIFORM T R A I L  MARKING SYSTEM o f  the Alaska Recreation T r a i l  Plan (pp. -. 
67-77 ) .  

T r a i l  Classif ication System 

Class A Tra i ls .  Class A t ra i l s  a re  wide, g raded t ra i l s  w i t h  gent le grades nti( l  - 
graceful ,  easy t u r n s .  They  can serve a va r i e t y  o f  heavy d u t y - t y p e  
functions. These inc lude double-track s k i  t ra i ls ,  horse t ra i ls ,  handicapped 
t ra i l s  a n d  mainstem access co r r i do rs  f rom impor tant  t rai lheads. Such t r a i l s  
may also be  sui table fo r  na tu ra l  h i s t o r y  in terpretat ion;  dog sleds, mountain 
bikes, three-wheelers o r  snowmobile use. In the Hi l ls ide U n i t  o f  Chugach 
State Park, ex is t ing  t ra i l s  tha t  fit i n to  t h i s  category a re  t he  o ld  homestead 
roads (Wolverine Bowl, Southfork  o f  Campbell Creek (east r i m  and  lower p a r t  
o f  west r im ) ,  t h e  power l inc  t ra i l ,  gasl ine t r a i l ,  and  Glen A lps  access t ra i l .  

Class A t r a i l s  should have  a t r ead  w id th  o f  8 t o  10 feet w i t h  a t  least one foot 
o f  addi t ional  c lear ing on  each side. Grades should be  a maximum of 8%.  w i t h  
steeper grades permi t ted for sho r t  distances. t iandicapped t r a i l s  a t  heav i ly  
used v i s i t o r  p a r k i n g  areas should be  res t r i c t ed  to  6 t o  8 percent  grades.  
These t r a i l s  should b e  sur faced w i t h  g rave l  o r  equivalent mater ia l ,  o r  even 
paved. T h e  genera l  i n t en t  o f  Class A t ra i l s  is to  p rov ide  t he  capabi l i ty  of 
accommodating a la rge  number o f  users  a t  one time w i t h  l i t t l e  conf l ic t .  I t  i s  
also t o  p rov ide  fo r  act iv i t ies  which requ i re  t ra i l s  w i t h  hardened sctrfaces and  
adequate w id th .  

Class B Tra i l s .  Class B t ra i l s  a re  t ra i l s  o f  moderate w id th  a n d  grades which 
feature a nar row,  hand-worked tread, o r  comparable machine-worked t read.  
T h e y  serve  a va r i e t y  o f  funct ions such  as s ing le  t r ack  s k i  t ra i ls ,  horse 
t ra i ls ,  h i k i ng ,  na tu re  t ra i l s ,  o r  low spced access co r r i do rs  for snowmobiles. 
three-wheelers o r  dirt bikes. Ex is t ing  t ra i l s  o f  th is  t ype  a re  t he  Johnson 
T r a i l  along Turnaga in  A r m  a n d  new por t ions o f  t he  Middle Fo rk  Loop T ra i l ,  
t he  Willawaw Lakes T r a i l  ( fo l lowing the middle f o r k )  a n d  Eagle R iver  
Snowmobile Access Tra i l .  

Class B t r a i l s  should have a t read  w id th  o f  4 t o  6 feet w i t h  a t  least one foot 
o f  addi t ional  c lear ing on  each side. Grades should be  a maximum of 128 w i t h  
steeper grades permi t ted f o r  s h o r t  distances. Grades f o r  s k i  t ra i l s  should be 
conf ined t o  less than  10%. These t r a i l s  are genera l ly  no t  h a r d  surfaced and  
mus t  be  carefu l ly  located and  assigned f o r  uses which do  no t  r esu l t  i n  degra- 
dat ion o r  mudholes. T h e  genera l  i n t en t  o f  these t ra i l s  is t o  p rov ide  t he  
capabi l i ty  o f  accommodating a moderate number o f  v i s i to rs  w i t h  l i t t l e  t read  
sca r r i ng  on  t h e  landscape and  lesser c lear ing w id ths  than  Class A t ra i ls .  I t  
i s  also t o  p rov ide  f o r  act iv i t ies  wh ich  would no t  r equ i re  hardened surfaces, 
prec ise ly  g raded  treads, o r  addi t ional  c lear ing w id th .  

Class C Tra i l s .  Class C t ra i l s  a re  t he  lowest s tandard of  improved and  
maintained t ran .  They  feature no  t read  g r a d i n g  and  serve  a va r i e t y  o f  uses 
such  as s ing le- t rack sk i ing ,  h i k i ng ,  and  wi ld l i fe  observat ion. These t ra i l s  
are less adequate for horse use, snowmobil ina, s led dog mushing,  mountain 
b ikes o r  three-wheelers a n d  d i r t  b ikes. Ex is t ina  t r a i l s  of t h i s  t ype  a re  the 
South Fo rk  Rim T ra i l ,  tlemlock Knob T r a i l  and  the East Fork  o f  Ek lu tn ;~  K i vp r  
Tra i l .  



Class C t ra i ls  should have a cleared t read w id th  o f  2 to  3 feet w i th  a total 
c learing w id th  o f  4 to  6 feet. Grades should be  kept  under 8% fo r  those 
designed f o r  winter  sk i  use, and under 20% for  hiking to avoid soil erosion. 
Sustained grades should be avoided to  reduce erosion as well. The general 
in tent  o f  these t ra i ls  is to prov ide the  capabi l i ty o f  accommodating a m a l l  
number o f  users w i th  no  appreciable t read scarr ing other  than tha t  which 
occurs w i th  normal foot t ra f f i c .  They also feature the most narrow clearing 
w id th  ( t rees would seldom ever  have to  be cut; mostly jus t  b r u s h  o r  scrub 
t rees) ,  but a w id th  adequate fo r  h ik ing,  wi ldl i fe observation and exploratory 
ski ing. Class C t ra i ls  could be  established i n  the more sensit ive landscapes 
such as wilderness o r  where narrow clearings and no t read cu t t i ng  is  
requi red.  

I n  alpine areas where no clearing is necessary, Class C Tra i l s  become Routes, 
and are ident i f ied as such on the t r a i l  maps. 

* * * * * *  

T l ~ i s  classif ication rystem establishes three broad categories which contain 
t ra i ls  o f  surpr is ing  d i ve rs i t y  in terms o f  intended uses. In terms o f  con- 
strr tct ion standards and impacts on the land, the three t r a i l  classes prov ide  
the range o f  options needed fo r  d i f fe ren t  uses. No classif ication system fo r  
t ra i ls  is  perfect.  It is  hoped tha t  th is  three-level system based largely on 
impacts on the  land and number o f  users served wi l l  gu ide f u t u r e  t ra i l  con- 
s t ruct ion and  maintenance decisions. 

Location, Design and Construct ion o f  New Tra i l s  

This  chapter makes specif ic recommendations about locating, designing and 
construct ion o f  t ra i ls  to  serve the expectations o f  users ident i f ied in the 
previous chapter.  References are  also made t o  Class A, B ,  and C t ra i ls  as a 
rneans o f  achieving these recommendations. 

Ski Tra i l s  

Tra i ls  t o  be used fo r  competition o r  beginning sk iers and family use should 
he double-track Class A t ra i l s  w i th  equal par ts  o f  uphi l l ,  downhi l l  and level 
terrain. Curves a t  the bottom o f  a h i l l  should be gentle enough to  accommo- 
date a h igh  speed run out. The wide Class A t ra i ls  should avoid steep side 
h i l ls  which would resu l t  in severe gouging o f  the landscape. Dur ing  con- 
struct ion, removal o f  a l l  large trees is  desirable before grad ing  bec~ins to  
reduce scar r ing  o f  sur round ing  "leave" trees, and t o  p revent  large trees from 
being le f t  adjacent to the t ra i l .  Bulldozed trees are v e r y  unsight ly ,  consti- 
tu te  a f i r e  hazard and may permit  t he  build-up o f  epidemic b a r k  beetle popu- 
lations. Wherever possible, on-the-ground t ra i l  location should avoid large 
trees. In most o f  the open-canopy spruce forest o f  the Hil lside u n i t  th is  is  
qu i te  possible. Usually only  alder b r u s h  o r  g round  debr is  must be removed. 

I n  areas where the spruce canopy is qui te open and there is l i t t l e  o r  no alder 
b rush,  the grad ing  can be omitted and hand work subst i tuted. The great  
advantage here  l ies in the fact that  no t  d is tu rb ing  the moss, c ranber ry ,  
c rowber ry  and other  small plants prevents alder from growing in th ickets 
along the  edge o f  t he  trai l ,  creat ing an  expensive maintenance problem on  a 
recu r r i ng  basis. Many o f  the older homestead roads in the p a r k  are easily 



recognizable today because they  a re  a co r r i do r  o f  alder in otherwise oprr i  
sp ruce  forest.  These roads ( t r a i l s )  were created b y  bu l l t loz ing down to 
mineral  soil ove r  20 years ago. 

S ing le- t rack s k i  t ra i l s  a re  lesser impact Class B t ra i l s  wh ich  serve  recre-  
ational sk ie rs  w i t h  a va r i e t y  o f  oppor tun i t ies  f rom easy t o  chal lenging. 
Grades a re  permissible u p  t o  10% w i t h  steeper grades f o r  sho r t  distances. 
While the  t read  w id th  i s  4 t o  6 feet, the  c lear ing w i d t h  is 6 t o  8 feet. The  
t read  o f  Class B t r a i l s  should be  hand cleared to  avo id impacts, o r  machine 
cleared on ly  i f  t he  impact is comparable t o  hand  clear ing. Grades tha t  r o l l  
w i t h  the  te r ra in ,  gent le  cu rves ,  a n d  equal pa r t s  o f  uph i l l ,  f l a t  and  downhi l l  
areas a re  des i red  goals. T h e  National Sk i  Association suggests  the  fol lowing 
grades. T h e  maximum grade  fo r  beginner  t ra i l s  i s  10%. T h e  maximum grade  
f o r  general  purpose t r a i l s  is 17% fo r  no  more than  300 feet. Racing t r a i l s  
may have grades u p  to  30% f o r  100 feet o r  less. However, the  most enjoyable 
and safest g rade  fo r  t r ack  set and well-used t r a i l s  i s  8% o r  less clue to  the  
f requent  h a r d  pack o r  i c y  condi t ions encountered i n  Chugach State Park.  

Single-track "adven tu r ing"  o r  "exp lor ing"  t r a i l s  should b e  na r row  and  low 
impact Class C trai ls.  Because they  a re  narrow,  grades should b e  conf ined 
t o  less than  8% when designed f o r  s k i i n g  use. General ly speaking, on l y  
b r u s h  needs t o  be c u t  t o  open up and maintain these t ra i l s .  No g r u b b i n g  o f  
t h e  t read  is necessary. Long, sustained grades should b e  avoided to  p reven t  
too much speed bui ld-up.  Trees would seldom have t o  b e  c u t  t o  p rov ide  
these t r a i l s  except  in mountain hemlock th icke ts  o r  young  spruce  stands. 
These would be  excel lent w in te r  wi ld l i fe  v iewing trai ls.  

Equest r ian T ra i l s  

T ra i l s  t o  be  used fo r  horseback r i d i n g  should be Class A o r  Class B t ra i l s .  
While Class C t r a i l s  w i thou t  g raded t reads  can be  used, t hey  a re  o f ten  too 
na r row  a n d  o f f e r  poor  foot ing on  sidehi l ls  a n d  r o c k y  t e r ra i n .  The  most 
c ruc ia l  element in select ing equest r ian t r a i l s  i n  Alaska is to  avo id  wet areas 
t ha t  could r e s u l t  in mud holes. These condit ions, f o r  example, make the  
Johnson T r a i l  a long Tu rnaga in  A rm unusable by horses. Bo th  good dra inage 
and  soils t ha t  can susta in  compaction a re  b o t h  desirable horse t r a i l  location 
c r i t e r i a .  Horses seldom need a t readway wider  than t h ree  o r  four  feet; 
however,  adequate overhead clearance is cruc ia l .  

Equest r ian t r a i l s  fo r  w in te r  "se should be  f ree  o f  arcas tha t  form aufeis 
(g lac ier ing ice) .  Equest r ian t r a i l s  should also be  closed t o  al l  motor ized uses 
wh ich  represen t  a safety  problem. Some o f  t he  wider  Class A t r a i l s  tha t  a r c  
su i tab le  f o r  w in te r  horse use should have t h e  horse t read  separated from the  
s k i  t read  ( t r acks ) .  T h i s  i s  necessary t o  avo id ruining the  comparat ively 
f r ag i l e  s k i  t racks. In the  Hi l ls ide area, t h e  gasl ine t r a i l  is  about  16 feet 
wide, h a l f  o f  wh ich  cou ld  be  reserved  f o r  horses and  ha l f  fo r  sk iers .  T h e  
power l ine t ra i l ,  on  t he  o ther  hand, has a c lear ing ove r  50 feet wide, and  if 
the  eastern po r t i on  were used by sk ie rs ,  the  western p a r t  o f  the  c lear ing 
would b e  excel lent separat ion f o r  horse use. 

A lp ine  areas developed f o r  horse t r a i l s  should b e  l imited to  wel l -drained, 
erosion-resistant,  t rample-resistant areas. However, horses a re  used for  
sheep a n d  moose h u n t i n g  i r i  Chugnch State Park.  Horses a re  re l ied upon  fo r  
h a u l ~ n g  o u t  moose f rom the  No r t l i  r n r k  o f  Ship Creek and  th is  use has beco~ite 



t rad i t ional .  Route relocation wi l l  b e  necessary in Ship Creek t o  avoid 
rr~udkioles that a rc  hecoming la rger  and  morc numerous cacti year. I n  some 
c~lscs,  h a r d  sur fac ing  o f  ex is t ing  t ra i l s  may be  necessary to sustain horse 
11SO. 

Sled Dog T ra i l s  

Sled dog t ra i l s  a re  genera l ly  the  wider,  f la t te r  Class A t ra i l s  w i t h  gent le 
t u r n s  and  grades. The gasline t r a i l  and  powerl ine t r a i l  a re  the two most 
used t r a i l s  in the  Hi l ls ide unit f o r  these v e r y  reasons. T h e  o ther  v i ta l  
requirement is freedom from motorized conf l icts,  e i ther  on  the  same t r a i l  o r  
cross ing the dog t ra i l .  T h e  development o f  f u t u r e  sled dog t ra i l s  should take 
i n to  considerat ion access from Far No r th  Bicentennial Park  and  appropr ia te 
motor-free areas in B i r d  Creek Valley. 

The  location, design and const ruct ion of s led dog t ra i l s  should follow the  
requirements spelled ou t  p rev ious ly  unde r  Class A s k i  t ra i ls .  

Sriowmobile T ra i l s  

Snowmobile t r a i l s  a re  genera l ly  wide Class A t ra i l s  which can accommodate a 
wide va r i e t y  o f  grades and  tu rns .  If these t r a i l s  are no t  to be  used d u r i n g  
the summer season, the  qua l i t y  o f  the  t read  i s  no t  a major factor.  Swamp 
areas a re  sui table once they a re  frozen and  snow covered. However, such 
t ra i l s  should be  blocked in summer t o  p revent  s i te  degradat ion o f  swampy 
areas. Upper  Huffman snowmobile access is a good example. 

Where snowmobile t r a i l s  a re  p rov ided  an  access co r r i do r  t h rough  an  area 
closed to  motorized vehicles, v e r y  care fu l  s i te  invest igat ion is necessary to 
locate the t r a i l  as much as possible out-of-s ight and  sound o f  non-motorized 
users.  Th i s  may mean del iberate ly  reduc ing  snowmobile speed th rough  t r a i l  
des ign and s ign ing,  location i n  dense t imber o r  b rush ,  and  ut i l izat ion o f  
t e r ra in  intercept ions. It is l ikewise v e r y  important t o  locate snowmobile 
co r r i do rs  t h rough  non-motorized areas so t ha t  t hey  in te rcep t  non-motorized 
t ra i ls  as l i t t l e  as possible. Th i s  phys ica l ly  reduces t h e  oppor tun i ty  fo r  
penetrat ion i n t o  non-motorized closed areas. It also reduces the need for 
extens ive s ign ing  and makes t h e  management o f  snowmobile use easier f c r  
f ie ld  s taf f .  The  ex is t ing  s i tuat ion i s  v i r t u a l l y  unenforceable in the Hi l ls ide a t  
c u r r e n t  s ta f f ing  levels. A be t te r  def ined access co r r i do r  also protects  
non-motorized users from hav ing  the  qu ie t  o f  t he i r  experience shat tered b y  
i l legal snowmobile use and  prevents  care fu l l y  honed s k i  t ra i l s  f rom be ing  
dest royed.  I t  also protects  the r i g h t s  o f  snowmobilers t o  use a part ic i r lar 
val ley by p reven t i ng  t h e  ease and f requency o f  i l legal penetrat ion b y  a 
careless o r  uncar ing  few, resu l t ing  in pressure to remove al l  motorized uses 
from the  va l ley because the  s i tuat ion i s  "~~nmanageable" .  

I n  val leys tha t  a re  c u r r e n t l y  open to  snowmobile use in Chugach State Park,  
and th i s  is h a l f  o f  the  major val leys i n  the pa rk ,  it i s  f requent ly  possible to 
accommodate bo th  motorized and non-motorized uses b y  bu i l d i ng  new t ra i l s  
which phys ica l ly  separate the uses. These could be  e i ther  motorized o r  
non-motorized trai ls.  In some cases it may mean bu i l d i ng  bo th  types o f  t ra i l s  
because the present  t r a i l  is unsuitable f o r  e i ther  use and  should be  closed. 
Adequate physical  separation is the  key  factor, us ing  vegetat ion and  te r ra in  
wherever possible to achieve this.  Other  const ra in ts  on motorized t ra i l s  are 



wilderness areas o f  t he  pa rk ,  and  areas where noise and  wi ld l i fe  incompatibi l- 
ity would p reven t  use. 

Three-wheeler and  Motorb ike T ra i l s  

Three-wheeler and  motorb ike t ra i l s  are Clz~ss A and  Class I3 t ra i l s  which can 
feature a wide va r i e t y  and  grades and  tu rns .  T h c s r  t ra i l s  must L>r h a r d  
surfaced to  avo id mudholes and  re la ted s i tc  degradat ion. Grades should be 
conf ined t o  slopes tha t  minimize soil  erosion fo r  the pa r t i cu l a r  soil  invo lved.  

Many o f  t h e  locational factors t ha t  app l y  to  snowmobile t ra i l s  (p rev ious ly ) ,  
app ly  t o  three-wheeler a n d  b i ke  t ra i l s  as well. The  phys ica l  separation o f  
motor ized a n d  non-motorized uses is v e r y  important d u r i n g  the snow-free 
months when t ra i l s  open fo r  foot. use could be  easily damaged by motorbikes. 

A lp ine areas a re  pa r t i cu l a r l y  suscept ib le to  motorb ike damage because the 
soils a re  t h i n  and  easi ly eroded, and  vegetat ion i s  v e r y  f rag i le  and  slow 
growing .  Motorb ike t ra i l s  should always s top in heavy vegetat ion before the 
alpine zone is reached. Once motorbikes en te r  t he  a lp ine zone, they  a re  
uncontrol lable and  potent ia l ly  v e r y  damaging. T h e  c u r r e n t  s i tuat ion in L i t t l e  
Peters Creek Val ley i l l us t ra tes  th is  v e r y  well, as the damage t o  alpine t und ra  
here  is v e r y  extens ive a n d  worsens year ly .  

Developing an  adequate phys ica l  b a r r i e r  may be a v i ta l  fac tor  in the p rope r  
management of  motorb ike use. Otherwise total  c losures a n d  s t r i c t  enforcement 
may be  t he  on l y  opt ions t o  avo id unacceptable s i te  degradat ion in Chugach 
State Park.  

Mountain B i ke  T ra i l s  

Mountain b i ke  t ra i l s  a re  Class A and  Class B t ra i l s  w i t h  hardened treads and  
moderate grades (genera l ly  unde r  15%). T h e  t r a i l  should be  f ree  o f  muddy o r  
boggy  areas which would impede use a n d  resu l t  i n  s i te  degradat ion. The  
most used t ra i l s  a t  t he  p resen t  time a r e  t he  powerl ine t r a i l  ( f o r  i t s  cn t i r e  
leng th ) ,  t he  gasl ine t r a i l  in the  Hi l ls ide area, and  t h e  Ek lu tna  Lake Road 
between Campground " A "  and  t he  glacier.  

The  phys ica l  a n d  social impact o f  mountain b i ke  use i s  no t  well understood in 
Chugach State Park.  Un t i l  more is known, no  new t ra i l s  w i l l  be  recommend- 
ed. T h e  cont inuat ion o f  su i tab le  ex is t ing  t ra i l s  should be  the t h r u s t  o f  
c u r r e n t  management. 

H i k i ng  a n d  Walking T ra i l s  

H i k i ng  t r a i l s  cover  t he  en t i r e  gamut o f  t r a i l s  - Classes A,  B, and  C. Many 
o f  t he  gen t le  g rad ien t ,  wide c ross-coun t ry  sk i i ng  t r a i l s  a re  excel lent for  
family act iv i t ies  o r  large g roups  o f  people on social ou t ings  such as weekend 
walks, b e r r y  p i ck i ng  and  na tu re  observat ion.  H i k i ng  t ra i l s  a re  also used b y  
r u n n e r s  a n d  joggers.  

Cross-country  s k i  t ra i l s  o f  moderate w id th  (Class D )  in open-canopy s p r u c r  
where no  t read  g r u b b i n g  was necessary can be  used as Class C walk ing ant1 
h i k i n g  t ra i l s  during the  snow-free months. W i t h  use, a nar row t r a i l  t read  
wi l l  develop, no t  un l i ke  a well used game t r a i l  except fo r  t he  wider  c lear ing. 



Cl;~ss C trai ls,  w i th  no  grubbed t ra i l  t read ( j us t  a 4 to  6 foot 'wide c lear ing) ,  
are ideal for access to mountainous backcountry th rough b rush  fields and 
alder patches. The Class C t ra i l  is also ideal as a wi ldl i fe viewing t ra i l  
where .a low impact on the landscape is desired and use is expected to be 
l ight .  Wildlife viewing t ra i ls  wi l l  be desirable for access wi th in the park 's  
dedicated wi ldl i fe viewing areas. To accommodate summer use adequately, al l  
c learing should be done to g round level. 

Handicapped Person's Tra i ls  

Tra i ls  fo r  the physical ly disabled wil l ,  i n  most cases, be Class A t ra i ls  wi th 
hardened treads and grades less than 8% fo r  shor t  distances. Sustained 
grades o f  less than 6% are desirable. Muddy areas should be avoided wher- 
ever possible. Major na ture  t ra i l s  wi l l  also serve handicapped users and be 
designed to accommodate them using Class A standards. 

Class B and C t ra i l s  can be used b y  persons w i th  smaller disabil i t ies, and 
th is  challenge is important to  them. However, only  the safest Class A t ra i ls  
should be signed to inv i te  use b y  handicapped persons. 

Classification System for Trailheads -- 

Trailheads wi l l  be classif ied in to small, medium, and large size categories. 
This  size wi l l  also be  an indication o f  impact on the immediate surroundings, 
and o f  potential t ra f f ic  generation. Broadly speaking, they are: 

Small: 5 to  15 cars 
Medium: 20 to 40 cars 
Large: 50 t o  100 cars. 

Ruses could also be served a t  large trailheads if road condit ions and surfac- 
i ng  are adequate. 

Trailheads serve as the pr inc ipal  access points to Chugach State Park because 
trai ls are what th is  p a r k  is all about. Over 60 points o f  e n t r y  have been 
ident i f ied i n  Chugach State Park st retching from Kn ik  River (Hunter  Creek) 
to East Anchorage (Hi l ls ide) to  Cirdwood Valley (Crow Pass). A l l  of these 
could be considered to be trailheads to one degree or  another. They range 
from 2 o r  3 car  pul l -of fs t o  go  to 100-car pa rk ing  areas at Glen Alps and 
Eagle River Vis i tor  Center. 

Because o f  the  highly variable nature o f  Alaska weather and t ra i l  condit ions, 
use of these trailhcads fluctuates from 1 or  2 cars on  a poor weekend (Janu- 
a r y  - ra in ing  on ice) to  50% over design capacity on the best o f  Memorial 
Day, Four th  o f  Ju ly ,  and September autumn color weekends. Over 150 cars 
have been counted at the  Glen Alps park ing  lot which is designed for 98. 
There is probably no  way to accommodate peak weekend t ra f f i c  shor t  o f  
over-designing the lots f o r  average weekend and weekday use (95% o f  the 
time). To  attempt to prov ide for peak load condit ions would d r i ve  up mainte- 
nance and construct ion costs of park ing  areas (trai lheads) b y  a large degree. 

Design can reduce the impact o f  pa rk ing  areas on the surroundings. I n  big 
trees, a series of crescent-shaped lots could be  designed to fit into the 
natural  te r ra in  and reduce the need for extensive s t ra igh t  l ine boundaries. 



Where the p a r k  trai lhead borders residential areas, dirt berms can screen the 
view o f  cars and great ly  reduce noise or ig inat ing there. In time, b rush  and 
trees wi l l  screen the development s t i l l  fu r ther .  

Small trai lheads would serve pr imar i ly  as local o r  neighborhood access points,  
o r  possibly fo r  seldom used trai ls.  Medium trailheads would serve heavy-use 
local needs o r  popular trai ls tha t  have only  a l imited physical capabil i ty for 
park ing  development. Large trailheads would serve ve ry  popular t ra i ls  and 
access points for bo th  residents and out-of-state visi tors. Such areas must, 
o f  course, be physical ly capable o f  p rov id ing  th is  space i n  a large lot, o r  b y  
a g roup  o f  l inked, crescent-shaped pa rk ing  areas. 

Much of Chugach State Park is o r  soon wi l l  be surrounded b y  residential 
development. This  situation exists along most o f  the p a r k  boundary except 
for Turnagain Arm where only a few subdivisions abut  the  park.  I t  is 
understandable tha t  most neighborhoods resist  attempts to prov ide for park ing  
tha t  is accessed th rough thei r  neighborhoods. They  want the  best of bo th  
worlds, - a huge wilderness park  in thei r  back yard ,  and  mostly use for 
themselves and thei r  f r iends, w i th  l i t t le  t raf f ic  from outside the i r  neighbor- 
hood. 

However, the location, size and reasons tha t  Chugach State Park was founded 
cannot be overlooked. Chugach State Park is near ly  ha l f  a million acres in 
size, si tuated at the v e r y  edge o f  Alaska's largest c i t y  and rap id ly  developing 
nearby communities o f  Eagle River,  Chugiak, Matanuska Valley and Girdwood. 
It would no t  be acceptable to deny o r  constrain access to the p a r k  b y  r e ~ i -  
dents o f  the c i t y  as a whole, neighborhood residents o r  out-of-state v is i tors.  
Selecting the proper  access facilities to fit the ex is t ing and projected needs, 
physical set t ing and demographic prof i le is much of what t h i s  plan is about. 

Certain access corr idors (roads) in to the pa rk  have l i t t le  o r  no residential 
development along them. These arcas are ideal for development as major 
tourism and v is i to r  destination areas in the park .  Foremost among these are 
Eklutna Lake and Glacier, Eagle River Vis i tor  Center, Arc t ic  Valley, and 
Turnagain Arm. Each o f  these areas should have one or  more large pa rk ing  
areas o r  a series o f  medium and small areas that  prov ide an aggregate total 
pa rk ing  capacity comparable t o  a large trailhead. These areas should be 
targeted fo r  the  major i ty o f  tourism development in Chugach State Park, 
inc luding bus  service. 

Nearly al l  o f  the other  trai lheads tha t  prov ide access to the p a r k  are i n  o r  
pass th rough  neighborhoods that  border  it. Residents who l i ve  along the  
p a r k  boundary enjoy the special a t t r ibutes o f  being a t  the edge o f  urban 
development: w i th  p u r e  water,  a i r  and natura l  forest and mountain landscape? 
s tar t ing  nex t  to  the i r  p roper ty .  ' The other side o f  the coin is tha t  it is a 
publ ic pa rk .  and during nice weather o r  favorable snow condit ions, people 
are going to use it, a t  least on weekends. A n d  of course they have the 
r i g h t  to use the p a r k  th rough reasonable means of legal access, be  they othcr  
neighbors, other  Anchorage residents, v is i tors from across the  state or  
tourists.  On balance, most residents l i v i ng  along the pa rk  boundary are glad 
to trade-off  weekend use o f  the pa rk  b y  others to reta in the obvious benefits 
they enjoy l i v i ng  nex t  to  the park .  



Trailheads that  are accessed th rough residential areas to a point within the 
park ,  should generally be small and medium trailheads to reduce the t raf f ic  
th rough any orlc neighborhood. The decision must be  careful ly evaluated 
because i f  the trai lhead park ing  is too small, a worse situation may develop i f  
cars are parked along the access road or  blocking driveways. If the 
trai l l iead is too large, an unnecessary clearing impact and expenditure o f  
funds wil l  have been made. 

Several ex is t ing large trailheads i n  the Hil lside do have access th rough subdi- 
visions. These are Glen Alps, Upper Huffman and Prospect Heights t ra i l -  
heads. Due to the popular i ty  o f  two of them, th is  was probably unavoidable, 
while Upper Huffman is at least 1,000 feet wi th in the  park;  a wise decision 
since unloading of snowmobiles can create noise. 

IZ i~ t i r re  trai lheads which are accessed th rough neighborhoods (subdivisions) 
should be o f  small and medium size to disperse use and l imit  t ra f f i c  impacts 
on any one neighborhood. To  meet demands for parking, it may be necessary 
to space them closer together. Th is  has advantages too because neighbor- 
hoods' border ing the pa rk  are bet ter  served. More numerous but smaller 
tr;~ilheads also prov ide for greater  d ivers i ty  and a bet ter  selection o f  winter 
snow and road conditions. 

Public Use Cabins 

There are present ly three shelter cabins nex t  to Eklutna Glacier and Whiteout 
Glacier on  the Eklutna Lake to Girdwood traverse. These were constructed 
almost 20 years ago b y  the local mountaineering c lub  and are maintained b y  
them for  general publ ic use. An old log cabin at the south end o f  Eklutna 
Lake has been renovated b y  the d i s t r i c t  and is maintained as a patro l  cabin. 
A r i  o ld  t rapper 's  cabin up Eagle River Valley wi th in the wilderness zone is 
used occasionally fo r  ranger patrols. 

I n  general, cabins should be used to provide a publ ic  safety funct ion o r  to 
prov ide a convenience which can stimulate increased year-round use o f  a 
par t icu lar  trai l .  In th is  sense, publ ic use cabins increase recreation oppor- 
tunit ies fo r  v is i tors and residents. Cabins can also be used to reduce scar- 
r i n g  i n  popular camping areas by eliminating f i r e  scars and make-shift shel- 
ters,  as well as reducing wood requirements b y  use of small woodstoves for 
heating and cooking. 

One such area that  has been discussed over the years b y  user groups is in  
Ship Creek Valley on the t raverse to Indian. A cabin located in the  trees 
just  below timberline could serve a publ ic safety funct ion during inclement 
weather o r  whiteout condit ions, and  as a convenience during bet ter  con- 
dit ions. Public cabins should be .located out-of-sight of the t ra i l  bo th  fo r  the 
benefit of cabin users and to reta in the natura l  character of the area th rough 
which the t ra i l  passes. However, cabins are no t  permit ted in the wilderness 
zones o f  Chugach State Park (see page 28 o f  the Chugach h'laster Plan), and 
most o f  th is  valley lies wi th in the wilderness zone. 

Another location tha t  has been discussed is u p  Eagle River  Valley before 
ascending in to the alpine zones of Raven Creek. Here again, it is i n  the 
wilderness zone and not permit ted b y  the  Chugach Master Plan. A publ ic use 
cabin has also been suggested a t  Nine Mile Creek i n  Peters Creek Valley. 



Th is  location is outside o f  the wi lderness zone. A cabin i n  th is  location 
would be  expected to  s ign i f icant ly  increase use o f  the val ley,  especially 
d u r i n g  t h e  colder months. 

Of the f i v e  ex is t ing  cabins w i th in  Chugach State Park, on ly  the Eklutna L?ke 
cabin is s i ted outside o f  t he  wilderness zone. The o ther  four  are exceptions 
t o  the ru le .  The  pr imary  just i f icat ion for cont inuat ion of  t he  three Eklutria 
GlacierIWhiteout Glacier t raverse cabins i s  for publ ic  safety along a poten- 
t ia l ly  hazardous route.  

Scln Stations 

Sun stations are r e s t  stops s i tuated a t  locations t ha t  take advantage o f  winter  
sunshine. They  range from a simple, r us t i c  bench t o  a small, wooden shelter 
w i t h  several rec l in ing  seats, a plexiglass f r o n t  and  side panel door. The  
funct ion they  serve is one o f  convenience and comfort. I n  good weather an 
open bench is desirable as a place to  eat lunch,  s top fo r  a thermos o f  tea, o r  
ta lk  w i th  fr iends and re lax i n  a snow-free sett ing. D u r i n g  sunny ,  cold 
weather typ ica l  o f  late winter  and  sp r i ng  sk i ing  ( la te  January t h rough  A p r i l ) ,  
the shelter would be popular for sunbasking and enjoy ing a warm, wind-free 
space fo r  lunch  o r  tea. 

The sun  stat ion is a recreat ional service feature w i th  h i g h  appeal t o  users for  
t he  low cost invo lved.  As such, it can be  used as a management tool to  
increase use on cer ta in  trai ls.  The i r  value l ies no t  j us t  i n  p rov id ing  a h igh l y  
v is ib le  pub l i c  service a t  low cost, but i n  channel ing use where it car: best be  
sustained, and  t o  reduce over-use o f  more f rag i le  backcount ry  areas. 

Sun stations would be  s i ted  along cross-country  s k i  t ra i l s  in tended fo r  heavy 
use i n  recreat ion development zones, p r imar i l y  t he  l i i l l s ide  Plannina Un i t .  
The h i l ls ide area is also one o f  t he  few areas of the p a r k  tha t  receives d i rec t  
winter  sunshine d u r i n g  t he  shor test  winter  days. Sun stations should no t  be 
located w i th in  t h e  wi lderness zone o r  backcountry  t ra i l s  where a h i g h  volume 
o f  s k i  use is undesirable.  They  should be  located where f requent  rangc r  
patrols and  heavy publ ic  use is expected. 



CIIAPTER 4 

T R A I L  MANAGEMENT 

hlclch o f  t he  t r a i l  mariagement e f f o r t  in Chugach State Park u n t i l  recen t l y  has 
been d i rec ted  t o  the  management o f  t r a i l s  t ha t  were i nhe r i t ed  when t he  p a r k  
was established; t r a i l s  t ha t  had  evolved t h r o u g h  use. While much o f  th is  
basic ne twork  w i l l  cont inue, there  wi l l  b e  more o f  an emphasis in t he  f u t u r e  
t o  p rov ide  be t t e r  recreat ion oppor tun i t ies  and  g rea te r  resource protect ion.  
Th i s  w i l l  be  done by estab l ish ing new t r a i l s  wh ich  d i r ec t  use t o  areas which 
d isperse act iv i t ies ,  and  b y  d i r ec t i ng  use t o  areas where it can be  sustained 
~ v i t l i o u t  damage. 

The use o f  t r a i l s  i n  Chugach State Park is s t r ong l y  in f luenced b y  topography 
and  t he  regulat ions f o r  t he  p a r k .  Pat terns OF use a n d  types  o f  uses encour- 
aged in var ious  por t ions o f  the  p a r k  a re  t he  p roduc t  o f  topography tha t  is 
sui table for  t he  ac t i v i t y ,  and  regulat ions wh ich  promote resource protect ion 
and  v i s i t o r  safety.  

Topography 

Chugach State Park is a mountain p a r k  on  a g r a n d  scale. Except  fo r  t he  
re la t i ve ly  f la t  ice f ie lds o f  Whiteout Glacier, Eagle Glacier a n d  Ek lu tna  Gla- 
c ie r ,  ove r  90% of t he  p a r k  is steep t e r ra i n  (over  35% slope).  T h i s  reduces 
t he  area su i tab le  f o r  most act iv i t ies  except  mountain h i k i n g  o r  c l imbing t o  less 
than 10% o f  t h e  p a r k  o r  49,500 acres. When areas unde r  35% slope b u t  sub- 
ject t o  avalanche run-ou t  o r  o ther  hazards such as marshes, r o c k y  zones o r  
wirla p rone  r i dges  a re  subt racted,  one f i nds  most o f  t he  use in Chugach State 
Park o c c u r r i n g  on  less than  40,000 acres, most o f  wh ich  occurs w i t h i n  the  
f i f teen major val leys o f  t he  p a r k .  These val leys are:  

Ek lu tna Valley: 
T h u n d e r b i r d  Creek Valley; 
Peters Creek Valley; 
L i t t l e  Peters Creek Valley; 
Meadow Creek Valley: 
Eagle R iver  Valley: 
South Fork  Eagle R iver  Valley; 
Sh ip  Creek Valley 
N o r t h  Fork  o f  Campbell Creek Valley; 
Middle F o r k  o f  Campbell Creek Valley; 
South Fo rk  o f  Campbell Creek Valley; 
Rabbi t  Creek Valley; 
Ind ian  Creek Valley; 
B i r d  Creek Valley; 
Penguin Creek Val ley.  

Unders tand ing  t h i s  p rov ides  one w i t h  an  i ns i gh t  as t o  w h y  users  o f  the  p a r k  
a re  f r equen t l y  competing w i t h  each o the r  t o  use t he  "best"  areas. If 'te're 
look ing a t  j us t  40,000 acres on  which t o  p rov ide  snowmobil ing, cross-country  
sk i ing ,  d o g  mushing a n d  horseback r i d i n g  w in te r  act iv i t ies  fo r  ove r  50,000 
act ive potent ia l  users  o f  t he  pa rk ,  the  management becomes a rea l  chal lenge 
to  p rov ide  users  w i t h  sat is factory  experiences. 



The  t ype  o f  a c t i v i t y  also has a marked effect on  the apparent  size of the 
sui table area. Motor ized act iv i t ies ,  because of  t he i r  speed, reduce the appar-  
en t  size of t h e  area b y  the inverse  of t he i r  speed. T h u s  100 sk iers  in a 
square mile would exper ience no  more c rowd ing  than 20 snowmobilers moving 
at  f i ve  times t h e i r  speed. O r ,  because of  the 5 X  increase of  speed over  the 
sk ier ,  the motor ized r i d e r  would perce ive the area as one- f i f th  t he  size. The  
implications o f  th is  phenomenon a re  s ign i f icant  when deal ing w i t h  l imited areas 
b u t  constant ly  increasing numbers of  users.  

Regulations 

Regulations a re  designed t o  protect  p a r k  values and  resources, t o  protect  
users  f rom pa r t i cu l a r l y  severe hazards. and  t o  p rov ide  for those act iv i t ies  
which cou ld  no t  o r  would no t  occur  success f i~ l l y  w i thou t  a separat ion o f  uses. 

For example, non-motorized recreat ion seldom occurs in areas open to  mo- 
tor ized uses. T h e  ALASKA RECREATION T R A I L  PLAN states: "The  re-  
sponse to  ou r  quest ionnai re  on  compat ibi l i ty o f  use indicates t ha t  most t r a i l  
users  f i n d  mechanized a n d  non-mechanized use o f  t he  same t r a i l  o r  area 
incompatible due  t o  t he  impact o f  noise and  exhaust  fumes". (p .  81)  

Management d i rect ion a n d  s i gn ing  is also needed t o  gu ide  users  away f rom 
pa r t i cu l a r l y  hazardous condit ions such  as known avalanche chutes fol lowing a 
heavy snowfal l  o r  wind-loading: o r  away from c l i f f s  t ha t  have taken t he i r  
human to l l  i n  t he  past, y e t  seem t o  i nv i t e  use. 

Park values and  resources a re  also protected b y  regulat ion.  Frag i le  a lp ine 
vegetat ion w i l l  be  qu i ck l y  lost  if repeated motor vehicles o r  horses use an  
area. T h e  F la t top area su f f e red  motor ized damage before t he  p a r k  was cre- 
a ted tha t  w i l l  take a h u n d r e d  years t o  heal. Now, the foot t r a f f i c  i s  so 
heavy t ha t  s ign i f icant  addi t ional  damage i s  occu r r i ng  a n d  reaching a cruc ia l  
stage t ha t  on l y  regulat ion o f  use can reverse.  

The  Present Pat tern 

When one considers the combination o f  topography and  regulat ion in Chuqach 
State Park,  in te res t ing  pa t te rns  o f  use emerge, o r  more s ign i f i can t l y ,  may 
occur i n  the f u tu re .  

Winter Use 

Of the 15 major va l leys i n  t he  p a r k ,  seven a re  open t o  snowmobile use. 
Ek lu tna Lake ( t h e  largest  va l ley  in the  p a r k ) ,  Peters Creek, L i t t l e  Peters 
Creek, Eagle River ,  South Fo rk  o f  Campbell Creek ( t he  third largest  va l ley ) ,  
B i r d  Creek a n d  Penguin Creek a re  open. Of  t h e  potent ia l  s k i i ng  val leys,  
T h u n d e r h i r d  Creek i s  v i r t u a l l y  impassible cu r ren t l y ,  hleadow Creek has no 
legal access and  i s  avalanche prone,  South Fo rk  Eagle R iver  has v i r t u a l l y  no 
access (steep, i c y  road) ,  Sh ip  Creek has on l y  l imited access due t o  m i l i ta ry  
const ra in ts ,  N o r t h  Fo rk  o f  Campbell Creek l ikewise, Rabbi t  Creek i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  access because o f  t he  steep road  and  p r i v a t e  land, and  Ind ian  Creek 
access is v e r y  nar row a n d  us ing  it becomes increas ing ly  tenuous as more 
houses are bu i l t .  Of the remaining val leys.  Eagle R iver  seldom has enough 
snow fo r  sk i inn ,  Peters Creek is a lo t ted t o  sk iers ,  b u t  on ly  a f t e r  t r ave l i ng  
s i x  miles f rom the  trai lhead as i s  B i r d  Creek Valley. Looking a t  these areas 



or1 a map prov ides a much c learer  p ic ture.  The  usable areas shown on the  
map a re  const ra ined by te r ra i n  ( unde r  35% slope) and  t he  regulat ions. 

Horse use is permi t ted in most o f  t he  p a r k  in summer, w i t h  on l y  a few small 
areas exc luded f rom use. The  closed areas a re  Ek lu tna  Lake Campground, 
T h u n d e r b i r d  Falls, Eagle R iver  V is i tor  Center  and  Valley (open unde r  special 
permi t ) ,  Susi tna View Picnic Area, Glen Alps Flat top t ra i ls ,  t he  O ld  Johnson 
Tra i l ,  McHugh Creek Picnic Area, Meadow Creek dra inage a n d  B i r d  Creek 
Campground. In w in te r ,  several  addi t ional  t r a i l s  a re  closed t o  al low f o r  set 
s k i  t ra i l s ,  and  most t r a i l s  a re  closed during break-up  when l i t t l e  t r a i l  use o f  
a n y  kind occurs.  

As addi t ional  horse use occurs in t he  pa rk ,  it wi l l  be  necessary to  care fu l l y  
monitor use t o  p reven t  damage to  t r a i l s  in a lp ine areas and  wet spots. 
Changes in regulat ions o r  t r a i l  routes may be  necessary t o  p reven t  resource 
damage o r  annoyment o f  o the r  users.  

Three-wheel vehicles a n d  dirt b ikes  a re  al lowed in Ek lu tna  Lake Valley follow- 
ing the  road between campground "A"  a n d  the  g lac ier  on  Sunday t h r o u g h  
Wednesday, a n d  in B i r d  Creek Valley (o ld  logging t ra i l s ) .  In addi t ion, 
four-wheel d r i v e  vehicles a re  permi t ted on  Peter's Creek Road and  B i r d  Creek 
Valley logging t ra i ls .  Th i s  is t he  on l y  legal o f f - road location in the  pa rk  f o r  
four-wheel vehicles, p r imar i l y  because it is the  on l y  location in which use can 
be  conf ined t o  t r a i l s  t hus  p reven t i ng  excessive resource damage, pa r t i cu l a r l y  
to  alpine areas. 

Bicycles ( n o  motors)  a re  al lowed in campgrounds, on  the  Ek lu tna  Lake Road, 
the  gasl ine serv ice road  ( t r a i l )  f rom Prospect Heights t o  Ind ian,  and  B i r d  
Creek logging trai ls.  Th i s  includes the  so called "mountain bikes".  

The  wi lderness zone o f  t he  p a r k  is closed t o  motorized and  mechanized vehi-  
cles b y  de f in i t i on  o f  the  wi lderness concept. Present regulat ions fo r  mo- 
tor ized a n d  mechanized uses care fu l l y  observe th is  zoning concept. 

The  steeper por t ions o f  Chugach State Park, which is t he  o ther  90%. is avai l -  
able to  h i k e r s  and  mountaineers th roughout  t he  year .  Th i s  is t he  t r u e  
wi lderness o f  the  pa rk ,  nea r l y  al l  of it be ing w i t h i n  t he  spectacular alpine 
zone. It is here, more than  anywhere else however, t ha t  weather and  cl imatc 
res t ra i n  outdoor  act iv i t ies  fa r  more than  the  sheltered, forested val leys o f  
lower elevations. T o  most users ,  the  mountains a re  t he  "scenery",  the 
spectacular landscape tha t  g ives t h i s  p a r k  i t s  special f l avor  and  def in i t ion.  

F ind ings  and  Recommendations -- 

In th is  sub-chapter  there  w i l l  be  speci f ic recommendations made fo r  each t r a i l  
and  trai lhead. Th i s  recommendation may inc lude a new t ra i lhead and t ra i l ,  
expansion o f  an  ex i s t i ng  one o r  deletion. A just i f icat ion w i l l  accompany each 
recommendation, together w i t h  re levan t  comments from the  Chugach Master 
F'lari . .-- - 



Eklutna-Peters Creek Planning U n i t  

Th i s  190,OO acre p lann ing  unit would feature 27 marked and  maintained t ra i l s  
and  routes (glacial  a n d  a lp ine t raverses)  to ta l l ing 165 miles. T h e  major i ty  o f  
t r a i l  mileage would b e  in the  a lp ine zone, above bo th  b r u s h  and  t r ee  l ine. 
Most o f  these t ra i l s  a re  also Class C t ra i l s ,  t he  lowest s tandard.  Many o f  
these t ra i l s  were proposed to  meet the expressed need for more access in to  
major drainages fo r  hun t i ng ,  wi ld l i fe  observat ion a n d  backcount ry  camping. 
Th i s  unit contains four pub l i c  cabins:  

1)  P i tch ler 's  Perch a t  Ek lu tna Glacier 
2 )  VJhiteout Glacier 
3 )  Eagle Glacier 
4 )  Peters Creek s k i  cab in 

Much o f  t h i s  u n i t  i s  wi lderness area and  t h e  lower s tandard  of t ra i l s  would 
re ta in  tha t  qua l i t y .  

I n  th is  unit, care fu l  r ou te  selection w i l l  b e  necessary to  avo id heavy a lder-  
covered slopes wherever  possible. In most cases, t h i s  w i l l  mean select ing t h e  
south-facing slopes o f  a dra inage where vegetat ion i s  much more open-growing 
and  loses snow cover  ear l ier  in the  summer. 

Eagle R iver  Planning U n i t  

Th i s  136,000 acre p lanning unit would feature 22 marked a n d  maintained t ra i l s  
and  routes (glacial  and  a lp ine t raverses)  to ta l l ing 119 miles. T h e  major i ty  o f  
t r a i l  mileage would be  in t h e  a lp ine zone above t he  t imber  a n d  b r u s h  l ine. 
Most of t he  t ra i l s  are also Class "C" t ra i ls ,  t he  lowest s tandard.  Many o f  
these t ra i l s  p resen t l y  ex i s t  and  would be  merely upg raded  a n d  marked. 
Addi t ional  t ra i l s  wi l l  be built p r ima r i l y  fo r  wi ld l i fe  observat ion, n a t u r e  i n te r -  
p re ta t ion  and  canoe t r a i l  access. T h i s  u n i t  contains one pub l i c  cab in  in Eagle 
River  Val ley upstream of the narrows.  T h e  u p p e r  va l ley  a n d  g lac ier  area i s  
i n  t he  wi lderness zone. T h e  lower s tandard t ra i l s  there  would he lp  re ta in  
tha t  qua l i t y .  

As in the p rev ious  un i t ,  ca re fu l  r ou te  selection wi l l  b e  requ i red  to  avoid as 
much b r u s h  c lear ing as possible, and  to  avo id pa r t i cu l a r l y  dangerous ava- 
lanche areas f o r  w in te r  t r a i l s . .  T ra i l s  should be  maneuvered wherever  neces- 
sary  to  avo id  large trees. I n  most cases, t he  south-facing slope of t h e  va l ley  
wi l l  be  t he  best t r a i l  location because o f  t he  more wide ly  spaced t rees a n d  
b rush ,  and  ear l ier  snow melt. 

Sh ip  Creek Planning U n i t  

Th i s  46,000 acre  p lanning u n i t  would feature 5 marked and  maintained t ra i l s  
to ta l l ing 39 miles. Most o f  t he  t r a i l  mileage would be below the a lp ine zone, 
in open t imber  and  shrubs .  In many respects,  t h i s  gent le  a n d  spacious 
va l ley  is perhaps t he  most beaut i fu l  a n d  appeal ing area in Chugach State 
Park,  y e t  i t  has rece ived l i t t l e  use because o f  l imited access t h r o u g h  F o r t  
Richardson M i l i t a r y  Reservation. The  en t i r e  u n i t  i s  classif ied as wi lderness 
area except  a small por t ion  a t  the downhi l l  s k i  area and  trai lhead. On ly  two 
t ra i l s  p resen t l y  se rve  t he  area - a biathalon t r a i l  a n d  a main val ley access 



wliich has become badly damaged by horses where i t  crosses a series o f  
spr ings and wet seeps. Important remedial e f for ts  wil l  be necessary to 
harden and relocate shor t  port ions of the horse trai l .  A new general purpose 
foot t ra i l  and s k i  t ra i l  wil l  be located uph i l l  to  the east where pa rk ing  can 
successfully accommodate vehicles without horse trai lers. Th is  trai lhead wil l  
also serve Rendezvous Peak and other  popular destinations along the  r idge.  
Ahst t ra i ls  in the unit wi l l  be  Class "C" to lessen impacts, and the Nor th  
Fork of Ship Creek route wi l l  not  be marked o r  signed to maintain i t s  present 
wilderness character.  

Hil lside Planning Un i t  

Th is  23,000 acre planning unit would feature 40 marked and maintained trai ls 
total l ing 86 miles. Approximately 26 miles o f  these are alpine zone routes 
above t ree and b r u s h  l ine which requ i re  no  clearing and l i t t le  maintenance. 
Several wi l l  be marked, but not  all. This  leaves 60 miles o f  cleared, marked 
and maintained t ra i ls  as recommended i n  the Chugach Master Plan. 

T ra i l  development i n  th is  u n i t  wi l l  be  more concentrated o r  intensive than i n  
other  planning units.  There are  several reasons for th is .  First ,  much o f  
the western por t ion o f  the unit was heavi ly modified b y  homestead clearings 
and access roads, powerlines and gaslines. Secondly, the  ex is t ing t ra i l  
system, though qui te extensive because i t  follows many o f  these o ld roads, is 
general ly inadequate for many o f  the recreational act iv i t ies tha t  have a h iqh  
potential i n  th is  unit because of inadequate linkages, too steep o r  sustained 
grades and aesthetic problems. Th i rd ,  the gent le t e r ra in  and open forest 
condit ions west o f  Campbell Creek are ideal fo r  t ra i l  development, par t i cu la r ly  
cross coun t r y  ski ing. Fourth, the Chugach Master Plan has targeted most o f  
the hi l ls ide sections fo r  more intensive recreation development zones, as 
shown on the Park Zoning Map. F i f th ,  because the hi l ls ide sections are 
adjacent to  u rban  Anchorage, they are  h igh l y  accessible to many users, and 
th is  pressure can best be handled b y  prov id ing  a substantial number o f  loop 
t ra i l  experiences which wi l l  be designed to sat isfy the 90% o r  so o f  users who 
want a sat is fy ing t ra i l  experience fo r  2 o r  3 hours. I n  th is  way, addit ional 
pressures can be deferred from sensit ive back count ry  areas and the wi lder- 
ness zone. 

I r i  at ldit ion, the  winter snowmobile route wi l l  be relocated to lessen pene- 
t rat ion in to closed areas and to reduce conf l icts w i th  skiers and winter 
eqc~estrians. 

hlost o f  the t ra i l s  in th is  u n i t  wi l l  be Class A and €3 t rai ls,  w i th  Class C 
t ra i ls  in to  the wilderness zones and alpine areas to reduce adverse impacts. 

Major revisions o f  the Glen Alps to Flattop t ra i ls  wi l l  be required. Dozens o f  
small t ra i ls  have evolved i n  the last decade and many wander aimlessly over 
the f ragi le  tundra.  Th is  plan recommends the establishment (af ter  v e r y  de- 
tai led f ield invest igat ion) of 3 o r  4 loop t ra i ls  tha t  wi l l  include a route to 
Flattop hlountain and a representat ive sample o f  sub-alpine flower, b e r r y  and 
scrub forest environments. Other t ra i ls  should be closed and comprehensive 
signing o f  the area wi l l  be requ i red  to confine users to the  hardened trai ls.  
Barr iers may be necessary in some instances. The si tuat ion in th is  area is 



cri t ical ,  and another decade without intensive management could mean the  loss 
o f  most o f  the at t ract ive f lowering and b e r r y  plants tha t  make th is  area so 
appealing. 

Turnagain Arm Planning Un i t  

This  94,000 acre planning unit ( o f  which 13,000 acres is t idelands and waters 
of Turnagain Arm) would feature 20 marked and maintained t ra i l s  total l ing 128 
miles. About a t h i r d  of the t ra i l  mileage would be in the alpine zone. Most 
of these are ex is t ing t ra i ls  tha t  would be upgraded o r  recleared af ter  ycars 
o f  not  being maintained. Several important new t ra i ls  such as a loop t ra i l  at  
Mctlugh Creek and a t ie in to the Hil lside Tra i ls  from there, as well as the 
California Creek t ra i l  p rov id ing  .access into the eastern p a r k  from Girdwood 
Valley, are also planned. A n  especially signif icant new addit ion is the  con- 
t inuat ion o f  the Old Johnson T ra i l  from B i r d  Creek bikeway to Girdwood 
Valley fol lowing the n o r t h  side o f  Seward Highway. Parts o f  the old t ra i l  can 
s t i l l  be found east o f  B i r d  Hil l .  Parts o f  th is  t ra i l  are seasonally avalanche 
prone b u t  would prov ide an excellent summer t ra i l .  

The selection o f  south facing slopes fo r  t r a i l  location is especially important i n  
th is  p lanning u n i t  because these slopes are much more open and i nv i t i ng  fo r  
use. North-facing slopes generally feature dense Sitka spruce forests o r  
alder b rush,  and heavy accumulation o f  late-melting snow pack. 

The eastern p a r t  o f  t h i s  planning unit is mostly wilderness area and t ra i l s  
wi l l  be Class C to lessen impacts on wilderness values, and to res t r i c t  access 
in to  B i r d  Creek, Penquin Creek and Camp Creek valleys. Should closures 
ever become necessary in some o f  these drainages to p ro tec t  pa rk  resources, 
a f i ve  year period without maintenance wil l  general ly close the t ra i l  because of 
heavy alder growth. 

T ra i l  Inventory  

The following is an inventory  of ex is t ing and proposed t ra i ls .  T ra i l  projects 
tha t  are recommended i n  the  Chugach State Park Master Plan and th is  plan 
are denoted b y  "*"  under T ra i l  Name. 



Trail Name - - Class 

PLAKNIWG UNIT $1 

Hunter Creek 101 C 

Geat Creek 103 C 
Trail 

Eklutna Lake to !04 C 
Hunter Creek 
and Goat Creek 
Traverse 

Location Dist. - 

Knik River Ruad to park Access to northeast corner of 8 mi 
boundary, thence up Hunter park. Sheep hunters use area 
Creek. Follow section line but access is very difficult 
earement to park. because of private land. 2 mi 

First two miles to park new 
boundary are timber and brush. 
Remaining six miles are alpine 
traverse to Bold Peak. 

Old Palmer Highway up Coat Access to Goat Creek drainage 7 mi 
Creek drainage following and high country beyond. No 
north side of creek to stay good access there yet. Would 
out of heavy brush. provide alternate less steep 3 mi 

access to Pioneer Peak. Trail new 
should be cleared through ' 
alder and devils club to 
timberline for about 3 miles. 
Upper valley lies beyond park 
but is very beautiful. 

Eklutna Lake Road 5 niles Access for wildlife viewing, 9 mi 
east of campground "A" to sheep hunting, and mountain 
Hunter Creek Trail at park hiking. Would provide access 
boundary (4 miles from to alpine terrain in northeast 31 mi 
Hunter Creek Trailhead). corner of park. Brush and new 

clear l$ miles trail from 
Eklutna Lake Road and 2 miles 
trail from Hunter Creek Trail. 
Follow north side of drainage 
to avoid brush. 

Trailhead 

New 10-15 car 
trailhead at 
section line 
25/30 on Knik 
River Road 4 
mile west of 
Hunter Creek. 

New 10-15 car 
trailhead on 
Old Palmer 
Highway 6 
miles east of 
Glenn Highway 
junction in 
old gravel pit 
on south side 
of highway. 

New 10-15 car 
trailhead on 
Eklutna Lake 
Road 2 f  miles 
east of 
campground "*" 



Trail Name 

Bold Peak 
Trail* 

Twin Peaks Loop 
Trail* 

Goat Creek to 
Eklutna Lake 
Trail 

Peak 5450 Spur 
Trail 

I Class Location - 
105 B & Eklutna Lake Road to Bald 

C Peak Ridge and then to 
Hunter Creek Trail. 

106 B 6 Eklutna Lake Campground "A" 
C to Twin Peaks, thence west 

to West Twin Peak Ridge 
descending to campground 
"A" . 

107 C Eklutna Lake campground '"A" 
to Goat Creek via Twin 
Peaks Trail. 

108 C Between Twin Peaks Trail 
and Peak 5450. 

Present trail is used to 
access Bold Ridge from Eklutna 
Lake. The first 3 miles 
should be improved to alpine 
zone. New construction of one 
mile through brush to Hunter 
Creek Trail. Will provide 
access to alpine zone from 
Hunter Creek and spectacular 
hiking scenery. 

Present trail is heavily used 
access to Twin Peaks. New 
portion would include loop to 
West Twin as recommended in 
the Master Plan. Excellent 
wildlife viewing and scenic 
hiking trail. 

Trail would depart Twin Peaks 
Rail near Twin Peaks Pass. 
enter Goat Creek and connect 
with proposed Goat Creek 
Trail. Last 11 miles of trail 
at Goat Creek would require 
clearing; remainder is in the 
alpine zone. Very scenic 
hike. 

Trail would depart Twin Peaks 
Trail just at edge of trees; 
would be on alpine route 
folloulng 'the open ridge to 
Peak 5450. Spectacular views 
and relatively easy climb. 

Dist . - 
5 mi 

3 mi 
new 

6 mi 

4 mi 
new 

3 mi 

I f  mi 
r.ew 

2 mi 

Trailhead 

New 10-15 car 
trailhead on 
Eklutna Lake 
Road 5 miles 
east of 
campground w A t v  

New 80 car 
parking lot 
was 
constructed in 
connection 
with 
campground 
"A" . 
Same as above. 

Same as above. 



Trail Name # Class Location - 

Eklutna Lake 109 A Between caipgrrund "A" and 
Northshore Eklutna Glacler Parking 
Trail* area. Fol1or:s the old 

trail portions on scenic 
bench well above the lake. 
Bench is an old lateral 
moraine well above the 
lake. 

Provides a major non-motorized 
access between the present 
road terminus and the glacier. 
Would be excellent for 
welking, skiing and wildlife 
observation giving good 
separation with motorized uses 
along present road around lake 
below. Should be a graded 
trail. 

East Fork of 110 C Between Eklutna Lake Road Provides very scenic valley 
Eklutna River and a steep notch in this trail used for sightseeing, 
Trail* spectacular valley. camping and hunting in this 

spectacular valley. Not 
recommended for horses because 
of dangerous pitches. 

Eklutna Glacier 111 A & Between end of glacier road Provides major access to 
Trail* C trailhead and glacier Eklutna Glacier snout from 

snout. The Eklutna Glacier parking area (trailhead) $ 
traverse continues from the mile away. Should be a 
glacier south. well-graded trail with 

adequate steps and streamlet 
crossings, as use of the area 
will be heavy when road is 
reopened. 

Eklutna Lake to 112 C Between trailhead along Provides hiking access for 
U p p e ~  Peters Eklutna River to Peters wildlife observation acd to 
Creek Traverse Creek at a point just below complete a loop trail 

the forks . opportunity through Peters 
Creek Valley. The pass 
between the valleys is 5,400 
feet elevation and includes 
some rugged hiking. 

Dist. Trailhead 

12 mi Same as above. 
new 

4 mi New 10-15 car 
trailhead at 
Eklutna Lake 
Roed Just 
north of East 
Fork River. 

$ mi New 50-70 car 
trail trailhead with 

picnic area 
and toilets. 

12 mi 
route 

7 mi New 5-10 car 
trailhead at 
end of 

2 mi unimproved 
new road. 



Trail Name 

West Eklutna 
Lake Valley 
Trail 

Eklutna Lake to 
Thunderbird 
Creek Trail 

Thunderbird 
Creek to Peters 
Creek Traverse 

Peters Creek 
Trail 
(non-motorized) 

# Class Location - - UselFunction 

113 B Between Eklutna Glacier Provides a pleasant nature 
Trailhead and #112 trail along the west side of 
trailhead above. Eklutna Lake Valley and 

connects to trail 8112. This 
trail connection to Eklutna 
Glacier Trailhead could make 
trailhead li112 unnecessary. 
Brush and grade 3 miles of 
trail. 

114 C Between Eklutna Lake Provides a trail connection 
Campground "A" and upper and route between Eklutna Lake 
Thunderbird Creek. Valley and Thunderbird Creek 

Valley. Very scenic hiking 
route and perhaps the easiest 
access into upper Thunderbird 
Creek. Brush and clear 11 
miles of trail leading to 
alpine zone. 

115 C Between Thunderbird Creek Provides a traverse between 
Trail and Peters Creek upper Thunderbird Creek and 
Trail. Peters Creek in direct 

alignment with trail ;'114. 
Would eventually connect with 
Eagle River Valley. Should be 
a small amount of brushing as 
most is alpine zone. 

116 B Between new Trailhead and Provides an alternative access 
the upper valley. around existing snowmobile 

trail which it parallels but 
is well separated from. This 
will make the valley usable by 
skiers so they can travel to 
upper valley where snowmobiles 
are excluded by regulation. 

Dist. - 
3 mi 
new 

11 mi 
new 

2 mi 
new 

Trailhead 

(Eklutna 
Glacier 
Trailhead 
under 8111.) 

Campground 
ItA" 

New trailhead 
at park 
boundary for 
15-20 cars on 
north side of 
Peters Creek 
separated from 
present 
access. 



T r a i l  Name 

P e t e r s  CrepL 
T r a i l  
( e x i s t i n g )  

Four Mile Cree% 
T r a i l *  

P e t e r s  Creek t o  
Thunderbird 
Creek Traverse 

M t .  Eklutna 
T r a i l  

P Class  Locat ion - - 
ii7 I3 Between park boundary 

inholding and upper v a l l e y .  
( F c l l o r ~ s  a  road through 
i n h o l d i r p  t o  P e t e r s  Creek 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a rea . )  

118 B Between P e t e r s  Creek T r a i l  
and t h e  upper end of Four 
Mile Creek Valley.  

119 C Between Four Mile Creek 
T r a i l  and Thunderbird Creek 
T r a i l .  

120 B Thunderbird F a l l s  t r a i l h e a d  
t o  M t .  Eklutna. 

Provides walk-in access  t o  
P e t e r s  Creek Valley acd 
snorm~obile access  under 
c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  f a r  a s  
s o u t l ~  a s  t h e  Township Line 
between 1 4  a n d  15N. Th i s  i s  a  
magnificent  v a l l e y  which now 
r e c e i v e s  l i t t l e  use because of 
poor access .  S i t e  a  p u b l i c  
cabin  j u s t  o u t s i d e  ef  t h e  
wi lde rness  a r e a .  

Provides access  t o  Four Ni le  
Creek Valley and d e f i n e s  
l i m i t s  of v e h i c u l a r  t r a f f i c  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  This  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  
he lp  t o  accommodate l a r g e  
i n f l u x  of P e t e r s  Creek 
r e s i d e n t s  who want t o  use  the  
park .  Two mi les  of new 
c l e a r i n g .  

Provides  a  t r a v e r s e  between 
lower Thunderbird Creek Val ley  
and Four Mile Creek ( P e t e r s  
Creek Val ley) .  Approximately 
1 mi le  of t r a i l  would r e q u i r e  
c l e a r i n g  t o  reach the  a l p i n e  
zone. 

Clear  and mark 4 m i l e s  of 
t r a i l  t o  provide good access  
f o r  an  e x c e l l e n t  s c e n i c  climb. 
The f i rs t  21 m i l e s  a r e  i n  
t imber and brush.  Th i s  h ike  
has  been requested by t h e  
p u b l i c  (Chugach Master P l a n ) .  
P r i v a t e  land f o r  a t r a i l  
c o r r i d o r  may have t o  be 
acqu i red .  An easement is  
ano the r  opt ion.  

D i s t .  - 

15 ri 

4 n i  

2 m i  
new 

2 m i  

1 m i  
new 

4 n i  

24 m i  
new 

Trai lhead 

Kew t r a i l h e a d  
f o r  25-50 c a r s  
i f  road can be 
upgraded t o  a  
d r i v e a b l e  
cond i t ion .  

New t r a i l h e a d  
f o r  25-30 c a r s  
a t  n o r t h  end 
of p r i v a t e  
land 
( inho ld ing)  
wi th  p i c n i c  
a r e a .  

Same a s  above. 

Thunderhird 
Creek 
Tra i lhead .  



Trail Name I Class Location - 

Thunderbird 121  A, Retween parking area on Construct a viewing area close 
Creek State C Glenn Highway and Upper to the falls with guard 
Trail Thunderbird Creek. railing. Continue the trail 

at Class C standard to Upper 
Thunderbird Creek Valley for 
12 miles to provide access 
into the valley for hiking, 
skiing and wildlife 
observation. Although closed 
to snowmobiles, skiers can't 
use valley now. 

Little Peters 122 
Creek Trail 
(Ptarmigan 
Valley)* 

Chugiak 123 
Hillside Ski 
 trail^ 

B Between the trailhead near his will provide good summer 
the park boundary and a and winter access into the 
large, flat alpine area Motorcycles and 
the upper valley. off-road vehicles are ruining 

the alpine tundra in this 
valley; hence some means to 
stop them must be found. 
Encouraging more hiking with a 
better road, trailhead and 
signing would help. 

A Little Peters Creek This will provide a very 
Traihead to Chugiak scenic 6 mile long ski trail 
Recreation Center. (loop) and summer hiking trail 

with spectacular views over 
the valley along the park 
boundary. Easily accessible 
to rapidly expanding 
population of Eagle River - 
Chugiak. 

Dist. - 
12 mi 

1 1  mi 
new 

1 mi 
new 

6 mi 
new 

Trailhead 

New trailhead 
for 50-75 cars 
at the site of 
the present 
inadequate 
trailhead. It 
will be 
necessary to 
acquire 
several acres 
of private 
land for the 
existing and 
expanded 
trailhead. 

New trailhead 
for 25-50 cars 
within the 
park boundary. 

Use trailhead 
above and 
Recreation 
Center parking 
area. 



Trail Name Class - 

Peters Creek to 124 C 
Eagle River 
Traverse 

Peters Creek to 125 C 
Ram Valley 
Trail 

PLANNING UbIT 1/2 

Iditarod Trail* 201 B 

Eagle River 202 C 
Glacier Spur 
Trail 

Eagle River 204 B 
Snowmobile 
Access Trail 

Location Use/Function Dist. 

Peters Creek Trarl MP 8 to Provides access to Ram Valley 4 mi 
Rem Valley Trail. from Peters Creek, thence over 

to Fagle River Valley. Only 
the lower mile would have to 1 mi 
be brushed. Would tie in well new 
to the public cabin suggested 
for 11117. 

Peters Creek Trail MP 10 to Additional access from upper 4 mi 
Ram Valley. Peters Creek Valley to Ram 

Valley. This traverses the 
edge of the glacier near Ram 1 mi 
Valley. Little or no clearing new 
required. 

Trailhead at Eagle River blain Park access route between 19 mi 
Visitor Center to Raven Eagle River Valley and 
Glacier and Crow Pass Girdwood Valley following the 
Trailhead in Chugach historic and highly scenic 
National Forest. gold rush trail. 

Between Iditarod Trail and Provides access to the Eagle 3 mi 
Eagle Glacier Lake. River Glacier. Passes next to 

scenic Glacier Lake. Several 
miles of brushing would be 2 mi 
required in the lower reaches. new 

Between Eagle River Visitor Provides access for 2 mi 
Center Parking area and snowmobiles from visitor 
Eagle River. center parking lot to Eagle 

River without interfering with 
skiers and nature trail use 
along Iditarod Trail. 

Trailhead 

Existing 100 
car parking 
area at 
Visitor 
Center. 
Parking should 
be expanded to 
accommodate 75 
more cars. 

Existing 
visitor center 
parking. 



Trail Name 

Visitor Center 
Nature Trail* 

Falling Water 
Creek Trail 

Ram Valley 
Trail 

Eagle River 
Ilorse Trail 

it Class Location - 

205 A Eagle River Visitor Center 
parking area and return on 
a f mile long loop 
interpretation trail. 

206 B Mile 11.1  Eagle River Road 
where main road forks. 
Follows Falling Water Creek 
in a 3 mile loop. 

207 C Mile 11.5 Eagle River Road 
to Ram Valley ahove private 
lands. 

208 B Mile 11.5 Eagle River Road 
to Eagle River main 
channel. 

To provide a nature trail that 
is handicapped-accessible. 
This trail will be heavily 
used and constructed tc a high 
standard with interpretation 
stations and rest stops. It 
will compliement the present 
visitor center activities. 

To provide parking, picnic 
facilities and a well 
designated trail in an area 
which presently receives 
considerable use for fishing, 
camping, hiking, picnicking, 
and cross-country skiing. No 
facilities presently existing. 

To provide access into a 
beautiful and highly desirable 
hiking and wildlife viewing 
area. Present access is 
blocked by private lands. 
Access from a trailhead on 
Eagle River Road can be gained 
following Section Line 413 on 
trail through private lands. 
Brush and grade lower 2 miles 
of trail. 

This loop trail would provide 
a trail useable by horses 
within that portion of Eagle 
River Valley open to horse use 
by current regulations. The 
parking area would accommodate 
horse trailer parking as well. 

Dist. - 
t mi 

3 mi 
new 

3 mi 

2 mi 
new 

2 mi 

new 

Trailhead 

Eagle River 
Visitor 
Center. 

New trailhead 
for 15-25 cars 
well off main 
road and small 
picnic area 
with toilet. 

New trailhead 
for 30-50 cars 
to act as 
trailhead for 
Trail 9208 as 
well. 

Same as above. 



T r a i l  Name 

High Valley 
Rock Glac ie r  
T r a i l  

Mountain 
Meadows T r a i l  

h%iteout  
G l a c i e r  
Traver se  

Meadow Creek 
T r a i l *  

# Class  Locat ion  - 

209 C The Ram Val ley  T r a i l  and  
High Val ley  Rock Glac ie r .  

210 B Eagle River  V i s i t o r  Center 
t o  h igh meadows i n  the  
mountains d i r e c t l y  e a s t .  

211 C From Eklutna  Glac ie r  t o  the  
I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  a t  Crow 
Pass .  

212 B A t  MP 3.0 on Skyl ine  Drive 
Eagle River Val ley ,  Skyline 
Drive i s n e w l y  paved. 

This  i s  a  popular  s h o r t  h ike  
among l o c a l  people i n t o  a  
b e a u t i f u l  a l p i n e  v a l l e y  with a  
rock g l a c i e r .  Access t o  the  
a r e a  is  p r e s e n t l y  blocked by 
p r i v a t e  l ands  a s  wi th  t r a i l  
;;207, which i t  i n t e r s e c t s .  
L i t t l e  c l e a r i n g  needed. T r a i l  
would e v e n t u a l l y  cont inue  i n t o  
Upper P e t e r s  Creek Valley.  

This  w i l d l i f e  viewing t r a i l  
would a c c e s s  the  spec tacu la r  
c l i f f s  2nd escarpments e a s t  of 
t h e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  t o  the  high 
meadows seen  from t h e r e .  
Would provide  b rea th tak ing  
views ou t  over  t h e  v a l l e y  from 
t h i s  hanging v a l l e y .  

This  t r a v e r s e  i s  a  s k i  r o u t e  
year-round between Eklutna 
Val ley  and Girdwood Valley.  
Only marking is  needed a s  
e n t i r e  l e n g t h  is i n  the  a l p i n e  
zone. 

Exce l l en t  s k i  and h ike  i n  
Meadow Creek Valley.  Brush 
and mark s i x  m i l e s  of t r a i l .  
k r i l l  p rovide  e x c e l l e n t  loop 
t r a i l  t o  p o s s i b l e  t r a i l h e a d  a t  
Mile High Road. Only 
convenient  a c c e s s  t o  Meadow 
Creek Val ley .  

D i s t .  - 

4 m i .  

1 m i  
new 

4 m i  
new 

8 m i  

5 m i  

2 m i  
new 

Tra i lhead  

Same a s  P207. 

Eagle River 
V i s i t o r  Center 
parking a r e a .  

Access is  
c u r r e n t l y  
hlocked by 
p r i v a t e  l and .  
Chain a c r o s s  
road.  
Acqu i s i t ion  
needed. 



Trail Name I/ Class - 

Mount 213 C 
Magnificent 
Trail 

Eagle River 214 
Crest Trail 

Eagle River 215 
Canoe Trail 
Landing* 

Canoe Trail 216 A 
Access and Ice 
Skating Area* 

Location 

Mile High Subdivision Road 
to park. 

Mile 8 Eagle Eiver Road 
(Roop Road) to mountain 
ridge southeast of Mt. 
Magnif ;cent. 

Mile 8 Eagle River Road. 
Between the highway 
pull-out and Eagle River 
laurch area. 

Mile 9.3 Eagle River Road 
where pond is next to 
highway. 

This trail provides for mostly 
local access to Kt. Magnifi- 
cent. It is currently used il- 
legally by snowmobiles and 
three-wheelers. More use by 
foot travelers will help to 
deter illegal motorized uses. 
Brush and mark one mile of new 
trail. An easement across 
private land may have to be 
acquired. 

This route would provide 
hiking access to the ridgetop 
and opportunities to observe 
wildlife. May be an important 
access if others along Eagle 
River Road prove unfeasible 
because of land statusfroad 
conditions. 

Build 300 feet of new trail to 
Eagle River for canoe launch 
area. This will provide a 
very attractive picnic site 
and canoe launching area. 
Cars are presently parked 
along highway because of 
inadequate parking. 

Build a 15-20 car parking area 
with an extensio~ of the 
existing highway pull-out. 
Construct 50 feet of good 
trail from parking area to 
river. Pond provides a 
popular road accessible ice 
skating area. 

Dist. - 

2 mi 

1 mi 
new 

2 mi 
new 

300 
ft. 
new 

50 
ft. 
new 

Trailhead 

New 5-10 car 
parking 
areaftrailhead 
within park on 
Mile High 
Subdivision 
Road. 

Rew 10-15 car 
trailhead 
within park 
boundary. 

Construct a 
new 20-30 car 
trailhead and 
picnic area. 
Provide 
toilets. 

Extend present 
inadequate 
parking area 
to accommodate 
15-20 cars. 
Provid~ 
toilets. 



T r a i l  Kame 

Eagle River 
Nature T r a i l  
a rd  Canoe 
Portage* 

Eagle River 
Canoe T r a i l  
Access* 

# Class  Location - 

217 A Eagle River V i s i t o r  Center 
v e s t  to  Eagie River mair 
chevnel .  

218 A Mile 7 . 4  Eagle River Road 
near  the  junc t ion  of the  
e a s t  and west channels.  

Lower Valley 219 
Canoe Access* 

South Bank 220 
Eagle River 
T r a i l *  

A Between Eagle River 
l a n d f i l l  on Hiland Drive 
and the  Eblutna Powerline 
c ross ing  of Eagle River.  

A Between Eagle River 
Campground and the  smal l  
l ake  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  a t  t h e  
narrows i n  t h e  upper 
v a l l e y .  

To provide good access  a c r o s s  
a  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  marshy a rea  
wi th  1 . 5  mi les  of boardwalk 
t r a i l .  This wculd be a  
va luab le  i n t e r p r e t i v e  t r a i l  
and would provide the needed 
por tage  f o r  the  beginning of 
t h e  Eagle River Canoe T r a i l .  

To provide canoe access  a t  the  
l a s t  point  t o  e n t e r  the  r i v e r  
be fo re  reaching the  end of the  
canoe t r a i l .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  
canoes can be recovered from 
e i t h e r  channel of the  r i v e r .  

Th i s  takeout point  al lows l e s s  
experienced canoers t o  take  
o u t  of the  r i v e r  be fo re  Class 
I11 white water begins j u s t  
below t h i s  po in t .  Would 
r e q u i r e  1 mile  of new road. 
P r e s e n t l y ,  no veh icu la r  access  
t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  

Th i s  would provide an  
e x c e l l e n t  h ik ing  t r a i l ,  s k i i n g  
t r a i l  and n a t u r e  t r a i l  on the 
south  s i d e  of Eagle River t o  a  
p o i n t  t h r e e  mi les  sou theas t  of 
t h e  V i s i t o r  Center.  A complex 
p a t t e r n  of p r i v a t e  ownership 
may prevent t h i s  proposal .  

D i s t .  - 

1.5 
m i  
new 

300 
yards 
new 

1 
mile  
of 
road 
new 

15 m i  
new 

Trai lhead 

Eagle River 
V i s i t o r  Center 
parking.  

New parking 
a r e a  f o r  20-30 
c a r s .  

New parking 
f o r  15 c a r s  
and boat  ramp. 

Tra i lhead  a t  
Fagle River 
campground. 
Severa l  a c r e s  
of p r i v a t e  
land w i l l  have 
t o  be acquired 
f o r  t h i s  
e x i s t i n g  s i t e .  
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T r a i l  Name - # 

North Fork of 303 
Ship Creek 
T r a i l  

Rendezvous Peak 304 
; r a i l  

A r c t i c  Valley 11305 
t o  South Fork 
Eagle River 
T r a i l  

Ship Creek t o  306 
Symphony Lake 
Traverse  

PLAhXING U N I T  1:4 

Wolverine Bowl 401 
T r a i l  

Class  Location - 

C Ship Creek Valley T r a i l  
( 1 3 0 1 )  t o  Crcw Pass T r a l l .  

C Ski  lodge parking a r e a  t o  
Rendezvous Peak. 

C Between Ship Creek Val ley  
T r a i l  ( t301) and South Fork 
Eagle River T r a i l  (8221). 

C Between Symphony Lake and 
Ship Creek. 

A Prospect  Trai lhead t o  
h'olverine Bowl. 

Main t r a i l  up nor th  f o r k  of 
Ship Creek used by horses  f o r  
moose hunt ing and h i k e r s  and 
s k i e r s .  Means t o  a l l e v i a t e  
horse  damage i n  wet a r e a s  must 
he explored and implemented. 
Brush and mark on dry benches. 

Popular sumner h ik ing  rou te  i n  
a l p i n e  tundra .  Mark t r a i l  t o  
r e s t r a i n  u s e r s  from damaging 
surrounding tundra  and f o r  
s a f e t y  dur ing foggy 
cond i t ions .  

This t r a i l  would provide a  
rou te  over a  low pass (3,000')  
t o  provide an access  between 
A r c t i c  Valley and t h e  South 
Fork of Eagle River.  Only 
brushing i n  t h e  lower 
e l e v a t i o n s  would be requ i red .  

F a i r l y  easy summer h ik ing  
r o u t e  through a l p i n e  tundra  
between Symphony Lake and Ship 
Creek Valley.  Only t h e  lower 
p o r t i o n s  of t h i s  r o u t e  would 
r e q u i r e  some brushing.  

E x i s t i n g  h e a v i l y  used s k i  and 
h ik ing  t r a i l .  S u i t a b l e  f o r  
double t r a c k  sk i ing .  

Dist. 

14 m i  

3  m i  

New 

5 m i  
new 

Trai lhead 

S k i  lodge 
parking a r e a  
( e x i s t i n g ) .  

Prospect  
Heights 
Tra i lhead  wi th  
50-70 c a r  
c a p a c i t y  and 
t o i l e t s .  



T r a i l  Name 

Wolverine Peak 
spur 

Niddle Fork 
Loop T r a i l  

Williwaw Lakes 
T r a i l  

Powerline T r a i l  

# Class  Location - 

402  C Wolverine Bowl T r a i l  t o  
Wolverine Peak summit. 

403  & B Wolverine Bowl T r a i l  t o  
403A Glen Alps access  t r a i l .  

404 B Between Middle Fork Loop 
T r a i l  and Korth Williwaw 
Lake. 

405 A Between Prospect  Trai lhead 
and Powerline Pass i n  South 
Fork of Campbell Creek. 

This  spur  has  been used f o r  
many yea rs  t o  reach t h e  summit 
end needs brushing i n  the  
lower e l e v a t i o n s .  

This  t r a i l  i s  a popular s k i  
loop us ing  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
Powerline T r a i l  ( 8 4 0 5 ) .  The 
upper end of t h i s  t r a i l  needs 
an improved s t ream c ross ing  of 
t h e  South Fork of Campbell 
Creek and brushing t o  the  Glen 
Alps access  t r a i l .  T r a i l  
6403A i s  a s k i  r o u t e  through 
a l d e r  only t o  c o r r e c t  f o r  
s t e e p  unsk iab le  grades  on t h e  
comparable p o r t i o n  of T r a i l  
1;403. C l a s s  C average grade 
of 7.5%.  

Well used e x i s t i n g  t r a i l  t o  
access  Williwaw Lakes. 
Popular s k i  rou te .  

Popular h iking,  s k i i n g ,  and 
horse r i d i n g  r o u t e  i n  lower 
end; snowmobile and mountain 
b ike  t r a i l  above g a s l i n e  t r a i l  
( I t406)  junc t ion .  Needs 
grading and water  b a r s  t o  
improve dra inage.  Horse r o u t e  
on west s i d e  of c l e a r i n g .  

Dist . Trai lhead 

2.5 Same a s  above. 
m i  

4.1 Same a s  above. 
m i  

1.3 
mile  
new 

9 m i  Prospect  
Heights 
Trai lhead.  



Trail Name d Class Location - 

Gasline Trail 406 A Between Powerline Trail and 
Gpper O'Malley Trailhead. 

Glen Alps 407 
Access Trails 
(Upper and 
Lower Loop) 

A Between Glen Alps Trailhead 
and the Powerline Trail. 
Upper and Lower trails form 
a loop. 

South Fork Rin 408 C Follows the west rim of the 
Trail South Fork of Campbell 

Creek from Prospect 
Trailhead to Glen Alps 
access trail (8407). 

Popular multi-purpose summer 
and winter trail. New 
snowmobile corridor will 
remove them from this trail. 
Excellent ski run, dogmushing 
and running area. Good winter 
horse route on one half of the 
trail. Trail needs grading, 
small culverts and water bars 
to eliminate present drainage 
problems. 

The most used of the Glen Alps 
trails. Could be adapted to 
handicapped use. Serves as a 
main access to a number of 
other destination orientea 
trails. Upper loop needs 
water bars and gravel fill to 
improve drainage. 

The lower half of the trail is 
completed while the upper half 
needs to be. Is an excellent 
ski trail and walking route. 
Few if any trees to be removed 
in new section of trail; 
mostly elder brush and hemlock 
thicket at south end. 

Dist. Trailhead 

1.5 Expand Upper 
mi O'Malle!: 

Trailhead 
parking for 
50-70 cars, 
picnic area 
and toilets. 
Chugach Master 
Plan to be 
amended to 
allow this 
action. 

1.0 Glen Alps 
mi parking area 

with 100 car 
parking 
capacity. 

4.0 Prospect 
mi Heights 

Trailhead. 

2.0 mi 
new 



T r a i l  Name # Class  Location - 

Denal i  View Ski  LO9 B Follows the  west and n o r t h  
T r a i l  f ac ing  r idge  between 

Prospect Trai lhead and 
upper O'Malley Trai lhead.  

S i l v e r  Fern 410 A Main access  t r a i l  between 
T r a i l  upper O'Malley and Glen 

Alps. 

S i l v e r  Fern 4 1 1  A Main access  between Upper 
Spur T r a i l  Huffman parking a r e a  and 

S i l v e r  Fern T r a i l  (a4101 t o  
Glen Alps. 

Traces of t h e  old Denali  View 
T r a i l  can s t i l l  be found. 
This t r a i l  would r e p l a c e  i t  
with a  s e r i e s  of well-designed 
loops t h a t  t ake  advantage of  
an otherwise unusable p a r t  of 
the  h i l l s i d e  a rea  between the  
powerline and park boundary. 
Heavy a l d e r  brush a t  lower 
end; l i t t l e  c l e a r i n g  n e a r  
O'Malley i n  ln rge  open spruce.  

This t r a i l  w i l l  become t h e  
main access  t r a i l  t o  Glen A l p s  
from Upper O'Malley and Upper 
Huffman Trai lheads .  It  w i l l  
be a  wonderful s k i  t r a i l  
(designed grades  under 82) and 
o f f e r  a  n a t u r a l  c o r r i d o r  wi th  
b e t t e r  scenery,  dra inage and 
t read  than the  e x i s t i n g  
gas l ine  easement ( t r a i l ) .  It 
i s  only 1.3 mi les  longer  than 
s t a r t i n g  a t  Glen Alps.  

This spur t r a i l  from the  paved 
L'pper Huffman Traihlead w i l l  
becone the main access  t o  Glen 
Alps d e s t i n a t i o n  p o i n t s .  (See 
T r a i l  C 4 1 0 . )  It w i l l  provide 
s k i a b l e  grades ( l e s s  than a % ) ,  
a  f i n e  downh.il1 run and i s  
only 1.1 mi les  longer  than  
s t a r t i n g  a t  Glen Alps 
Trailhead.  

D i s t .  Trailhead 

3.5 Prospect 
m i  Heights 

Trai lhead 

3.5 
m i  
new 

1.7 Upper O'Malley 
m i  Trailhead.  
new 50-70 

veh ic les .  

0.3 Ex is t ing  paved 
m i  Upper Huf £man 
new Road Trai lhead 

(60-70 
v e h i c l e s ) .  



Trail Kame - I Class Location 

Upper HuLfzz~. 412 A Between tipper Pcffman 
Road Snowmoii;~ Trailhead ard Powerline 
Corridor Trail 5 .  The 

snowmobile trailhead may be 
relocated at Glen Alps to 
reduce illegal motorized 
penetratioc. Field 
investigation will confirm 
this location. 

Blueberry Eill 413 B Glen Alps area. 
Ski Loop 

Hemlock Knob 414 B Between Silver Fern Trail 
Trail (1410) and Powerline Trail 

(11405). 

Most of this trail will be 
relocated to prevent illegal 
penetration into closed areas 
presently occurring. The old 
route will be closed. The 
preferred routing will require 
acquisition of 25 acres of 
land in NEtNEi Sec. 30 to 
accommodate the trail. This 
acquisition is vital to retain 
this "corner" of the park (see 
map). Trail closed in summer 
because of wet conditions. 

This trail will provide an 
excellent ski loop utilizing 
early snow (often the only 
snow) in the hillside. 
Existing trails will be 
connected by loops that 
traverse an open meadow 
necessitating little clearing 
of trees (mountain hemlock). 

This trail was built in 1972 
for skiers and partly follows 
a firebreak and old homestead 
roads. To make it nore 
useable, 3 short linkages are 
proposed which will complete 
it. A steep switch-back 
section is proposed for 
relocation for skiers through 
an old burn (Hay, 1972). 
Wonderful panoramas from the 
top of Hemlock Knob. Good 
wildlife viewing trail. 

Dist. Trailhead 

1.5 Existing paved 
mi L'pper Huffman 
new Road Trailhead 

(60-70 
vehicles). 

2.7 Upper Huffman 
mi and Upper 

O'Malley 
Trailheass. 

1.6 
mi 
new 

0.3 mi 
new 



Trail Name 

Hemlock Spur 
Trail 

Hemlock Burn 
Trail 

Sanctuary 
Valley Trail 

k'hite Spruce 
Trail 

f Class Location - - 

415 B Between Hemlock Knob Trail 
(1414) and the Powerline 
Trail (fi405). 

416 B Bypass of the switchbacks 
in Hemlock Knob Trail 
(0414). 

417 B Between Upper O'Malley 
Trailhead and South Fork 
Rim Trail (#408). 

418 B Between Upper O'Mnlley 
Trailhead and South Fork 
Rim Trail. 

This short spur trail within 
Mountain hemlocks is very 
attractive and well cleared. 
This is a favorite ski trail 
and provides a link to the 
powerline trail. 

This trail will by-pass the 
four sharp switchbacks in the 
Hemlock Knob Trail providing 
good skiing grades and 
megnificent views of the 
Chugach Mountains. Follows a 
south-facing slope, partly 
within an old burn. Some 
clearing required, mostly 
alder and hemlock. 

This trail provides a fine 
route through spruce and 
hemlock forest at the edge of 
Santuary Valley. Sanctuary 
Valley and the ridge to the 
north are favorite wintering 
areas for moose. No ski 
trails should go into the 
middle of the valley to avoid 
disturbance. Two sections of 
this trail are already 
established. 

This existing trail passes 
through open groves of white 
spruce of exceptional beauty. 
A favorite ski trail with 
special scenic qualities. 
Only the portion east of the 
Powerli~e Trail (8405) needs 
t o  be cleared an* marked to 
iring it up to standard. 

Dist . Trailhead 

0.5 
mi 
new 

1.1 Upper O'Malley 
mi Trailhead. 

0.6 mi 
new 

1.0 Upper O'Malley 
mi Trailhead. 
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Trail Name 

Alder Trail 

Camphell Creek 
Loop Ski Trail 

Golder Grass 
Trail 

Campbell Gorge 
Trail 

Lost Cabin 
\'alley Trail* 

# Class Location - - 

426 C Between Powerline Trail and 
Gasline clearing on the 
Park boundary. 

425 A Between the Far North Park 
Trail System and Wolverine 
Trail, and Prospect 
Trailhead. 

426 B Between two sections of 
Powerline Trail near 
Prospect Heights. 

427 C At confluence of Middle and 
South Forks of Campbell 
Creek. 

428 B Betveen Stuckagain Heights 
Road Traihead and Wolverine 
Peak Spur. 

Cut for horseman use as a 
summer/winter trail following 
an old homestead road. It is 
a cutoff loop between the 
Powerline and Gasline Trails 
horse winter route. 

Provides an excellent short 
loop trail system for skiing 
and ties in both Wolverine 
Trail and municipal trails in 
Far North Bicentennial Park. 

This ski trail was built to 
avoid a dangerously steep 
pitch in the Powerline Trail 
and to provide several 
interesting ski loops. It is 
particularly beautiful in 
autumn when fields of grasses 
beneath the birches turn 
golden. 

This trail would provide 
direct access between South 
Fork Rim Trail and Niddle Fork 
Loop Trail. 

This would become a main 
access trail to Wolverine Bowl 
and North Fork of Campbell 
Creek. This is an existing 
Class C trail. 

Dist. - 

0.5 
mi 

2 .o 
mi 
new 

0.9 
mi 

0.6 
mi 
new 

2.0 
mi 

Trailhead 

Between Upper 
OIMalley and 
Prospect 
Trnilheads. 

Prospect 
Heights 

Same as above. 

Same as above. 

New trailhead 
for 30-50 cars 
on Stuckagain 
Heights Road 
entry into 
park boundary 
in Sec. 7 .  



Trail Name 

Wolverine Bowl 
Ski Loop 

Little Loop 

Rusty Mouctaic 
Loop 

North Fork 
Trail* 

! Class Location - - 
429 B Betveen Uolverine Peak S F L . ~  

( : !402)  asd lioivcrlne Trail. 
X new brid~e on Campbell 
Creek wili be required to 
provide a safe crossing. 

L30 A Between Wolverine Bowl 
Trail and Middle Fork Loop 
Trail. 

431 B Between Wolverine Bowl 
Trail and Middle Fork Loop 
Trail. 

432 B Between Wolverine Bowl 
Trail and Upper North Fork 
of Campbell Creek. 

UseIFunction Dist . Trailhead 

This trail would complere the L.7 
kolverine Eowl loop system for ni 
skiing. new 

This short loop of ski trail 0.3 
was built to provide an mi 
excellent view from an old 
homestead clearing and to 
provide more ski opportunity. 

This trail would provide 1.7 
spectacular views along the ~i 
lower slopes of Rusty Mountain new 
as well as wildlife viewing 
opportunities. Would be a 
beautiful additional loop 
trail for skiing and provide a 
nice traverse of the lower 
Wolverine Bowl. 

This trail would provide the 8.0 Stuckagain 
principal year-round access mi Heights 
into the North Fork valley. bordering the 
It will be necessary to state park. 
acquire private land in the 4.0 mi 5-10 car local 
NWi Sec. 5 or to obtain an new trailhead. 
easement for trail use. 
Mostly alder brush clearing at 
lower elevations and an 
existing route in the alpine 
zone. 



Trail Name 

Hidden Lake 
Trail and Ship 
Lake Traverse 

Rabbit Lake 
Trail 

Rabbit Valley 
Ski Trail 

?lcHugh Peak 
Telemark Hill 

I Class Location - - 

433  C Between Powerline Trail and 
both forks of Hidden Lake 
valley and Ship Lake. 

434 B Between Rabbit Valley 
Trailhead and Rabbit Lake. 

435 B Between the proposed 
municipal park on the state 
park boundary and Rabbit 
Lake, via the valley bottom 
in small trees. 

436 C Between Rabbit Valley Ski 
Trail and the top of McHugh 
Peak. 

UseIFunct ion 

This trail would provide a few 
improvements for the best 
summer route to the lakes. In 
winter, it is no problem as 
the area is quite open. A new 
bridge is needed across 
Campbell Creek. The traverse 
to Ship Lake will provide a 
connection to Ship Creek 
Valley Trail. 

Very popular route between the 
end of an unimproved, steep 
road and the lake. If 
starting at the park boundary, 
it is 5.5 miles to the lake; 
from the end of the present 
road it is 2 . 0  miles. 

This ski trail is needed to 
offer a route within the birch 
and mountain hemlock forest 
where snow conditions are not 
windblown and bare. Starts at 
the municipal park on Rabbit 
Creek on our park boundary. 
Private inholdings would have 
to be crossed with this trail. 

This trail follows a valley 
protected from high winds 
which accumulates a heavy 
snowpack. Very uniform 1 5 1  
slope for almost l $  miles. 
Only the lower pcrtion near 
Rabbit Creek requires clearing 
of alder and mountain hemlock. 

Dist. Trailhead 

7 .0  
mi 

5 .5  New trailhead 
mi for 50-60 

cars. The 
exact location 
depends on 
whether or not 
the inholding 
can be 
acquired. 

4 .0  New trailhead 
mi to accommodate 

5 0  cars. 
Joint 

3 . 0  mi state/municip- 
new a1 project. 

1.0 mi 
new 



T r a i l  Name 

F l a t t o p  T r a i l  
(west  approach) 

L i t t l e  Rabbit  
Creek T r a i l  

P o t t e r  Creek 
T r a i l  

P o t t e r  Creek t o  
McHugh Creek 
T r a i l  

Class  Locat ion  - - 

437 C Between the  western park 
boundsry on Rabbit Creek 
Road and the  summit of 
F l a t t o p .  

438 C Bear Valley Area - access  
t o  the  park .  

439  B Upper P o t t e r  Creek Valley 
t o  McHugh Peak. 

440 B The sou th  s i d e  of 
r e s i d e n t i a l  development i n  
P o t t e r  Creek Val ley .  From 
t h e  sadd le  t o  Table Rock 
(McHugh) . 

A popular  approach t o  climb 
F i a t t o p  f o r  Rabbit Creek 
v a l l e y  r e s i d e n t s .  S t a r t s  a t  
t imber l ine .  Fo c l e a r i n g  
requ i red .  

Access t o  t h i s  a r e a  of the  
park  should be reserved by the  
subd iv i s ion  p l a t t i n g  process  
t o  ensure t h a t  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  
have access  t o  t h e  park a long 
t h i s  s tream v a l l e y .  Alpine 
t e r r a i n  - no c l e a r i n g  
requ i red .  

Access t o  P o t t e r  Valley a r e a  
of t h e  park ,  p r i n a r i l y  f o r  the  
b e n e f i t  of l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  
which could one day number 
10,000. Subdivis ion p l a t t i n g  
process  w i l l  be r equ i red  t o  
provide  p u b l i c  access  t o  t h i s  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  park.  Clear ing 
requ i red  f o r  f i r s t  1 mile  of 
t r a i l .  

A h i g h l y  s c e n i c  t r a i l  pass ing  
through cottonwoods, aspen and 
g r a s s l a n d s  between P o t t e r  
Val ley  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  and 
Table Rock above McHugh Creek 
P i c n i c  Area. Highly appea l ing  
southwest  exposure.  

D i s t .  - 

1 .o 
m i  

1 .o 
m i  

1 .o 
m i  

0 . 5  m i  
new 

1.4 
m i  

1.0 m i  
new 

Tra i lhead  

Xew parking 
e r e a  f o r  5-16 
c a r s  a locg  
e x i s t i n g  rcad.  
May be served 
by parking f o r  
T r a i l  C 4 3 4 .  

A c a r  a c c e s s i -  
b l e  t r a i l h e a d  
i s  probably 
n o t  p o s s i b l e  
h e r e  because 
of s t e e p  
s l o p e s  a long 
t h e  park boun- 
dary .  

A. t r a i l h e a d  
may n o t  be 
p o s s i h l e  
because of 
s l o p e  
s t eepness .  

New t r a i l h e a d  
f o r  20-30 c a r s  
w i t h i n  t h e  
pa rk  wi th  road 
a c c e s s  t o  i t  
guaranteed by 
the  p l a t t i n g  
p rocess .  



T r a i l  Name 

P o t t e r  Road 
T r a i l  

PLANNING UNIT 85 

I n d i a n  Valley 
T r a i l *  

Old Johnson 
T r a i l  (o ld  
s e c t i o n )  

Old Johnson 
T r a i l  (new 
s e c t i o n )  

/I Class  1.ocation - - 

441 A E x i s t i n g  road is  no longer  
used f o r  a  road; w i l l  
become a t r a i l .  

501 A, Indian Valley Trai lhead t o  
B Indian Pass.  Connects wi th  

Ship Creek T r a i l  ( t301) .  

502 A ,  P o t t e r  Marsh Trai lhead t o  
. B Ind ian  Creek Trai lhead i n  

Ind ian  Valley.  

502 A Indian Creek Valley 
Trai lhead t o  C a l i f o r n i a  
Creek Trai lhead i n  Girdwood 
Valley.  

Popular t r a i l  f o r  summer 
hiking.  Connects wi th  Ship 
Creek Valley T r a i l  t o  A r c t i c  
Val ley  (8301). Severa l  t r a i l  
and b r idge  improvements a s  
w e l l  a s  some a d d i t i o n a l  
c l e a r i n g  requ i red  f o r  the  
f i r s t  f i v e  mi les .  Popular 
win te r  s k i  t r a v e r s e  t o  A r c t i c .  

Popular t r a i l  between P o t t e r  
and Ind ian  f o r  a l l  season 
hiking.  Many access  p o i n t s  
along Turnagain Arm have been 
i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  s h o r t  
connecting s p u r  t r a i l s .  Some 
improvements a r e  needed t o  
r e s t o r e  t h e  t r a i l  i n  i t s  
h i s t o r i c  l o c a t i o n .  Severa l  
b r idges  a r e  a l s o  needed. 

This  s e c t i o n  of t r a i l  w i l l  
continue t h e  concept of a  
11 t r a i l  above t h e  highway" 
us ing the  5- mi les  of Bird 
Creek Bikeway i n  B i r d  Creek 
Valley.  S e c t i o n s  of an o ld  
t r a i l  above the  road a r e  s t j l l  
t o  be found. Bird H i l l  
avalanche a r e a  w i l l  r e s t r i c t  
win te r  use. Severa l  o the r  
a r e a s  a l s o .  

D i s t .  - 
0.5 
m i  

6 m i  

12  m i  

2 n i  
new 

1 7  n i  
new 

Trai lhead 

New t r a i l h e a d  
f o r  20-30 c a r s  
a t  t h e  end of 
t h e  p r e s e n t -  
access  road.  

A new 
t r a i l h e a d  f o r  
30-50 c a r s  
should be 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  
P o t t e r  Marsh 
a r e a .  McHugh 
Creek provides  
good access .  

A new 
t r a i l h e a d  f o r  
10-15 c a r s  
a long 
C a l i f o r n i a  
creek wi th in  
the  park  i n  
Girdwood 
Valley.  



T r a i l  Name - f i  Class Location - 

Bird Pass  T r a i l  503 C Bet~:ten Bird Creek Valley 
end Bird Creek Pass.  

Table Rock 504 B McHugh Creek t o  Table Rock. 
T r a i l  

YcHugh Creek t o  505 B bicHugh Creek t o  McHugh Lake 
McHugh Lake and Rabbit Lake. 

Use/Function D i s t .  Tra i lhead 

This t r a i l  
upper Bird 
Creek Pass 

provides  access  t o  9 m i  
Valley and Bird 
which j o i n s  t h e  

North Fork Ship Creek T r a i l  
( H 3 0 3 ) .  Natura l  impediments 
t o  prevent motorized use 
should he r e t a i n e d .  

A popular s h o r t  h ike  which 
o f f e r s  s p e c t a c u l a r  scen ic  
views over Turnagain A m  and 
is  a c c e s s i b l e  by a l l  ages.  A 
new t r a i l  from here  t o  the  
park boundary extends  the  
spec tacu la r  walk 1 . 4  mi les  
( 1 / 4 4 0 ) .  

0 . 8  McHugh Creek 
m i  P icn ic  Area. , 

The f i r s t  mi le  of t h i s  t r a i l  5.5 McHugh Creek 
i s  i n .  Severa l  mi les  of ai Picn ic  Area. 
a d d i t i o n a l  c l e a r i n g  a r e  
required t o  e s t a b l i s h  a u s e f u l  
t r a i l  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of the  3.0 m i  
creek.  Severa l  a r e a s  of s t e e p  new 
t e r r a i n  and s i d e  h i l l  w i l l  
i n s u r e  t h a t  no motorized 
v e h i c l e s  fo l low t h i s  t r a i l .  
South s l o p e s  ensure  e a r l y  
season use.  



T r a i l  Name 

NcHugh Ridge 
Loop T r a i l  

Beluga Point  
T r a i l  Access 

Johnson T r a i l  
a t  Rainbow 
Valley* 

Windy Corner 
T r a i l  

F a l l s  Creek 
T r a i l *  

# Class  Location - - 
506 B McHugh Creek t o  McHugh Lake 

and Rabbit Lake. 

507 B Beluga Point  parking a r e a  
t o  Old Johnson T r a i l .  

502 B Rainbow Valley e a s t  of t h e  
access  road. 

502 B Windy Corner access  t o  Old 
Johnson T r a i l .  

509 B F a l l s  Creek Trai lhead t o  
Teardrop Lake. 

This  t r a i l  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  
c l e a r e d  r o u t e  a long t h e  c r e s t  
of a  s t e e p  but s p e c t a c u l a r  
r i d g e  which w i l l  form a  loop 
t r a i l  wi th  t r a i l  8505. A rock 
scramble causing s e r i o u s  
e r o s i o n  on Johnson T r a i l  e a s t  
of McHugh should be c losed  
a f t e r  t h i s  r i d g e  t r a i l  is  
b u i l t .  

Th i s  s h o r t  access  t r a i l  has  
served f o r  many yea rs  a s  a  way 
t o  t h e  Old Johnson T r a i l .  

A s h o r t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Old 
Johnson T r a i l  between 
Rainbow Val ley  Road and t h e  
t r a i l h e a d  next  t o  t h e  highway 
needs t o  be r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  

A s h o r t  s e c t i o n  of t r a i l  
through an open meadow 
prov ides  access  t o  t h e  Johnson 
T r a i l .  

The f i r s t  mi le  of t h i s  t r a i l  
is  c l e a r e d .  The remaining 
t r a i l  would provide access  t o  
a  b e a u t i f u l  c i rque  v a l l e y  
con ta in ing  Teardrop Lake. 
Less than h a l f  a  mi le  of 
a d d i t i o n a l  c l e a r i n g  i s  needed. 

D i s t .  - 

2.0 
m i  
new 

0.4 
m i  

0.5 
m i  
new 

0.3  
m i  
new 

3 .O  
m i  

0.5 m i  
new 

Tra i lhead  

McHugh Creek 
P i c n i c  Area. 

Beluga Po in t  
Tra i lhead  f o r  
20 c a r s .  

E x i s t i n g  
parking a r e a  
f o r  15 c a r s .  
Needs s ign ing .  

Windy Corner 
parking a r e a  
can hold 15-20 
c a r s .  

F a l l s  Creek 
Tra i lhead  f o r  
25 c a r s .  
E x i s t i n g  a r e a .  



Trail Name 

iorget-me-Rot 
>leadow Trail 

Powerline Pass 
Trail 

Bird Ridge 
Trail 

Bird Creek 
Bikeway 

B Class Location - - -- 

510 B Just west of Indian Valley. 

51 1 B Tndian Creek Valley 
Trailhead to Powerline Pass 
(Scuth Fork Campbell 
Creek). 

512 B Between the new parking 
area vest of Bird Ridge and 
the limits of walking 
terrain to the north. 

513 A Between Boulder Stadium in 
Indian Valley through Bird 
Creek Campground. 

This short trail provides 
access to the Old Johnson 
Trail.. It passer through a 
meadow which contains a 
profusion of forget-me-nots in 
late May. 

Existing trail needs 
inprovements to Powerline Pass 
Summit; erosion control and 
some clearing. A new rugged 
gate should be installed to 
prevent 4-wheel drive vehicles 
from entering the pass area. 

Popular early spring trail for 
hiking, wildlife observation 
(sheep) and wildflowers. 

Very scenic, gentle paved 
bikeway which provides local 
access between communities and 
probably is the best high 
standard trail in the park. 
Passes through Bird Creek 
Campground. 

Dist. Trailhead 

0.3 Sma 11 
mi trailhead can 

accommodate 15 
cars. 

5 mi Indian Creek 
Valley 
Trailhead. 

6 mi Sew trailhead 
for 25 cars 
was built west 
of the old 
trailhead. 

3 mi Bird Creek 
Campground and 
Boulder 
Stadium. 



Trail Name - # - Class Location 

Bird Creek 514 C Between Bird Creek 
Valley Trail Trailhead and Upper Bird 

Creek Valley. 

Penguin Creek 515 C Between Going-to-the-Sun 
Trail Trail and upper Penguin 

Creek Valley. 

Bird Point Loop 517 B Between trailheads at Bird 
Trail Point ard slopes north 

of the Seward Highway. 

Use /Func t ion 

The lower part is one of a 
series of old logging trails 
that are used by motorbikes 
and 4-wheel drive vehicles. 
The upper valley is overgrown 
with alder brush and it is 
presently a difficult bush 
whack. Extensive clearing 
would be required but some 
local people would rather not 
see it opened if motorized 
vehicles could gain access. 

This trail would provide 
access into Penguin Creek 
Valley. As with Bird Creek 
Trail, the design should 
provide enough natural 
impediments to preclude any 
motorized use within this 
wilderness valley. 

This trail would provide a 
wide range of environments 
from beautifully sculpted 
glacier scoured rocks and 
Sitka spruce to quiet birch 
forests with fine views 
throughout. North of the 
highway x-c skiing is 
possible. 

Dist. Trailhead 

15 mi Existing Bird 
Creek 
Trailhead for 

7 mi 35 cars. 
new 

11 mi New trailhead 
for 20-30 cars 
to serve new 

6 mi Johnson Trail 
new and Penguin 

Creek Trail. 

4 mi West trailhead 
new 5-10 cars. 

East trailhead 
20-30 cars in 
an old rock 
quarry. 
Picnic site 
also. 



T r a i l  Name 11 Class  Location - - 

Going-to-the- 518 C Between B i r d  Creek Valley 
Sun T r a i l  and C a l i f o r n i a  Creek 

Tra i lheads .  

C a l i f o r n i a  519 B C a l i f o r n i a  Creek Trai lhead 
Creek S t a t e  and Penguin Creek T r a i l  a t  
T r a i l *  t h e  pass .  

Crow Pass T r a i l  520 B Crow Pass Trai lhead i n  
Chugach Net ional  Fores t  t o  
Chugach S t a t e  Park 
boundary. 

Eklutna-Peters 101- 
Creek T r a i l s  127 

Eagle  River 201- 
T r a i l s  222 

24 t r a i l s  o r  r o u t e s .  

21  t r a i l s  o r  rou tes .  

D i s t .  - 
This  rugged r i d g e c r e s t  r o u t e  15 m i  
may be the  most s p e c t a c u l a r  
t r a i l  i n  Chugach S t a t e  Park. 
Both ends would r e q u i r e  11 m i  
ex tens ive  brushing whi le  the  new 
middle p o r t i o n  is e s s e n t i a l l y  
a  scramble a long rugged r i d g e s  
and spec tacu la r  benches. 
Route should be marked. 

To provide access  from 4 m i  
Girdwood Valley i n t o  a  l i t t l e  
used mountain v a l l e y  
con ta in ing  C a l i f o r n i a  Creek. 2 m i  
Not be a  s a f e  win te r  r o u t e  new 
because of avalanche hazard.  
Remnants of gold mining 
a c t i v i t y  and high scen ic  
q u a l i t i e s  along t h i s  t r a i l .  

Provides  the  o t h e r  end of t h e  4 m i  
I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  over Crow Pass 
t o  Eagle River V i s i t o r  Center. 
Although wi th in  the  n a t i o n a l  
f o r e s t ,  i t  i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
of t h e  s t a t e  park t r a i l  system 
h e r e .  Exce l l en t  cond i t ion .  

Tra i lhead  

Bird Creek 
Tra i lhead  and 
C a l i f o r n i a  
Creek 
Tra i lhead .  

New t r a i l h e a d  
f o r  10-15 c a r s  
on 3.3 a c r e  
ILMT s i t e .  

E x i s t i n g  Crow 
Pass 
Tra i lhead .  

HEW 

66 m i  

351 m i  
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CHAPTER 5 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Prior i t ies for  Tra i ls  and Access 

Setting pr ior i t ies for t ra i ls  and access in Chugach State Park is necessary to 
proper ly  allocate state funds which are always far  less than the amount that 
is  needed to meet even a fract ion o f  the projects l isted below. The pr ior i t ies 
fall in to  three groupings wi th Pr io r i ty  No. 1 projects being the most impor- 
tant. Th is  does not  mean tha t  the schedule must be slavishly adhered to, 
especially regarding projects for  volunteer organizations: volunteers fre- 
quent ly  have greater capabi l i ty and interest  to  undertake Pr ior i ty  No. 2 
projects, which should be made available to  them when they are ready to 
work. 

The highest pr ior i t ies are the threat of i r ret r ievable loss and publ ic safety. 
The threat o f  i r ret re ivable loss may be the acquisit ion o f  a park  inholding 
which if not  acquired, might be developed resident ial ly resul t ing i n  the 
blockage o f  thousands o f  acres o f  park  land for  publ ic use; o r  it may be the 
potential loss of alpine vegetation due to  trampling damage that  might require 
50 years to regrow. The threat to publ ic safety may be a needed cable a t  
the fo rd  o f  a rush ing r i ve r  o r  guardrai ls a t  a popular overlook. 

Pr io r i ty  No. 1: Threat  o f  I r ret r ievable Loss 
A. Loss of natural features (vegetation, soils, wi ldl i fe) from destruc- 

t i ve  use: Consolidation o f  numerous t ra i l  routes leadinq to  a 
common feature may be  the best solution, o r  hardening- o f  an 
exis t ing t ra i l .  

B. Loss o f  human l i fe  and threats to publ ic safety from hazardous 
conditions. Trai ls which would contr ibute to th is  problem should be 
eliminated, rerouted o r  repaired to  a safe standard. In some cases, 
an  ent i re ly  new t ra i l  o r  no t ra i l  would be the best solution. 

C. Loss of v i ta l  parkland due to  development o f  an inholding (pr ivate 
p roper t y ) .  To prevent  a v i ta l  access cor r idor  from being lost; to 
prevent  blockage o f  an ent i re drainage; to prevent  loss o f  scenic 
qualities, wildl ife, a i r  and water qual i ty ,  it may be necessary to  
purchase a parcel o r  acquire development r igh ts  on it, o r  trade for 
other state land elsewhere. 

Pr io r i ty  No. 2 :  Sustaining Level 
A. Repair and rebui ld  ex is t ing trai ls;  defense of the exist ing system, 

adequate maintenance, and improving the present t ra i l  network w i th  
brushing,  tread improvement, and bet ter  signing. 

B. Bui ld  new t ra i ls  from an  exist ing trailhead tha t  has excellent design 
and capacity but l i t t le  use. A good t ra i l  system can provide a l i t t le  
used trailhead wi th  a reason to  exist,  and reduce pressure a t  
nearby overused trailheads. 

C. Bu i ld  linkages into the exist ing t ra i l  system to  form loop t ra i ls  and 
a more useful, f lexible system by construct ing short, new sections 
of t ra i l  between exist ing trai ls.  



P r i o r i t y  No. 3: Increas ing Recreational Oppor tun i t i es  
A.  I n t e r p r e t i v e  n a t u r e  t r a i l s  wh ich  p rov i de  v i s i t o r s  w i t h  a be t t e r  

unders tand ing  a n d  apprec ia t ion o f  p a r k  resources and  protect ion.  
B; New t ra i l s  i n t o  backcoun t r y  areas o f  the  p a r k  wh ich  may inc lude 

new dest inat ions and  low s tandard  t r a i l s  a n d  rou tes  w i t h i n  t he  
wi lderness zone o f  t he  pa rk .  

C. T ra i l - re la ted  s t r u c t u r e s  which p rov i de  v i s i t o r s  w i t h  ove rn i gh t  
she l ter  and  comfor t  faci l i t ies.  

It is  q u i t e  l i ke l y  t h a t  t he  ex i s t i ng  t ra i l s  in the  p a r k  a re  n o t  be ing adequate ly  
managed a n d  maintained. The re  a re  severa l  reasons fo r  th is .  F i r s t ,  t he re  i s  
no funding to maintain t ra i l s  a t  t he  p resen t  time, and,  secondly,  the  preser i t  
level  o f  s t a f f i n g  i s  bare ly  adequate t o  mainta in  faci l i t ies fo r  wh ich  maintenance 
monies a re  available. Refore a n y  new t r a i l s  a n d  t ra i lheads a re  developed, t he  
ex i s t i ng  t r a i l s  must  b e  upg raded  and  maintained. A staf f ing increase o r  a 
s h i f t  i n  emphasis w i t h  p resen t  s t a f f i ng  would be  r e q u i r e d  in most instances to 
r e b u i l d  a n d  mainta in  ex i s t i ng  t r a i l s  a n d  those t h a t  a re  proposed fo r  f u t u r e  
const ruct ion.  These facts  underscore  t he  importance o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  p ro jec ts  
in P r i o r i t y  No. 1 and  P r i o r i t y  No. 2 until s t a f f i ng  levels increase (see T r a i l  
Crews in Chapte r  5,  Implementation). 

- 
- 
T h e  T e n  T o p  T r a i l  Projects 

THUNDERBIRD FALLS S T A T E  T R A I L  ACCESS AND REHABIL ITAT ION 

Descr ip t ion:  A c q u i r e  a n d  pave ex i s t i ng  p a r k i n g  lo t .  build s ta i rway  a t  beg in-  
ning a n d  e n d  w i t h  v iew ing  p la t form,  build a s ing le  v a u l t  l a t r ine ,  upg rade  
ex i s t i ng  surface w i t h  6 '  wide D-1 g rave l ,  ins ta l l  handra i l s  o n  c l i f f  exposure 
areas. The  ex i s t i ng  p a r k i n g  lo t  is  on  p r i v a t e  land. Needed s igns  w i l l  he  
instal led.  

T h i s  p ro jec t  is  necessary t o  p rov i de  pub l i c  safe ty  along a dangerous c l i f f  
area, to p ro tec t  t he  na tu ra l  features f rom erosion, and  t o  p r o v i d e  the  pub l i c  
w i t h  t h e i r  expectat ion o f  seeing t h e  fal ls. A t  t h i s  time, it is impossible to 
see t h e  fa l ls  f rom the  end  o f  t he  t r a i l  w i t hou t  endanger ing l i ves  o r  g e t t i n g  
wet. Ove r  100,000 v i s i t s  were recorded  on  t h i s  t r a i l  in 1984. 

GLEN ALPS REHABIL ITAT ION 

Descr ip t ion:  T h i s  p ro jec t  w i l l  rehabi l i ta te  severe resource damage to a lp ine 
soi ls a n d  vegetat ion by consol idat ing t ra i lheads f rom an  establ ished p a r k i n g  
lot, es tab l ish ing a good hardened  t r a i l  to F la t top Mountain a n d  re locat ing a 
b r i d g e  c ross ing  o v e r  t h e  South F o r k  o f  Campbell Creek.  A lso inc luded  w i l l  
b e  t h e  ha rden ing  o f  a n  ex i s t i ng  t r a i l  t o  a n  Anchorage bowl  over look w i t h  
t readway sur fac ing ,  handra i l s ,  benches a n d  v iew ing  p la t form.  Comprehensive 
s i gn ing  a n d  c losure o f  undes i rab le  t ra i l s  o r  areas w i l l  b e  made as well. 

Th i s  p ro jec t  w i l l  conserve de te r io ra t ing  land  values b y  p r o v i d i n g  a low impact 
t r a i l  t o  Alaska's most commonly h i ked  mounta in  w i t h  scenic over looks o f  
Denali ,  Cook I n l e t  a n d  Anchorage bowl. I t  w i l l  also rehab i l i t a te  damaged soils 
a n d  vegetat ion los t  due  t o  ind iscr iminant  h i k i n g  p ressu re  in a f rag i le  a lp ine 
env i ronment .  



EAGLE RIVER VIS ITOR CENTER ACCESS DEVELOPMENT -- 

Descr ip t ion:  C o n s t r u c t  by -pass  r o a d  a r o u n d  p a r k i n g  lot ,  e x p a n d  a n d  pave  
e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g  lot ,  a n d  build two miles o f  new t r a i l  to access Ram Val ley.  

T h i s  p ro jec t  i s  necessary t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  v i s i t o r s  from hazardous t r a f f i c  f low 
t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r k i n g  lot, a n d  to es tab l ish  t h e  v i s i t o r  cen te r  as t h e  main 
t ra i lhead. T r a i l s  e r e  needed t o  open p u b l i c  access t o  Ram Val ley  a n d  Peters 
Creek ( w h i c h  i s  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  s ing le  va l leys  in the  p a r k ) .  T h i s  would  
p r o v i d e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  l d i t a r o d  T r a i l  wh ich  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  o n l y  
maintained t r a i l  in a major va l ley  open t o  t h e  average  h i k e r .  Some t r a i l  
equipment would  be needed s u c h  as  a s k i  t r a c k s e t t e r  a n d  a small t r a c t o r  f o r  
t r a i l  maintenance. 

R A B B I T  CREEK ACOLJlSlTlOFI A N D  ACCESS DEVELOPMENT 

Descr ip t ion :  A c q u i r e  t h r o u g h  t r a d e  a n d  purchase, the  p r i v a t e  lands w i t h i n  
Sections 4 a n d  5 in T I I N ,  R2W, S.M. Develop t ra i l head  a t  p a r k  b o u n d a r y  
w i t h  p a r k i n g  f o r  15 vehic les.  l r ~ s t a l l  bu l le t i n  b o a r d  a n d  s ign ing .  

T h i s  p r o j e c t  is  necessary t o  p r o t e c t  a f rag i le  t u n d r a  area f rom increas ing a n d  
de l iberate  damage by 4-wheel d r i v e  a n d  3-wheel d r i v e  vehic les.  Because o f  
i t s  remote a n d  d i f f i c u l t  access, the  p u b l i c  i s  a f r a i d  t o  c o n f r o n t  o f fenders ,  and  
many cases of vandal ism t o  p a r k e d  ca rs  a n d  local homeowners h a v e  been 
repor ted .  T h i s  area would  p r o v i d e  a n  a l te rna t i ve  t o  people w ish ing  to ga in  
:~ccess to high a lp ine  t u n d r a .  

IJPPER HOFFMAN T R A I L I i E A D  ACCESS IMPROVEMENT 

Descr ip t ion:  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a new major w in te r l summer  t ra i lhead 
access a n d  t r a i l  loop t o  t h e  a lp ine  zone. It w i l l  improve t h e  e x i s t i n g  w in te r  
snowvehic le r o u t e  t o  t h e  u p p e r  Campbell  C reek  Val ley.  T h e  p ro jec t  w i l l  also 
p r o v i d e  a new s i g n i n g  p l a n  a n d  i t s  implementation fo r  t r a i l s  a n d  t h e  t ra i lhead 
as wel l  as p r o v i d e  a g r e a t l y  needed load ing lun load ing  fac i l i t y  f o r  snowve- 
hic les.  

T h i s  area has e x i s t i n g  p a v e d  access main ta ined b y  D O T I P F  a n d  p rov ides  k e y  
w in te r l summer  recreat ion oppor tun i t i es .  It receives the  most v i s i t o r  use o f  
a n y  des ignated snowvehic le area in t h e  Anchorage bowl.  I f  improved, th i s  
fac i l i t y  cou ld  b e  a major t o u r i s t  dest inat ion fo r  Anchorage v i s i t o r s  as well  as 
res iden ts  for  w i n t e r l s u m m e r  use. 

OLD JOHNSON T R A I L  IMPROVEMENTS 

I )cscr ip t ion:  T l ~ i s  p ro jec t  would  p r o v i d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b r i d g e s  a n d  improved . - - . - - - 
t r a i l s  f rom new p a r k i n g  access alorig t h e  Seward Highway a t  Pot ter ,  Rainbow 
a n d  Windy Corner .  T r a i l s  wou ld  b e  h a r d e n e d  t h e  f i r s t  200 y a r d s  a n d  
handra i l s  i ns ta l l ed  as needed. T r a i l h e a d  a n d  t r a i l  s i g n i n g  would  be 
implemented. 

T h e  O l d  Johnson T r a i l  a long t h e  Seward H ighway  a t  T u r n a g a i n  A r m  i s  easi ly  
accessible t o  res iden ts  a n d  t o u r i s t s  b y  veh ic le  o r  t o u r  bus.  However, t h e  
t r a i l  i s  impassable a t  c e r t a i n  locations d u e  t o  washouts of t h e  t readway. New 
b r i d g e s  would  p r o v i d e  access t o  areas of h i s t o r i c  s igni f icance, t remendous 



scenic sp lendor  a n d  w i ld l i f e  v iew ing  over looks.  Relocation o f  po r t i ons  t o  i t s  
h i s t o r i c  g r a d e  would  enhance i t s  i n t e g r i t y .  

A R C T I C  VALLEY 

Descr ip t ion:  T h i s  p r o j e c t  would  estab l ish  t h e  A r c t i c  Val ley access as a 
bonaf ide Chugach State P a r k  Tra i lhead.  T ra i l head  c o n s t r u c t i o n  would  inc lude  
h ighway  approach s ign ing ,  an  i n t e r p r e t i v e  k iosk ,  a r o u t e  t o  Rendezvous Pass 
a n d  a new t r a i l  up t h e  Sh ip  Creek dra inage.  T h e  p ro jec t  would  p r o v i d e  t r a i l  
maintenance o n  t h e  lower f o u r  miles o f  t h e  S h i p  Creek  Val ley  T ra i l .  

T h i s  p ro jec t  would  p r o v i d e  legal access i n t o  Chugach State Park ,  whereas 
p r e s e n t l y  t r a i l  access is  across F o r t  Richardson. C lear l y  marked  a n d  main- 
ta ined t r a i l s  would g r e a t l y  reduce t h e  number  o f  lost  h i k e r s  a n d  s k i e r s  u s i n g  
t h i s  area each year.  New t r a i l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  would  allow f o r  t r a i l  use year -  
r o u n d  up t h e  Sh ip  Creek dra inage a n d  p r o v i d e  h i k i n g  access i n t o  the  S o u l t ~  
F o r k  o f  Eagle R ive r .  

EAGLE RIVER T R A I L  ACQUISIT ION AND DEVELOPMENT 

Descr ip t ion:  Purchase p r i v a t e  l a n d  f rom Ek lu tna,  Inc . ,  in o r d e r  t o  deve lop a 
t r a i l  f rom t h e  sou th  s ide o f  Eagle R i v e r  Campground t o  t h e  Eagle R i v e r  ca- 
n o e l r a f t  takeou t  po in t .  T h i s  is  necessary in o r d e r  f o r  r i v e r  f loaters  t o  have  
a safe  takeout  be fo re  t h e y  encounter  dangerous r a p i d s  a s h o r t  d is tance down-  
stream. 

PETERS CREEK ACQUISIT ION A N D  TRAILHEAD DEVELOPMENT 

Descr ip t ion:  Estab l ish  t h r e e  t ra i lheads a n d  p a r k i n g  areas b e y o n d  p r i v a t e  
lands up F o u r  Mi le Creek  a n d  Peters Creek .  C o n s t r u c t  t h e  Peters Creek 
non-motorized t r a i l  ( # I  16) t o  p r o v i d e  a separate c o r r i d o r  f o r  non-motor ized 
u s e r s  w h i c h  now s h u n  t h e  area (on s ta te  p a r k  land) .  These t r a i l s  would  
p r o v i d e  access t o  t h e  u p p e r  va l ley  a n d  loops t o  T h u n d e r b i r d  Fal ls a n d  Eagle 
R i v e r  V is i to r  Center .  T r a i l  # I 1 6  w i l l  r e q u i r e  acqu is i t ion o f  p r i v a t e  land  o n  
t h e  n o r t h  s ide o f  Peters Creek  in t h e  NE* o f  Section 15, T l S N ,  R lW,  S.M., 
t o  p r o v i d e  legal  access t o  a well-used e x i s t i n g  t ra i l .  

SOUTt I  FORK OF EAGLE RIVER ACCESS DEVELOPMENT 

Descr ip t ion:  T h i s  p ro jec t  is  needed t o  p r o v i d e  legal a n d  safe access i n t o  one 
o f  t h e  main va l leys  o f  t h e  p a r k .  A 10- t o  20-car p a r k i n g  area a n d  informa- 
t iona l  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  b a r r i e r s  w i l l  allow vehic les t o  have safe 
a n d  legal  p a r k i n g  o f f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  subd iv i s ion  road. A new t r a i l  w i l l  be 
needed f o r  abou t  two miles to connect t h e  new t ra i l head  w i t h  t h e  o l d  jeep t r a i l  
in t h e  midd le  o f  t h e  va l ley .  A small b r i d g e  across t h e  stream should  also be  
built. T h i s  t r a i l  w i l l  connect  w i t h  t h e  A r c t i c  Val ley T r a i l  (#305). 

Land  Acqu is i t i on  Needs - 
T h e  fo l lowing l a n d  acqu is i t i on  needs a r e  recommended t o  i d e n t i f y  p r i v a t e  
inho ld ings  t h a t  a r c  b l o c k i n g  access i n t o  major va l leys  in Chugach  State Park ,  
o r  wh ich  a r e  b l o c k i n g  the  bes t  a n d  most logical  t r a i l  r o u t e  i n t o  a major 
va l ley :  



1. Rabbit Creek Valley - Hil lside Planning Uni t .  Two parcels within 
Sec. 5 and Sec. 4 completely straddle the valley. While road access 
th rough the parcels is present ly  possible, it is v e r y  steep and 
rocky,  and not negotiable in normal road vehicles i n  winter and 
because o f  extensive glacier ing ice. The  area along the road is 
above timberline. The best summer-winter t ra i l  location is along 
Rabbit Creek i tse l f  both wi th in and outside o f  the pr iva te  inhold- 
ings, where mountain hemlock trees prov ide a pleasant park- l ike 
set t ing fo r  a major t ra i l .  If these parcels are developed fo r  
residential i ~ s c s ,  a qual i ty  creekside t ra i l  corr idor  would nq  longer 
be possible. Such an action would const i tute an i r ret r ievable loss 
o f  recreation opportunit ies i n  what is  arguably the  most beaut i ful  
alpine valley i n  the Hil lside unit. Consequently, these inholdings 
should be acquired to  prov ide for  th is  v i ta l  addit ion to  Chugach 
State Park. 

The Municipal i ty o f  Anchorage is  planning to  develop a major t ra i l -  
head for  the Rabbit  Creek Greenbelt a t  the state pa rk  boundary. 
This  would also be the best trai lhead for  access in to  the state park  
w i th in  Rabhit  Creek Valley. Th is  t ra i l  would cont inue wi th in the 
municipal greenbelt  to t i i l ls ide Drive. Consequently, it is ve ry  
i m p o ~ t a n t  that  no boundary changes are made which would 
undermine th is  concept (w i th in  the 80 acre "projection" SfSEt o f  
Sec. 31).  The  Flattop Mountain T r a i l  and Trai lhead on  Rabbit  
Creek Road in the  SEtNEt Sec. 31 is  also an important access 
w i th in  an important boundary project ion tha t  should be  retained. 

2 .  South Fork o f  Eagle River  Valley - Eagle River  Planning Unit .  The 
pr iva te  inholdings w i th in  Sec. 15 block the most logical access to 
th is  valley. Because Section 15 is  above timberline, the inholding 
is  a par t i cu la r ly  sensit ive alpine landscape. Several options to  
establish i~ l rni lhead in th is  area could be explored. F i rs t ,  the 
municipal p la t t ing  author i ty ,  a t  our  request, cottld designate publ ic 
access th rough the parcel d u r i n g  the subdivision process to a 
trai lhead w i th in  the park.  Secondly, a publ ic  cor r idor  several 
hundred feet wide could be acquired b y  the pa rk  to  serve road 
access and b u f f e r  needs. Th i rd ,  in the unl ike ly  event tha t  funds 
were appropriated to  purchase the parcel, a trai lhead could be 
developed w i th in  the parcel; o r  the parcel could be acquired 
th rough a land trade fo r  developable state land elsewhere. 

3. Thunderb i rd  Falls - Eklutna-Peters Creek Planning Unit. The 
pa rk ing  area which const i tutes the trai lhead belongs to  the Eklutna 
Native Corporation. Acquisi t ion o f  several acres o f  land wil l  be 
needed to  guarantee continue publ ic  access and to  prov ide for  
f u tu re  improvements o r  expansion o f  the trailhead. A management 
agreement o r  land trade between Alaska State Parks and the Native 
corporat ion may also be an opt ion to assure cont inued publ ic access 
to Thundc rb i rd  Falls. 

4. Pcters Creek Valley - Peters Creek - t k l u t r i a  Valley Planning Unit. 
The pr iva te  inholdings w i th in  Sections 13, 18, a ~ d  19 could block 
o r  complicate access to  this major valley. A road th rough the 



p r i v a t e  parce l  p r e s e n t l y  pe rmi ts  access to  a t ra i l head  a t  the u p p e r  
end  of t h e  p r i v a t e  land.  t iowvever ,  development o f  th i s  parce l  for  
res ident ia l  uses cou ld  jeopardize t h e  new s k i  t r a i l  (No. 116) o r  even  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a i l  (No. 117) fo r  srwwmobile use. Also, a major 
p r i v a t e  development of t h i s  e x t e n t  cou ld  th rea ten  p a r k  resources 
such  as water q u a l i t y  a n d  scenic values, as well  as b l o c k  
oppor tun i t i es  f o r  access up Four  Mile Creek ( t r a i l  No. 118). 

5. Eagle R i v e r  V i s i t o r  Cen te r  T r a i l s  - Eagle R i v e r  P lann ing Un i t .  T h e  
p r i v a t e  inho ld ings  w i t h i n  Sec. 15 sou th  o f  t h e  v i s i t o r  cen te r  would  
be  a des i rab le  acqu is i t i on  ( i n  sp i te  o f  i t s  p r e s e n t  development)  t o  
f r e e  t h e  area fo r  t r a i l  development o f  t h e  Mounta in  Meadows T r a i l  
(No. 2 1 0 ) .  and  to  r e t u r n  to  p u b l i c  ownersh ip  a n  area log ica l ly  p a r t  
o f  t h e  p a r k .  Road access to  t h i s  pa rce l  across p a r k  land is n o t  a 
des i rab le  s i tuat ion.  

6. N o r t h  Ridge o f  B l u e b e r r y  Knob  between U p p e r  Huf fn ian Road and  
Glen A lps  T ra i l heads  - Hi l ls ide U n i t .  T h i s  25-acre proposed 
acquis i t ion a b u t s  two o f  t h e  p a r k ' s  e x t e r i o r  boundar ies  in t h e  
N E i N E i  Sec. 30. A l t h o u g h  n o t  a n  inho ld ing  p e r  se, i t  p ro jec ts  i n t o  
a gent le ,  wet  va l ley  of open s p r u c e  a n d  t u n d r a  w h i c h  has a lways 
been r e g a r d e d  by users  as " p a r k  land".  It is  also th i s  area w h i c h  
would  s e r v e  as t h e  v i t a l  l i n k  for  t h e  new snowmobile access c o r r i d o r  
( t r a i l  No. 412). Much o f  t h e  area is  unsu i tab le  f o r  res iden t ia l  
development because o f  t h e  high water  tab le  y e t  i t  is  v i t a l  as a 
landscape zone f o r  th i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r k .  

7. Ram Val ley  T r a i l  Access - Eagle R ive r  P lann ing Un i t .  T h e  p r i v a t e  
land  w i t h i n  Section 33 n o r t h  o f  t h e  Eagle R i v e r  V i s i t o r  Center  
p r e s e n t l y  b locks  access between Prudhoe Bay  Road a n d  t h e  p a r k  
b o u n d a r y .  T h e  munic ipal  p l a t t i n g  a u t h o r i t y ,  a t  o u r  reques t ,  c o u l d  
des ignate  p u b l i c  access t h r o u g h  t h e  parce l  during t h e  subd iv i s ion  
process t o  a t ra i l head  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k .  Ano ther  op t ion  would  be  to 
acqu i re  severa l  lots between t h e  subd iv i s ion  road  a n d  p a r k  
b o u n d a r y  in an  area su i tab le  for  a small t ra i lhead.  A third op t ion  
would  be  t o  es tab l ish  a t ra i l head  near  Eagle R i v e r  Road a n d  u t i l i ze  
t h e  sect ion l i ne  3314. No l a n d  acquis i t ion would  b e  r e q u i r e d  b u t  
t h e  v i s i t o r  would  s t a r t  h i k i n g  a t  500 feet  e levat ion ins tead of 2,000 
feet e levat ion as in t h e  f i r s t  t w o  opt ions.  T h i s  may n o t  be  a 
rea l is t ic  s i tuat ion f o r  u s e r s  who know o f  t h e  road  a n d  wan t  t o  use 
it. A n  u p p e r  e levat ion t ra i l head  shou ld  b e  t h e  u l t imate goal. 

8. Mi le H i g h  Subd iv i s ion  - Eagle R i v e r  P lann ing Un i t .  T h e  p r i v a t e  
land  w i t h i n  sect ion 14 has b locked  legal  access between t h e  
subd iv i s ion  road  a n d  s ta te  p a r k  land  w h i c h  inc ludes dest inat ions to  
Mount  Magni f icent  a n d  u p p e r  Meadow Creek  Val ley.  T h e  munic ipa l  
p l a t t i n g  a u t h o r i t y ,  a t  o u r  reques t ,  cou ld  des ignate  p u b l i c  access 
t h r o u g h  t t ie  parce l  during the subd iv i s ion  process t o  a t ra i l head  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r k .  O t h e r  opt ior is inc lude p u r c h a s i n g  lar id o r  a b r o a d  
t r a i l  c o r r i d o r  between t h e  road  a n d  p a r k  boundary .  A t ra i l head  z t  
t h e  u p p e r  p a r k  b o u n d a r y  shou ld  b e  a goal in t h i s  area.  

9. Meadow Creek - Eagle R i v e r  P lann ing U n i t .  P r i v a t e  land is  
b l o c k i n g  access i n t o  t h e  road  accessible lower e n d  o f  Meadow Creek 



Valley. Land acquisit ion fo r  an  access cor r idor  may be necessary 
to establish a small, local t rai lhead here fo r  the use o f  local 
residents. The municipal p lat t ing process could prov ide an access 
cor r idor  i f  fu r ther  subdivision occurs here. 

10. No r th  Fork o f  Campbell Creek - I-lil lside Planning Unit .  The home- 
stead en t r y  i n  the NWi Sec. 5 blocks t ra i l  access in to one o f  the 
Hillside's most pr imi t ive valleys. The homestead e n t r y  is above 
timberline, on steep te r ra in  and h igh ly  vis ible to the northwest. I t  
is also in  the Watershed Zone. Th is  parcel should be  traded for 
other  state land o ~ ~ t s i d e  o f  the park. 

11. Eagle River  Campground Canoe and Raf t  Takeout. This  3 to  5 acre 
acquisit ion from Eklutna, Inc., also includes s i x  ex is t ing campsites. 

This  completes the l i s t  o f  t rai l -related recommended p a r k  acquisitions. 

Phasing 

I t  is generally suggested that  development s ta r t  a t  the trai lhead - the access 
point - and work inward toward the  center o f  the  park,  opening t ra i ls  i n  the 
t imbered and b r u s h y  areas of the pa rk  and work ing in to the alpine areas last 
- irnless o f  course a management c r is is  has developed there, such as a t  Glen 
Alps1 Flattop Trai ls.  

Another aspect of the phasing process tha t  should not  be overlooked is tha t  
when a new trai lhead is developed, the t ra i l s  tha t  or iginate there should be 
developed concurrent ly  and designed to emanate smoothly and logically from 
the trailhead. Otherwise, the trai lhead loses much o f  i t s  usefu l  funct ion. It 
is also important to  coordinate w i th  the municipal government to achieve 
important t r a i l  connections w i th  the i r  programmed development, and to ut i l ize 
the municipal p la t t ing  process to obtain needed access points th rough pr ivate 
lands undergoing subdivision along the p a r k  boundary or  wi th in inholdings. 
The d i s t r -~c t  s ta f f  should also be prepared to ut i l ize the e t fo r ts  o f  volunteer 
t ra i l  organizations in the hest way possible to achieve sequential t ra i l  
development . 
Tra i l  Crcws -- -- 

A special t ra i l  ranger [Park  Ranger I I )  posit ion should be established on 
Chugach D is t r i c t  t o  supervise and d i rec t  t ra i l  maintenance, signing and 
coristruction act iv i t ies in Chugach State Park. Th is  ranger would supervise 
innlate crews, volunteer t ra i l  crews, and a core pa rk  crew. 

The Chugach T ra i l  Crew would consist  o f  four to s ix  permanent employees 
whose sole job is t ra i l  maintenance, new t r a i l  construct ion, signing and con- 
s t ruc t ion l rcpa i r  o f  t rai l -related st ructures.  A target  o f  f i ve  years o f  t ra i l  
projects shotrld be  anticipated at th is  level to  repai r  and construct t ra i ls .  
A f te r  th is  time, a review o f  accomplishments may allow fo r  a reduct ion o f  th is  
workforce. 



T h e  special t r a i l  r a n g e r  wou ld  b e  t h e  resource  person  respons ib le  f o r  t a r g c t -  
ing, p r i o r i t i z i n g ,  coord ina t ing ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  logist ical  s u p p o r t  i o r  
t h e  t r a i l  c rew.  T h i s  pe rson  would  also b e  respons ib le  fo r  coord ina t ing  
pro jec ts  p a r k w i d e  f o r  vo lun teer  g r o u p s ,  p a r k  s t a f f ,  a n d  inmates. O ther  
respons ib i l i t ies  would  b e  resource  inventor ies ,  documentat ion o f  resource 
degradat ion a n d  de te rm in ing  use  p a t t e r n s  a n d  t rends .  

S ign  Plan 

A s i g n  p l a n  f o r  Chugach  State  Park  shou ld  b e  p r e p a r e d  to func t ion  o n  a l l  
maintained t r a i l s  a n d  access po in ts .  A s i g n  p l a n  is  necessary t o  coord inate  
t h e  v e r y  complex task o f  p r o v i d i n g  adequate in format ion t o  t r a i l  u s e r s  
r e g a r d i n g  dest inat ions,  d istances,  pe rmi t ted  ac t i v i t i cs  ( o r  those r iot  
p e r m i t t e d ) ,  potent ia l  hazards,  a n d  degree o f  d i f f i c u l t y .  Special oppor tun i t i es  
o r  i n t e r p r e t i v e  features cou ld  also b e  p rov ided .  T h e  s i g n i n g  scheme shoul t l  
b e  k e p t  c u r r e n t  w i t h  new t r a i l s  as t h e y  a r e  built a n d  mus t  accurate ly  re f lec t  
p a r k  regu la t ions  in a l l  locations. T h i s  task  c o u l d  b e  assianccl t o  t h e  special 
t r a i l  r a n g e r .  T h e  s i g n  p l a n  shou ld  be  p r e p a r c d  soon a f t e r  t h e  adopt ion o f  
t h i s  p lan.  

Recreat ion O p p o r t u n i t y  Guide 

A recreat ion o p p o r t u n i t y  g u i d e  shou ld  also b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  p a r k .  While 
n o t  an  essential item, t h i s  catalogue would f u n c t i o n  as a n  i n d e x  t o  in te res ted  
recreat ion is ts .  It would  fea tu re  upda ted  in format ion o n  exac t  t r a i l  locat ion on  
a map, t r a i l  cond i t ions,  t r a i l  d istances a n d  a genera l  desc r ip t ion  i n c l u d i n g  
potent ia l  hazards.  T h i s  g u i d e  cou ld  b e  removed f rom a detachable b i n d e r  a n d  
copied f o r  p u b l i c  use. T h e  g u i d e  c o u l d  answer many quest ions f rom t h e  
genera l  p u b l i c  w h i c h  o therwise r e q u i r e s  cons iderab le  o f f i ce  s t a f f  time. 



CHAPTER 6 

MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS 

Vegetat ive  Des t ruc t ion  - - 

When t r a i l s  a r e  built, the re  a r e  potent ia l  management problems. However,  a 
wel l -designed system o f  t r a i l s  can  b e  used  t o  a l lev ia te  management problems. 
For example, a maze o f  random o r  hc l te r -ske l te r  t r a i l s ,  s u c h  as those a r o u n d  
F la t top Mountain,  can  r e s u l t  in d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  much o f  t h e  a lp ine vegetat ion.  
I t  can  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  had  two  o r  t h r e e  well-designed, ha rdened  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  
4 igned t r a i l s  been c o n s t r u c t e d  t h c r e  be fo re  t h e  p a r k i n g  lo t  was r e b u i l t  t o  
h o l d  f i v e  t imes as many vehicles, t h a t  much o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  damage ( w h i c h  is  
appal l ing when seen f rom an  over look perspec t i ve )  cou ld  have  been avoided. 

In a re la ted  mat ter ,  t h e  horsc  t r a i l  w i t h i n  S h i p  Creek  Val ley  passes t h r o u g h  
s p r i n g s  a n d  moist  seeps w h i c h  have  become an  e v e r  w iden ing  quagmire  o f  m u d  
as u s e r s  seek " d r y e r  g r o u n d "  a long t h e  f r i nges .  New t r a i l  cons t ruc t ion  can 
r e s u l t  in t h e  relocat ion o f  p o r t i c n s  o f  t h e  t r a i l  t o  n e a r b y  d r i e r  r i d g e s  a n d  t h e  
h a r d e n i n g  o f  o t h e r  po tcn t ia l l y  troublesome sect ions o f  t r a i l .  P a r t  o f  t h e  
I-elocation shou ld  inc lude  s igns a n d  b a r r i e r s  t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  use  o f  t h e  o l d  
t ra i l .  

In t h e  O ld  Johnson T r a i l  east o f  McHugh Croek  Picnic Area is  a la rge  scree 
slope c ross ing  t h e  t r a i l  wh ich  g r o w s  l a r g e r  a n d  more uns tab le  da i l y .  T h e  
reason f o r  t h i s  pecu l ia r  phenomenon i s  misd i rec ted human use o f  t h e  t r a i l .  
T o  g a i n  a f i rmer  foothold,  u s e r s  c l imb a f rac t ion  h i g h e r  each t ime o n  t h e  
" s l i d i n g  bench" .  T h e  n e t  r e s u l t  is  a t r a i l  g o i n g  well  up t h e  scree slope 
be fo re  it goes down t h e  o t h e r  s ide t o  t h e  Johnson T r a i l .  T h i s  has  resu l ted  
i r i  many people r i t h e r  c o n t i n u i n g  up t h e  scree s lope t o  a dramat ic over look,  

. o r  pcop lc  seek ing t o  access t h i s  over look by t h i s  dangerous scree a n d  r o c k  
c l i u te ,  r e s u l t i n g  in a c o n t i n u i n g  accumulation o f  d e b r i s  on  t h e  O l d  Johnson 
Tra i l .  T o  a l lev ia te  t h i s  problem, a new loop t r a i l  (#SO61 has been proposed 
t c  g a i n  a logical  a n d  safe access t o  t h i s  over look,  a n d  thence t o  con t inue  LIP 
t o  McHugh Ridge w h i c h  is  abso lu te ly  spectacular,  even tua l l y  tying i n t o  t h e  
M c l l c ~ g h  Creek  T r a i l  (#505], in a loop con f igu ra t ion .  Access up t h e  scree 
c h u t e  can  t h e n  b e  b a r r i c a d e d  a n d  closed, a n d  t h e  O l d  Johnson T r a i l  repa i red  
w i t h  a r e r o d  a n d  log bench  t o  h e l p  conta in  t h e  scree. Na tu ra l  revegetat ion 
w i l l  t h e n  v e r y  g r a d u a l l y  h e l p  t o  s tab i l i ze  much o f  t h e  slope. 

L i t t e r i n g  

L i t t e r i n g  a long t r a i l s  is  increas ing not iceab ly  each year .  T h i s  is  a sad 
re f lec t ion  o f  today 's  society a n d  something w h i c h  many t r a i l  advocates wou ld  
n o t  have  p red ic ted .  Examining t h i s  s i tua t ion  revea ls  some i n t e r e s t i n g  in- 
s igh ts .  Fo r  example. l i t t e r i n g  a long t h e  l d i t a r o d  T r a i l  (#201) s o u t h  o f  t h e  
Eagle R i v e r  V i s i t o r  Center  seems t o  have  decreased w i t h  t h e  adven t  o f  t h e  
v i s i t o r  cen te r  even  t h o u g h  use of t h e  t r a i l  has increased many times. I t  i s  
l i k c l y  t h a t  the  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  i t s e l f  a n d  personal  contact  o f  u s e r s  by the  
r a n g e r  s ta f f  has p u t  people in a f rame o f  m ind  t h a t  encourages respons ib le  
bchclvior a n d  apprec ia t ion o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  O n  t h e  o the r  hand ,  
an a rca  s u c h  as Mcl- lugh Creek Picnic A rea  t r a i l s  ( O l d  Johnson T r a i l  a n d  
Tab le  Rock)  show increased l i t t e r i n g  each year  - r o u g h l y  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  
increased use  o f  t h e  t ra i l s .  One can  o n l y  assume t h a t  t h e  lack o f  personal  



contact  w i t h  r a n g e r s  a n d  t h e  lack o f  "apprec ia t ive  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  has n o t  p u t  
po ten t ia l l y  t roub lesomr v i s i t o r s  in the  p r o p e r  frame o f  mind.  Rangers  a r e  
s t r e t c h e d  v e r y  thin h e r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s ize o f  t h e  c r o w d s  t h e y  deal w i t h  
a n d  funding l imi ta t ions pe rpe tua te  t h i s  problem. 

T h r e e  ac t ions may he lp  t o  e l iminate t h e  l i t t e r i n g  p rob lem in places l i k e  
h l c t l ugh  Creek  a n d  i t s  t ra i l s .  F i r s t ,  r a n g e r s  shou ld  t a l k  t o  as many u s e r s  as 
possib le - especial ly  t h e  ones who  appear  troublesome. T h i s  takes a lo t  o f  
time a n d  it i s  n o t  a lways pleasant,  but it may more t h a n  make up f o r  t h e  t ime 
spen t  in r e t r i e v i n g  l i t t e r .  Secondly,  l i t t e r  con ta ine rs  p laced consp icuous ly  a t  
t ra i lheads w i t h  a t t r a c t i v e  s igns  t h a t  pleacl f o r  respons ib le  l i t t e r  d isposal  may 
b e  a n  improvement o v e r  t h e  somewhat d i s t a n t  dumpsters .  T r u e ,  i t  takes more 
t ime t o  empty  sca t te red  l i t t e r  conta iners ,  but much  less t ime than  co l lec t ing  i t  
o v e r  h a l f  a mile o f  t r a i l  - especial ly  b r o k e n  bot t les .  It i s  wel l  k n o w n  t h a t  
unco l lec ted l i t t e r  encourages f u r t h e r  l i t t e r i n g .  Third, t h e  psycho logy  o f  
s i g n i n g  i s  v e r y  impor tan t  t o  encourage respons ib le  behav io r  in users .  
S i g n i n g  i s  needed a t  each t ra i l head  tha t  encourages persona l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for 
p r o p e r  l i t t e r  d isposal .  These concepts  cou ld  b e  implemented a n d  moni tored n t  
selected t ra i l heads  t o  see if i t  r e s u l t s  in a s i g n i f i c a n t  improvement.  

T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  most fa r - reach ing  measure t o  r e d u c e  l i t t e r i n g  
a long  t r a i l s  i s  s ta tewide b o t t l e l c a n  legis lat ion w h i c h  wou ld  t a r g e t  90% o f  t h e  
t r a i l  l i t t e r  t h a t  now accumulates. T h i s  leg is la t ion  makes t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
respons ib le  f o r  p r o p e r  d isposal  o f  beverage  con ta ine rs  i ns tead  o f  t h e  state,  
a n d  i t  p u t s  a p r i c e  o n  those con ta ine rs  t h a t  a r e  n o t  r e t u r n e d  by t h e i r  use rs ,  
a s s u r i n g  t h a t  someone w i l l  r e t u r n  them. 

Motor ized Vehic les  

Each y e a r  b r i n g s  a g r e a t e r  c l i ve rs i t y  a n d  number  o f  motor ized veh ic les  
capable o f  o f f - road  use.  As  t h e  number  o f  res iden ts  living a long  t h e  p a r k  
b o u n d a r y  increases,  g r e a t e r  p r e s s u r e  i s  p laced o n  non-motor ized zones w i t h i n  
t h e  p a r k .  Enforcement  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  p a r k  s t a f f  i s  n o t  enough  t o  meet t h i s  
chal lenge. C lear  s i g n i n g  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  eng ineered  b a r r i e r s  c a n  he lp ,  b u t  
u l t imate ly  it i s  t h e  legi t imate u s e r s  o f  t h e  p a r k  who  w i l l  h a v e  t o  bring abou t  
compliance w i t h  e x i s t i n g  regu la t i ons .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s ing le  bes t  a rgument  f o r  
encourag ing  g r e a t e r  non-motor ized uses a long t h e  p a r k  boundar ies .  T h e  "se l f  
po l i c ing "  ac t ion t h a t  o c c u r s  when many l i ke-minded rec rea t ion is t s  u s e  a n  area 
i s  a 5 r e a t  asset  t o  con t inued  p r o p e r  use. 

Seek ing g r e a t e r  cooperat ion w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  po l ice  w h e r e  p a r k l a n d  a b u t s  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a t i o n  shou ld  also r e s u l t  in b e t t e r  enforcement o f  common goals 
in areas s u c h  as  t h e  N o r t h  F o r k  o f  Campbell  C reek  a n d  S h i p  ,Creek. A 
s imi lar  e f f o r t  shou ld  b e  made w i t h  t h e  Mun ic ipa l i t y  o f  Anchorage  t o  e n f o r c e  
common goa ls  w h e r e  F a r  N o r t h  B icentenn ia l  P a r k  a b u t s  Chugach  S ta te  Park .  

B a r r i e r s  a r e  a u s e f u l  enforcement  tool.  T h e  s t a n d a r d  v e r t i c l e  8"x8" t r e a t e d  
wooden pos ts  close enough  toge the r  t o  d e t e r  motor ized u s e r s  but perm i t  
passage o f  foot  t r a f f i c ,  a r e  v e r y  u s e f u l  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  v i s i b l e  a n d  near  t h e  
t ra i lhead.  In areas where  these a r e  repea ted ly  removed o r  c u t  down,  l a r g e  
r o c k s  shou ld  b e  used  o r  metal  pos ts  anchored  in conc re te  b a r r e l s  w i t h  lar(]e 
cable. When new non-motor ized t r a i l s  a r e  br t i l t ,  b a r r i e r s  shou ld  b e  ins ta l l ed  
a t  k e y  pene t ra t i on  a n d  access p o i n t s  t o  d e f e r  i l legal  uses immediately. P roper  
b a r r i e r s  a n d  s i g n s  a r e  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  t r a i l  cons t ruc t ion .  



Signs that  a re  c lear ly  placed and s t ra teg ica l ly  located a re  also important to 
achieve compliance w i t h  t h e  major i ty  o f  motorized users. They  shpuld be  as 
economical i n  size, words and instal lat ion as possible t o  reduce costs and 
v isya l  pol lut ion. Innovat ive s ign ing  i s  needed. The f iberglass six-symbol, 
s ix - red  slash G"x8" s ign  is excellent. Clever  s igns may w in  compliance, ton. 
Such as: "Everyone is welcome in th i s  area, b u t  al l  motorized vehicles must 
remain in the  pa rk ing  lot ."  

S ign ing 

Economical and  clear s ign ing  can do  much to encourage p rope r  use. For 
example, on  the new snowmobile cor r idor ,  small 4"xG" f iberglass ( re f lect ive)  
ar rows po in t ing  toward each o ther  o n  small metal posts 10 to 1 2  feet apar t  
w o ~ ~ l d  be  much clearer than large "YeslNo" metal placks on  4"x4" posts which 
a re  qu i t e  con fus ing  as t o  in ten t  on the ex is t ing  co r r i do r .  

In an  eastern nat ional pa rk ,  a horseshoe-shaped t ra i l  that followed the 
per imeter o f  forest  and  f lower meadow was receiv ing a lo t  o f  cu t - th rough foot 
t r a f f i c  in spi te  o f  s igns which read - "Stay o f f  the  meadow - please go  
around."  T h e  f lowered meadow was su f f e r i ng  as a resul t .  T h i s  s ign f ina l ly  
kep t  people ou t  of the  meadow - "Th is  meadow needs a res t  - follow the  
designated t ra i l .  I' 



APPENDIX I 

Suggested Changes i n  
Fu tu re  Regulations - Cit izen's Input 

1. Horses should be  res t r i c ted  t o  hardened t ra i l s  and non-alpine areas as a 
general  goal. Monitor ing o f  present  use wi l l  be t t e r  determine where 
f u tu re  use should be allowed, but it was general ly agreed that  too many 
sensi t ive areas of the p a r k  are c u r r e n t l y  open to  horse use. A loss 
containment po l icy  is p resent ly  i n  effect. 

2 .  Under proposed chanycs, Peters Creek Valley wi l l  b e  closed to 
snowmobile use in the  fu ture.  Th i s  recommendation was made b y  the 
Chugach State Park Cit izens Adv isory  Board as a condi t ion o f  approval  
of t h i s  plan, and  b y  many ci t izens t es t i f y i ng  a t  thc  th ree  publ ic  hear- 
ings  held t o  review the d r a f t  plan. Three  factors con t r ibu ted  to  the 
decision t o  close Peters Creek Val ley t o  snowmobile use. 

a )  Steep access road grades and l imited oppor tun i t ies to  develop 
adequate p a r k i n g  for  snowmobile t ra i le rs  and  off- loadlng. 

b )  Extreme d i f f i cu l t y  i n  p revent ing  snowmobiles from go ing  beyond the  
p resent  s i x  mile legal l imit  and  i n to  t he  wilderhess zone beyohd. 

C )  Th i s  is t he  on ly  val ley on  t he  n o r t h  side o f  Chuga th  State Park 
(Eagle R iver ,  Chugiak and  Peters Creek communities) sui table for 
cross-country  sk i i ng  and  o ther  non-mechanized w in te r  act iv i t ies  
which fare best  in a quiet ,  p r im i t i ve  atmosphere. 

In addit ion, it was suggested t ha t  f u t u r e  regulat ions consider time 
zoning f o r  Ek lutna Lake Val ley,  B i r d  Creek Valley a n d  Eagle River  
Valley. Larger  b locks o f  time exc lus ive ly  fo r  sk ie rs  and  snowmobilers 
were suggested t o  p rov ide  a be t t c r  experience a n d  reduce confl icts. 
Two o r  th ree  week t o  hal f-winter time blocks were proposed. 

3 .  Motorcycles and  four-wheel d r i v e  vehicles were suggested f o r  time zoning 
-Bird Vallev. Larqer  blocks of time 
were suggested to  $ve h i ke rs  and  bockpackers an  oppor tun i ty  t o  enjoy 
these val leys i n  a qu ie t ,  p r im i t i ve  atmosphere. T h e  Chugach State Park 
Cit izens Adv i so ry  Board once again re i terated i t s  determinat ion tha t  
Ek lutna Lake Road between Campground A and Ek lu tna  Glacier should be 
closed t o  a l l  motorized uses. 

4. Mountain b ikes should be  allowed to  use the fol lowing addit ional  t ra i l s  
and routes ( t hey  are c u r r e n t l y  permi t ted on  f ou r  t ra i l s  and  t r a i l  sys-  
tems) : 

a)  Wolverine Bowl T r a i l  (#401).  
b )  Rabbi t  Creek Valley T r a i l  (#1134) ( care fu l  moni tor ing o f  use wi l l  be 

requ i red ) .  
C )  South Bank Eagle River  T ra i l  (#?20) .  
d )  Powerl ine T ra i l  between the Gasline Junct ion arid Prospect t le iyhts  

Trai lhead. 



In general, mountain bikes are probably not appropriate where the trails 
are so rough or steep that the user spends most of his time watching 
the tread instead of the surrounding scenery. This is particularly true 
of non-destination-oriented trails in which the trail itself is the experi- 
ence. 






