
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Photo: Moose on the Delta Helicopter-base 2004) 

 
 
 

 

    
 
 

 

 

 

 



  

       

 
 
   
 The Delta Area is bordered on the south by one of the worldôs major mountain systems, the Alaska 
Range. Our eastern boundary runs down the Johnson River and up Sand Creek into the bare ridge tops 
of the Tanana-Yukon Uplands. Deltaôs northern boundary is the southern boundary of the Fairbanks 
North Star Borough. Delta Area extends west to the Little Delta River. 
 

 The protection area consists of 3,976,755 acres. The protection levels consist of the following:   
    Critical:         116,766 acres (3%)** 
          Full:           1,185,786 acres (30%)** 
    Modified:       441,449 acres (11%)** 
    Limited:      1,885,784 acres (47%) 
    Unplanned*:  347,560 acres (9%) 
    * Military Hot Zones and test sites. 
**Acreage adjusted in 2008, approximately 1000 acres moved from Full/Modified into Critical, exact 
numbers yet to be calculated. 

  
 The widely ranging elevations that occur here result in a diverse vegetative and topographical mix.  
We have everything from the low-lying river bottoms, at about 1200 feet, to the 13,832-foot summit of Mt. 
Hayes.  
  
 Local vegetation varies from the highly volatile Black Spruce to the fire resistant hardwoods, such as: 
Balsam Poplar, Aspen, and Paper Birch. Extensive stands of Black Spruce can be found intermixed with 
tussocks and bogs in the lowland flats and on north slopes. White Spruce stands are normally found 
along the river bottoms and south slopes. Hardwood stands are also found on south slopes and sites with 
well drained soils. The mountain passes are characterized by stands of stunted white spruce along the 
slopes up to 3,300ô elevations. 
  
The majority (60%) of the Delta Area lays in the upland hill masses that extend to the north and east. A 
further 30% consists of river valley lowlands that have been developed into a vast agricultural project. The 
remaining 10% of the area is composed of the Alaska Range to the south. 
  
The mountainous topography along the southern border provides periods of violent weather characterized 
by extended periods of strong winds. These winds are channeled through the mountain passes and, it is 
not uncommon for them to be sustained above 35 mph for days on end. These winds induce low fuel 
moistures and provide rapid rates of spread for any ignitions that occur. 
  
 The Delta Area regularly experiences large fire activity. Names such as the Granite Mountain Fire 
(1954), Goodpaster Fire (1969), Clearwater Fire (1969), Hog Fire (1970), Delta Barley Fires (1979, 1980), 
Granite Creek Fire (1987), the Hajdukovich Creek Fire (1994), Carla Lake (1998), Donnelly Flats (1999), 
Sand Creek Fire (2003) and Camp Creek Fire (2004) are now part of the local lore.  
 
 Weather during the fire season can consist of extended periods of temperatures in the 70ôs and 80ôs 
with low relative humidities. It is common for large high-pressure areas to establish themselves over 
Alaskaôs interior and remain in place for weeks. These periods are often associated with heavy lightning 
activity with resultant fire activity.  
  
 Two agricultural projects present an annual fire problem due to farmers burning to control weed 
propagation and to dispose of land clearing debris. In addition, many of the local farmers have their fields 
planted under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).   The Program pays farmers to leave fields in 
grass.  There are no requirements to cut, or remove the resulting fuel loads.  Some of these fields have 
several yearsô worth of growth matted down on the ground.  These fields represent a fire hazard with high 
resistance to control.  
 


