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Mission Statements  
 

The mission of the Division of Forestry is to develop, conserve, and enhance Alaska's forests to 

provide a sustainable supply of forest resources for Alaskans. 

 
 

 Protects water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, and other forest values through appropriate forest 

practices and administration of the Forest Resources and Practices Act;  

 Manages a wildland fire program on public, private, and municipal lands;  

 Encourages development of the timber industry and forest products markets;  

 Manages the Haines and Tanana Valley state forests (over two million acres);  

 Conducts timber sales for personal and commercial use and for fuel-wood;  

 Administers the Community Forestry, Conservation Education, Forest Health, and Stewardship 

programs;  

 Gives technical assistance to forest landowners. 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of Fairbanks Area Forestry Fire Operations is to protect lives and property, prevent 

man caused fires, and conserve, enhance, and facilitate the care of Alaska's forested lands. 
 

 

 Our top priority is Firefighter and Public Safety; 

 

 Public Fire Education; 

 

 Structure Fire Department wildland training; 

 

 Suppression of Urban Interface Wildfires; 

 

 Suppression of wildland fires; 

 

 Prescribe fire for forest health, fuels management, and habitat enhancement; 

 

 Interagency initial attack fire support; 

 

 Development and support of Emergency Firefighter programs. 
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Introduction  
 

Welcome to the Fairbanks Area Forestry (FAF), Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) ï 

Northern Region.  We hope you enjoy working for the Division of Forestry (DOF) and find this helpful in 

familiarizing yourself with our area. 

 

The Fairbanks Area Forestry office is located on the corner of Airport Way and University Avenue, on the 

same campus as the State Northern Zone Regional Office, State Logistics Center and the Bureau of Land 

Managementôs Northern Field Office support center.  The main base of operations consists of the statewide 

warehouse, shop maintenance facility, dispatch center, operations, readiness buildings and Helibase. 

 

Fairbanks Area Forestry is responsible for wildland fire protection of approximately nine million acres 

between the Chatanika River drainage in the north and Cantwell to the south; and from Kantishna River in 

the west to the Yukon Charley Rivers National Preserve in the east.  The Fairbanks area is a combination of 

rolling hills, low mountains, and tundra flats. The flats dominate the south and west.  Hills and low 

mountains are in the north and east. 

   

Robert Schmoll, Fire Management Officer, is the chief of the fire organization and sets priorities for this 

areaôs fire work force. He supervises twenty-eight seasonal forestry technicians during the fire management 

season, from May through September.  In addition to suppressing wildland fires, the forestry technicians 

also provide educational prevention programs throughout the area.   

 

The area burn permit program is a free service that benefits landowners and forestry by reducing false alarm 

call-outs and hazardous burning procedures.  Approximately 82% of the area fires are caused by humans, 

mostly as a result of land clearing.  This demonstrates a continuing need to educate the public. The 

remaining 18% are lightning-caused fires, occurring mostly in the hills around Fairbanks. 

 

Many highly proficient emergency firefighters are available as a result of Fairbanks Area Forestryôs quality 

EFF program.  There are four designated 16-person organized Type II Emergency Fire Fighter crews 

available through the Fairbanks area. 

 

The dispatch and logistics center for Fairbanks Area Forestry is located in the area office building on the 

Chena River.  The area dispatch office is responsible for coordinating initial attack dispatch, monitoring 

extended attack fires, collating fire intelligence, and providing logistical support for the area. 

 

The Fairbanks Area Forester, Marc Lee, supervises fire and timber management programs. Jeremy Douse, 

the Area Resource Forester and his staff supervise the resource program.  They administer and manage state 

timber lands, providing firewood, house logs, and commercial timber sales. 

 

The office of State Forester Chris Maisch is located in Fairbanks along with Lynn Wilcox, Chief of the 

States Fire and Aviation program.  The division also has a central office in Anchorage to provide policy and 

program direction, two regional offices, and eight area offices responsible for program support and 

fieldwork. 

 

Alaskan statutes bind the Division of Forestry and administrative code sections that directly govern forest 

management activities on state forested lands. 
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Protection Considerations and Priorities 
 

An interagency fire management plan classifies Alaskaôs land for fire management purposes.  The 

classification determines the level of response to fires.  Land in the Fairbanks area falls into the following 

protection levels: 

 

Critical       .32 million acres   (4%) 

Full                           2.20 million acres  (27%) 

Modified                     1.42 million acres  (18%) 

Limited Action         4.12 million acres  (51%) 

Total                          8.5  million acres 

 

Land ownership is primarily State with Private, University, Borough, and Native holdings.  Most structures 

within a 30-mile radius of Fairbanks are primary residences.  Active mining claims and remote cabins are 

abundant in the hills and along the roads and river corridors throughout the area. The population centers of 

Fairbanks, North Pole, Moose Creek, Fox, Ester, Anderson, Nenana, Healy, McKinley Village and Cantwell 

are within Fairbanks Area Forestryôs protection. Because of potential urban interface type of incidents, 

approximately 300,000 acres have been identified as critical protection. 

 

Valuable capital resources in the area include the Trans-Alaska Pipeline, Inter-tie power line, the North Pole 

Refinery complex, Knox Mine, numerous ammunition and chemical storage facilities, and 200 miles of the 

Alaska Railroad with facilities. The Fairbanks International Airport is the major air transportation hub for 

the Alaskan Interior.  Damage to the Trans-Alaska pipeline would result in millions of dollars in lost 

revenue per day. 

 

Eielson AFB is a major support base for Strategic Air Command and home of Cope Thunder and Red Flag, 

major national and international aircraft combat training programs.  Fort Wainwright is the home of two 

Striker Brigades and a new Aviation Battalion.  Fort Wainwright airfield is a major Department of Defense 

Striker Infantry Brigade deployment location.  Clear Air Force Base is the site of a NORAD early warning 

system.  Closure of any base would have national security implications.  

 

Many tourists visit the numerous borough, state and national parks and refuges.  Denali National Park is a 

major attraction within the protection area.  In addition, almost one million acres of the Tanana Valley State 

Forest and commercial timber sales are scattered in the area.  The land base is also valuable for recreation, 

agricultural development, habitat resources, and other uses. 

 

 

Fire Behavior & Potential 
 

On average, large project fires exceeding 1,000 acres occur every other year.  Expenditures for these fires 

can exceed millions of dollars in suppression expenditures.  Through a cooperative agreement with local 

fire departments and the Alaska Fire Service, 95% of fire starts are kept below 10 acres in size. 

 

Historically, 78% of the areasô fires occur between April 30 and August 1, with the heaviest fire activity 

occurring during the month of June.  High temperatures, with little or no precipitation, characterize typical 

Interior Alaska weather during this time.  During these periods, temperatures in the 70ôs to 80ôs, humidityôs, 

can reach a low of 14%, with average rainfall of 3.78 inches. Established weather patterns tend to remain, 

and either help or hinder suppression efforts, depending on whether they are strong, high pressures or wet, 

low fronts. 
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During these conditions fires may show a high resistance to control and usually take an average of one 

burning period to completely suppress.  There is an average of twenty days per month, during May, June 

and, July with winds exceeding 10 mph. Windy conditions can lead to a rapid rate-of-spread. Red flag 

warnings are not uncommon during these periods. 

 

Extensive black spruce is the main hazard fuel. Stands of mature white spruce, hardwoods, and mixed 

conifer forests can also make suppression efforts difficult.  Tundra vegetation can be a main fire carrier, 

with peat fires sometimes requiring several burning periods to extinguish.  Light fuels can get extremely dry 

after the snow melts away, and can remain so, even after the leaves are out on trees. 

 

The State of Alaska uses the Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System to calculate fire potential, 

conditions and behavior. We do this, as the fuel models in Alaska are more similar to the Canadian fuels 

then the fuels in the contiguous 48 states.  The system is composed of six standard components.  These 

components are used to calculate the Fire Weather Index and produce several other indices that have 

valuable information regarding fire behavior.  A short primer is located in the appendices.  

 
 

Properties & Resources 
 

Life and Property:  Fire Fighter Safety, with Life and Property are the highest priority in the Fairbanks 

Area.  Most structures within the Fairbanks Area are on the road system, and are primary residences. Most 

significant human activity and development occurs within 30 miles of Fairbanks.  In addition most 

development of mining claims and remote cabins are in the hills and along the river corridors throughout the 

area. 

 

Capital Resources: Capital Resources in the Fairbanks Area include the Trans-Alaska Pipeline with 2 

pump stations and 4 valve stations, major inter-tie power lines, the North Pole Refinery complex, The 

University of Alaska Fairbanks Campus, the Fort Knox Mine, Usibelli Coal Mine in Healy, McKinley 

Village, numerous ammunition and chemical storage facilities, and 200 miles of Alaska Railroad track and 

facilities. 

 

Natural Resources: The Tanana Valley State Forest and includes approximately 1.8 Million acres of land. 

There is an average of 60 commercial timber sales scattered along the river bottom and hills each year. The 

State of Alaska, Minto Flats Wildlife Refuge consists of 500,000 acres of prime ecological sensitive wildlife 

habitat. This land base is also valuable for recreation, land disposals, agricultural development, and wildlife 

habitat.  

 

Cooperators 
 

Federal:  Fairbanks Area Forestry also works cooperatively with the Alaska Fire Service (AFS) for initial 

attack support. Overhead and aircraft are shared during high fire danger and overload periods.  Fairbanks 

Areaôs helicopter, helitack personnel, and engines are used frequently in support and back up of AFS 

smokejumper operations. 

 

Structure Fire Departments (SFD): Extensive interface with rural fire departments occurs regularly 

within Fairbanks Area Forestryôs boundaries. Cooperative agreements are in effect for 14 local fire 

departments whereby assistance is rendered during extreme fire situations.  The local fire departments 

provide back up for Division of Forestry and suppress approximately 60 wildland fires per year within their 

own areas of responsibility. 
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Socio-Economic Considerations 
 

Employment:  Fire fighting and support is a major summer employment resource for many rural 

areas in Alaska. Fairbanks Area Forestry has four designated Type II Crews that are utilized 

throughout the fire season. They can be assigned to other areas of the state and lower 48 states, on a 

rotating basis through the Alaska Interagency Coordination Center (AICC). Additionally, Fairbanks 

Area Forestry employs Emergency Fire Fighters (EFF) in a variety of positions throughout the 

season during high fire activity, both in and state and as overhead resources for the lower 48 states. 

 

Transportation and Safety: Eielson A.F.B. is a major support base for Strategic Air Command 

and an alternate for space shuttle emergency landings, Fort Wainwright Airfield is a major D.O.D. 

Rapid Infantry Brigade location, and Clear A.F.B. is the site of a NORAD early warning system 

installation.  Excessive smoke can be detrimental to the point of closing airports and disrupting the 

quality of the signal of the early warning system. Closures at these installations could have national 

security implications. 

 

Fairbanks International Airport is the major transportation hub for interior Alaska, and is located 

within the Fairbanks Area. Closure due to excessive smoke would negatively impact both urban and 

rural communities alike, in areas such as tourism, international cargo flights, day to day commerce 

with interior villages, air emergency and medical transport services. 

 

Damage to the Alaska pipeline could result in millions of dollars of lost revenue, and highway 

closures would negatively impact state tourism and local economies. 

 

Economic Stimulation:  Local vendors are used extensively for purchase of supplies and 

equipment. After large fires the ñmorel mushroomò pickers find a lucrative harvest for national and 

international markets. 

 

Support Difficulties 

 

Difficulties include communications problems due to topography, repeater and cell tower 

placement.  Distance and travel time for inter and intrastate for overhead and crew orders. Remote 

area, off-road access may require para cargo or rotor wing support. The retrieval of smokejumpers, 

during high fire activity may cause a delay in use of aerial resources. Late season weather may 

hamper the delivery or removal of resources. ICôs please prioritize your resource orders, to make 

sure you get required items. 
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Fairbanks Area Forestry Prevention Program 
 

Fairbanks Area Forestry maintains an aggressive wildfire prevention program designed to reduce the average 

number of human caused fires on all forested land within the Fairbanks Area. 

 

The Prevention Program provides the community with a variety of educational programs and materials.  

Prevention Technicians visit schools, maintain a booth at the local fair each year, and visit homeowners.   

 

The FAF Prevention Technicians issue burn permits, violation warnings, and violation citations. In addition 

to being responsible for enforcement, they are part of our initial attack force. 

 

Terminology 

A Burn Suspension is not the same thing as a Burn Ban/Closure. 

 

A Burn Suspension applies to permitted burns only (Burn Barrels, 10ô X 10ô Debris Piles, Lawn, Class A, B 

or C permits issued by the State Division of Forestry).  Warming fires and campfires are not affected by a 

burn suspension and are therefore allowed. 

 

A Burn Closure is a ban on all open burning and includes warming fires, campfires and approved burn barrels 

for a period of time. This only occurs during the highest of fire dangers and requires all fires to be 

extinguished immediately.  A ñBurn Closureò is designated by the State Forester. 
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Fairbanks Area Forestry  
2009 DUTY OFFICER SCHEDULE 

 

The Fairbanks Area Duty Office can be contacted after hours or on weekends and holidays at the following 
numbers.  The duty officer will change each Tuesday at 0800, please refer to the schedule below. 
 

CONTACT NUMBERS FOR DUTY OFFICERS:  

          Name 

 

 
Cell Phone  Home Phone  

 
Office Phone  

 
 

 
Robert Schmoll 

 
378 -1314 455-7297 451-2636 

 
 

Edward Sanford 378 -1321  4512634  

Arturo Frizzera 378 - 1318  451-2620  

ALTERNATES      

1
st
 Bob Zimmerman 378-1332  451-2613  

2
nd

 Avi Shalom 378-0587  451-2619  

3
rd 

Mike Goyette 378-9657  451-2619  

 

ALTERNATE NUMBERS:  
Fairbanks Area Burn Permit / Fire  451-2626 (24hrs) 
Fairbanks Area Dispatch   451-2623 (24 hrs 4/01 till 9/30) 
Northern Region Office   451-2680 (24hrs) 
 

Schmoll 04/01 ï 04/07 
 

Sanford 07/21 ï 07/28 

Sanford 04/07 ï 04/14 
 

Frizzera 07/28 ï 08/04 ** 

Frizzera 04/14 ï 04/21 
 

Schmoll 08/04 ï 08/11 ** 

Schmoll 04/21 ï 04/28 
 

Sanford 08/11 ï 08/18 ** 

Sanford 04/28 ï 05/05 
 

Frizzera 08/18 ï 08/25 ** 

Frizzera 05/05 ï 05/12 
 

Sanford 08/25 ï 09/01 ** 

Schmoll 05/12 ï 05/19 
 

Schmoll 09/01 ï All Winter 

Sanford 05/19 ï 05/26 
 

  

Frizzera 05/26 ï 06/02 
 

  

Schmoll 06/02 ï 06/09 
 

  

Sanford 06/09 ï 06/16 
 

  

Frizzera 06/16 ï 06/23 
 

  

Schmoll 06/23 ï 06/30 
 

  

Sanford 06/30 ï 07/07 
 

  

Frizzera 07/07 ï 07/14 
 

  

Schmoll 07/14  ï 07/21 
 

  

**Depending on Fire Assignments / Seasonal Lay-Offs, Duty Officer may change 
 
Fire Line   451-2626  Fairbanks Area Dispatch-1(888) 615-2626 
Fairbanks Area Dispatch 451-2623   
Fairbanks Area Logistics 451-2627  Fairbanks Area Admin.    451-2600 
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Telephone List for Area Personnel 
 

FAF Business  Contact   FAF Business  Contact  

Area 

Forester  

451-2601 Marc Lee 

 Lead 

Operations  

    

FMO 451-2636 Robert Schmoll   451-2619 Avi Shalom  

AFMO 451-2634 Edward Sanford   Operations 451-2618  

Lead 

Prevention  451-2629 Mike Goyette  

 Operations 451-2618 Christian Blankenship  

Operations 451-2618 Kris Brandenburg  

Prevention 451-2631 Jeff Smith   Operations 451-2618 David Zane Brown  

Prevention 451-2625 VACANT  Operations 451-2618 Shane Carson  

Lead 

Dispatcher  451-2620 Arturo Frizzera  

 Operations 451-2618 Eugene Lee 

 Operations 451-2618 Jen Medl  

Dispatch 451-2623 VACANT  Operations 451-2618 Zach Horner 

Dispatch 451-2623 Bridget Hardy   Operations 451-2618 Tom Lesatz  

Dispatch 451-2627 Kelsa Shilanski   Operations 451-2618 VACANT 

Admin Clerk 451-2600 Tina Donah ue  Operations 451-2618 Tim Soliday  

Admin Clerk 451-2635 Cynthia Beatus   Operations 451-2618 Tasha Sullivan  

Helibase  451-2613 Bob Zimmerman   Operations 451-2618 Josh Turnbow  

Dozer Ops  451-2644/03 Danny Whitlow   Operations 451-2618 Casey Weter  

Resources  451-2609 Gary Reabold   Operations 451-2618 Cameron Winfrey  

Resources  451-2610 David Maxell   Operations 451-2618 Nathan Zalewski  

Resources  451-2609 Vacant     

GIS 458-6877 Tom Kurkowski      
 

 

Engine Telephone Numbers 

  Engine   Cell Phone 

Lead 

Prevention F-77 Mike Goyette 378-9657 

Prevention F-76 VACANT 378-9979 

Prevention F-75 Jeff Smith  378-9671 

Lead Ops F-72 Avi Shalom 378-0587 

Ops F-65   378-1283 

Ops F-66   378-1291 

Ops F-67   378-1297 

Ops F-33   378-1265 

Ops F-34  378-1269 

Ops F-35  378-1275 

Ops F-36  378-1277 

 

Fairbanks Area Dispatch FAX  451-2633 Fairbanks Area Admin. FAX  458-6895 
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Office Location and Address 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Dept. of Natural Resources 

Fairbanks Area Forestry 

3700 Airport Way 

Fairbanks, AK  99709-4699 

 

  

 

 

Main Line (907) 451-2626 

Fire Line: (907) 451-2626 

IA Dispatch (907) 451-2623 

Logistics Dispatch (907) 451-2627 

Dispatch Fax:                (907) 451-2633 

Rail Belt                        (888) 615-2626 

E-mail:  fas1@dnr.state.ak.us

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairbanks Area Forestry 

& State Fire Warehouse 
 


