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INTRODUCTION

The Kenai-Kodiak Area Office (KKAO) is located one and one half miles

east of the o0YO6O in Soldotna at Mil
acres administered by this office are diverse in terms of physical
geography, forestation type, use, and economic value.

The Kenai Peninsula has diverse topography from flat to rolling to
mountainous terrain. The Peninsula is bordered by the glaciated Kenai
Mountains to the east and Cook Inlet on the west, north, and south.
Kodiak and its adjoining islands are mostly mountainous, rugged country.

Due to the Peninsula's relatively mild climate, it is a popular place for
Alaskans to settle, thus creating a lot of residential and industrial (mainly
mercantile) expansion. Wildland/urban interface incidents are common
in this area. The Peninsula is also a renowned sport fishing and
recreational area, creating a large influx of summer tourists. This adds to
the human-caused fire danger.

A total of 3.9 million acres are in either Critical or Full protection
categories, thus emphasizing the relatively high economic value of the
Kenai-Kodiak Area. Existing fuel types of beetle kill, snags, grass, and
slash, will add to make fire fighting challenging, and extreme fire
behaviors. Most of these Full or Critical areas are a shared mutual
response with the local fire departments. Responsibility for any wildland
fire belongs to the KKAO Area by State Statute, accenting the need for an
efficient, cooperative relationship with all cooperators.

In addition to the wildfire suppression responsibilities in its jurisdiction,
the KKAO manages a burn permit program in much of the Area. This
program is administered by the prevention staff and is a free service that
benefits landowners and Forestry alike. By monitoring the burning in the
Area, it reduces the amount of false alarm call outs and hazardous
burning situations. Burn permits are required from April 1st to August
31st by State Statute.
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The new Kenai Interagency Dispatch Center (KIDC) has become
operational this year and all fire dispatching for the USFS-Chugach NF
and the State of Alaska Kenab Kodiak area will be handled from here. It
Is planned to include the USFWL in the future.

WEATHER AND LOCAL INFLUENCES

Weather on the Peninsula ranges from a coastal maritime influence
around Homer and Cook Inlet to a hotter, drier inland influence centered
around the Sterling area.

Kodiak and the other islands have a predominant coastal maritime
influence and generally receive enough rainfall in the summer to keep
fire danger at a minimum.
The greatest fire danger in
Kodiak occurs in March and
April, before green-up, due
to the abundance of dead
~grass at the lower

Caribou Hills 2007



FIRE CONSIDERATION, HISTORY
AND PROTECTION LEVELS

Ownership: The majority of lands are owned/managed by the federal
government, including U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Park Service,
and the U.S. Forest Service. There are also regional native corporations
and some scattered state and borough lands. Larger parcels of state land
are part of the State Parks system. In Full and Critical protection areas
there exists a lot of privately owned property.

Protection Levels in the Kenai -Kodiak Area:

Critical 0.4 MM Acres
Full 3.5 MM Acres
Modified 1.8 MM Acres
Limited 6.1 MM Acres

TOTAL 11.8 MM Acres

Critical Sites: There are numerous critical sites throughout the Kenai-
Kodiak area. These include residential and recreational homes, historic
cabins archeological, cultural and industrial sites.

Occurrence and Frequency: The Area has had an average of 60 fires per
year based on the period of 19922008. The years 1992, 1993, and 1996 each
had over 100 fires. The highest acreage year was 2007 with 56,835 acres
(56,254 acres at Caribou Hills). Other high acreage years include 2005,
with 41,846 acres burned (25,180 acres at Fox Creek, 10,131 acres at King
County Creek, and 5,400 acres at Tracy Avenue), 1996 with 28,217 acres
burned, and 1997 with 14,247 acres burned.

Escaped controlled burns are the leading cause of wildfires on the Kenai,
with campfires a close second. The primary reason for the fire
escapements is the lack of an adequate mineral solil firebreak around the
fire. Campfires are common due to
become a wildfire risk when built in the prevalent peat or duff areas.
Even with application of water, these fires are difficult to completely
extinguish.
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Draft Critical Fire Management Zone 2008
West Side Kenai Peninsula
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Mew Critical Fire Management Zone to include all of Wildland Urban Interface (W) idendified
in Community Wildfire Protection Planning Process (CWPP) on the East side of Kenai Peninsula.




Fire season in the KenaiKodiak
Area usually begins in late
March to mid -April. From late
March to the end of May, the
entire Area has the potential for
fast moving grass fires. In early
June, greenup is usually
complete, and the problem fuel
type becomes black spruce and
stands of beetle kill spruce. The
. , : @ month of June is usually the
TaciSRoad R hottest and driest of the
summer. May and June are historically the busiest two months of the
season for the KenatKodiak Area. Late season (September) fires caused
by moose and sheep hunters are also common in the Area

Cooperators: The Kenai-Kodiak Area and KIDC cooperates with several
federal agencies on the Peninsula. The U.S. Forest Service and State
Forestry have a mutual response area for initial attack of fires that begins
on the south side of Turnagain Arm near Ingram Creek and follows the
Seward Highway to Seward. This includes all of the Chugach NF West of
the Seward Highway, in addition to small portion of the Kenai National
Wildlife Refuge from Upper Russian Lake NW to the NE shore of Skilak
Lake and North to mile 63 of the Sterling Highway, then back East along
the Sterling Highway to the USFS boundary. The Division of Forestry
and Kenai Interagency Dispatch will assist the Forest Service on wildland
fires within their jurisdiction; but outside of the mutual response area
initial attack response will be at USFS request. The KenaiKodiak Area has
entered into cooperative agreements with some 26 fire departments on the
Kenai Peninsula and Kodiak Island.

LOCAL PROCEDURES

Normal workdays are from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays and 10:00 to
18:00 weekends, with a halfhour lunch break at 1:00 p.m. Engine checks
and clean-up at 9-9:30, weather briefings are at 9:30, followed by shift
briefing and crew assignments at 10:45 a.m.



All assigned personnel will perform a daily check of all fire vehicles and
helitack first thing every morning. Fire readiness of the trucks and
personal gear is a priority when we are into the fire season.
Concurrently, technicians need to be aware of the local weather, fire
behavior indices, and statewide tactical, resource availability. This
information is posted on the bulletin board outside dispatch in the bay.

Kenai Interagency Dispatch
Center will be staffed 7 days a
week 8:00 to 18:00 through the
fire season, and during any ex-
tended staffing KIDC will also
extend .



