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Purpose

APreserve and enh:
natural and developed forests and th
benefits they provide that are critical
to the quality of life of residents,
visitors, and wildlife.



Plan Goals

A Conserve the current level of overall tree canopy
cover at no net loss and maximize the flow of benefit

A Support smart growth and development while
preserving the quality of life in Anchorage

A Preserve recreational opportunities through
responsible vegetation management along trails and
other highuse areas

A Develop a sustainable, cesfficient forest
management program
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Aerial phtgrp Acoag Bowl
dated August 1950.
(Photo courtesy of Aeromap US.)



Anchorage after the boom

Aerial photograph of Anchorag Aerial photograph of Anchorage
Bowl dated May 1974. Bowl dated September 2004.
(Photo courtesy of Aeromap US) (Photo courtesy of Aeromap US).



Current Canopy Cover

A The entire Municipality has 1,955 square mile:
with a total canopy cover of 59% (75% are In
State, MOA parks, greenbelts, and USFS lanc

A Anchorage bowl 35%
A Eagle River/Chugiak 58%
A Girdwood - 42%



The Anchorage Forest Assessment
considered all locations within the

M eth O d S boundaries of the Municipality of
Anchorage including the communities

of Anchorage, Eagle River/Chugiak,

and Girdwood.

Tree canopy cover includes both
trees and woody shrubs and is
illustrated here in this section of the
Campbell Creek Greenbelt.



Municipality of Anchorage Land
Cover Composition
(MOA LC and NLCD)

M Deciduous

| Evergreen/Conifer

| Mixed
Other

| Shrub/Scrub




Overall Tree Canopy Cover on State,
Federal, Municipal, and Private Lands

A State-owned (96 square miles) with 41 square miles
of canopy, for an average tree canopy cover of 43%.

A Federalowned (40 square miles, including some
parcels within the Chugach State Park) with 17
sguare miles of canopy, for an average tree canopy
cover of 43%.

A Municipal -owned(41 square miles) with 24 square
miles of canopy, for an average tree canopy cover of
59%.

A Private-owned (58 square miles, residential and
commercial) with 22 square miles of canopy, for an
average tree canopy cover of 38%.



Tree canopy cover comparison for a variety of land use
and parcel ownerships within the overall municipal boundary
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Tree canopy cover comparison between
community boundaries for a variety of land
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Anchorage Bowl Species Composition

Overall forest type composition within

the bowl (MOA LC)

Decidous
H Conifer

H Mixed Deciduous/Conifer

M Other (Unknown)
M Shrub

I Sparse Vegetation

Species Anchorage Bowl Acres Canopy %

Other (Unknown) 4489.32 18.17%

Mixed DeciduousConifer 3238.36 13.11%

Low Shrub 2376.83 9.62%

Dwarf Shrub 1069.41 4.33%

SpruceHemlock 371.47 1.50%

All Sparse Vegetation 182.75 0.74%

Other Conifer 85.87 0.35%

Spruce 44.86 0.18%

Sitka Spruce 26.31 0.11%

Total Canopy 24709.92 100.00%



